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READE K 


"PHE inſtruction of children having 

been always thought, by wiſe 
men, of great uſe, both with regard 
to the preſent age, and to poſterity; 
and moſt of the books which have 
been made uſe of to introduce chil- 
dren into a habit of reading, being 
ſuch as tend rather to cloy than en- 
tertain them; I have thought fit, with 
ſhort deſcriptions of animals, and pic- 
tures fairly drawn, (which laſt, expe- 
rience ſhews them to be much de- 


lighted with,) to engage their atten- 


161 


tion. I have therefore extracted, from 
ſome of the moſt conſiderable authors, 
a hort account of beaſts, birds, fiſhes, 
ſerpents, and inſects; which, I hope, 
will prove the more acceptable, there 


having been nothing done (that I 


| know of) in this nature fo compen- 


diouſly, for the entertainment of chil- 
dren, 1 have forborne to be very 
particular in the deſcription of thoſe 


animals which almoſt every child is 
acquainted with, If this brief eſſay 
Mall any ways contribute to the end 
propoſed, let God have the glory, and 
the compiler the good wiſhes and 


prayers of parents, 
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Of DBuadrupeds, or Four- Footed Beaſts. 


HE LION, jultly ſtiled by all writers, The 
King of Beaſts, is generally of a dun co- 
lour; but not without ſome exceptions, as black, 
white, and red, in Ethiopia, and ſome other parts 
of Africa and Aſia. The hair of ſome of them is 
curled, and ſome long, ſhagged, and thin. His head 
is vaſtly large and ſtrong ; his noſe thick, his mouth 
very wide ; his eyes are red, fiery, and hollow, not 
very round, nor long, looking awry. His fore feet 
have five diſtinct claws on each foot, and the hin- 
der but four; all crooked, ſharp, and exceedi 
hard. His ſight and ſmelling are very acute, an 
| he ſleeps with his eyes open. He cannot endure fire. 
When other wild beafts hear his terrible roaring 
noiſe, they are all ſurpriſed with fear, and dare not ſtir 
tho' he is not without his fear of ſome creatures, ſuch 
as (is reported) the great Dogs of India, &c. with 
whichthey huntand kill Lions. He is moſt commonly 
taken with nets and other ſnares. Lions are thought 
to be long lived, becauſe many of them have been 
found toothleſs; but this is no certain bgn, as it may 
proceed from their corrupt breath, or other cauſes. 


Tur LIONESS, the female of the fame kind, 
is found in the ſame countries, with the ſame na- 
ture and properties: but has no mane at all, which 
is proper to the male only, to whoſe ſhoulders and 
neck -it is a great ornament. 


Tus JACEALL, or Wi Dig, (common'y 


3 A DESCRIPTION OF BEASTS. 
called the Lion's Provider, ) though not much bigger 
than a Fox, yet is fo fierce and bold, that he ſeizes 
on ſuch beaſts as Cows, Hogs, Sheep, &c. and will 
ſometimes attack a man. Tt is reported, that when 
this creature ſeizes his prey, he makes a hideous 
noiſe, which gives notice to the Lion, who immæ- 
diately comes, if within hearing; at whoſe fight the 
Jackall goes a little afide, till the Lion has fully ſa- 
tisfied his hunger, and marches off; and then re- 
turns to feed on what the Lion has left. His head 
is like a Fox's and his body like a Badger's. 


Tas PANTHER is in ſhape ſomewhat like a 
Lioneſs, but not quite fo large. His hair is ſhort 
and moſſy; his Kin is of a bright yellow, beautiful- 
ly marked with round black ſpots, and is ſaid to 
ſend forth a fragrant ſmell, and bears a great price. 
He is a very fierce and cruel beaſt, greedy of blood, 
very ſwift, and catches his prey by leaping. It is 
the nature of this creature, in ſome places, to hide 
himſelf 2mongſt the thick boughs of trees, and to 
ſurprize his prey by leaping upon it ſuddenly. His 
tongue, ia licking, grates like a ile. 


Tux LEOPARD is, both in thape, nature, and 
colour, very much like a Panther, being ſpotted like 
that creature, and is ſaid to be engendered between 


2 Panther and a Lioncſs. 


Tas TIGER is in ſhape ſomewhat like a Lion- 
eſs, but has a ſhort neck. His ſkin is beautifully 
ſpotted, not with round ſpots, like a Panther, nor 
with ſeveral different colours. He is very wild and 
fierce, exceedingly ravenous, and of a prodigious 
ſwiftneſs. He ſpares neither man nor beaſt, but if 
he can ſatisfy his hunger with the fleſh of baits, 
he will not attempt on mankind. They are ſeidom 
taken but in defence of their young. 


4 


A Eren 


a = 


— 


il 


cd 
5 Me irony 


i Meas 


9 — 
þ DN 


\ 
i- of 
| 'v 

7 4 

*4 


= 
* 


A DESCRIPTION OF BEASTS. 6 
Taz OUNCE is a moſt cruel beaſt, bred in Ly- 
dia, about as big as a Maſtiff Dog, his face and 
ears being like a Lion's, his body, tail, feet, and 
nails, like a Cat's. He is of a very terrible aſpe 
His teeth are ſo and ſtrong, that he can bite 
wood aſunder with His claws are a good de- 
fence, being, like his teeth, both ſo ſharp and ſtrong, 
that he fights with them. The colour of the upper 
part of his body is like whitiſh Oak, the lower part 
of an aſh- colour, being every where covered with 
black ſpots; but his tail more black than the reſt of 
his body, with large ſpots. He is very ravenous, 
hates and deſtroys all creatures he can maſter, eſpe- 
cially men. The gall of this beaſt is deadly poiſon. 


A ROMPO, or Man-Eater, is ſo called, becauſe 
he feeds upon dead men; to come at whom he 

reedily grubs out the earth off their grave, as if he 

ad notice of fome body there hid. He keeps in 
the woods. His body is long and flender, being 
about three feet in length, with a long tail, at the 
end of which is an hairy fort of bruſh. The Ne- 
groes fay, that he does not immediately fall on, as 
ſoon as he has found the body, but goes round it 
ſeveral times, as if afraid to feize it. His head and 
mouth are like an Hare's ; his ears like a Man's ; kis 
fore feet like a Badger's, and his hinder feet like a 
Bear's: He has likewiſe a mane. This creature is 
bred in India and Africa. 


A BUFFALO has a head like the head of a 
Hart. His horns are branched and ragged. His 
body is, for the moſt part, like a wild Ox's, and, 
about the fame ſize. His hair is deep and harſh, 
like a Bear's. His head is ſo hard and thick, that 
the Scythians make breaſt-plates of it that no dart 
can pierce through. It is reported of this crea- 
ture, that, when he is hunted, or put into a fright, 
he will change his colour to the colour of every 


7 aA DESCRIPTION OF BEASTS. 
thing he ſees; as, among trees he is green, &c. He 
is bred in Tartary, Poland, &c. He is moſt valu- 
ed for his hide, which is much eſteemed in all the 
cold countries, eſpecially in England, whereof our 
valiant trained bands frequently make their milita- 
ry coat, belt, &c. 


Tas BULL is a very ſtrong, fierce creature; 
his ſtrength, in all parts of his body, is very great; 
but eſpecially about the head and neck. His fore- 
head ſeems to be made for fight ; having ſhort thick 
horns, with which he can toſs up into the air a 
large dog, &c. which he furiouſly receives again as 
it falls, and fo gores it ſometimes with his horns, 
that at he deſtroys it. Bulls are enemies to 
all beaſts „as Lions, Bears, Wolves, &c. The 
roaring ef a Bull is very dreadful. The Bull is ve- 
ry ſhort lived for his fize and ſtrength, ſcarce ex- 


_ ceeding fixteen years. 


Tus COW is the female of the aforeſaid kind; 
ſomewhat ſhorter lived than the bull. She has ſel- 
dom more than one calf at once; and goes about 
nine months. Her nature and uſe being ſo well 
known, there needs no farther deſcription. 


Tae OX is a ſtrong creature, yet very gentle; 
of great uſe in huſbandry, ſuch as drawing the plow, 
cart, &c. His fleſh is excellent food: his hide is 
made into leather, for ſeveral uſes. There are Ox- 
en in all parts of the world. Thoſe of Egypt, about 
the river Nile, are as white as ſnow, of exceeding 
great ſtature, yet ſo meek and gentle, that they are ea- 
Gly governed by men. This creature, as well as the 
Bull and Cow, is of a ſluggiſh and fleſhy nature, that 
eaſily grows fat, and feeds wholly upon herbage. 
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A HORSE is a very fine ſtately beait ; and one 
of the moſt uſeful creatures to man. This creature 
is bred now in moſt parts of the world. The Horſes 
of Turkey, Arabia, and Perſia, are accounted better 
limbed and proportioned than many others; but the 
Engliſh race may juſtly claim the precedence of moſt 
European nations, and are not, perhaps, inferior in 
ſtrength and beauty to thoſe of any other country. 
The Horſe is a ſagacious and docile animal, fierce 
and couragious in war. It is faid, that it was very 
much owing to Horfes that the Spaniards gained 
fuck large acquifitions in America; for when firſt 
the natwes faw a man on Horſeback, they thought 
the man and the Horſe to be one individua! crea- 
ture; winch ſtruck them into a very great terror. 
The Horſe ſhares a middle life, ſcarce -attaming to 
forty, and uſually not to more than twenty ; but this 
ſhortneſs of life he probably owes to man: For the 
breed of the Sun is now no more, that ranged at 
large in freſh paſture ; yet the Horſe continues grow- 
ing til! tx, and generates in old age. The Mare al- 
ſo goes longer with young than women, and bat 
ſeldom foals double. It is wholly fuperflucus too 
nicely and particularly to deſcribe the ſeveral parts 
and properties of this creature, -which fall almoſt 
under every onc's obſervation. 

An ASS is a beaſt of burden, very ſerviceable to 
mankind in carrying a man, and ſuch utenſils as he 
pleaſes to lade him with; of greater ſtrength than 
moſt animals of his ſize, but of a ſtupid and fluggiſh 
nature. The female is much eſteemed by phyſicians, 
for her milk in conſumptions. This creature is uſu- 
ally of a dun colour, and has the form of a croſs up- 
on its back and ſhoulders. He has nearly the fame 
age as the horſe. To be more particular in deſeri- 
bing a _creatvre fo well known is altogether needleſs. 

A MULE is a beaft of a mixed nature, engendered 
of a Mare and an Als, and reſembles an Aſs more 
than a Horſe; having long ears, a croſs wpon the 
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ſhoulders, ſmall feet, and lean body; but in moſt 

other reſpects it is like a Horſe. It does not propa- 
te at The Mule is longer-lived than either the 
orſe or the Aſs. 

Or BEARS there are two kinds, a greater and 
leſſer ; the latter of which is more apt to climb trees. 
Muſcovy, and other Northern countries produce 
white Bears, for the moſt part of a very large fize. 
The head of a Bear is his weakeſt part, as the head 
of a Lion is the ſtrongeſt. By a ſmall blow on kis 
head he has often been killed. His mouth is like a 
Hog's, but longer; being armed with teeth on both 
lides like a faw. He will not willingly fight with 
an armed man, but, when he does, he ſtands upright, 
and takes the man between his fore feet, and hugs 
him; but the man, being covered all over with a 
kind of iron armour, receives no hurt; and may ea- 
fily, with a ſharp weapon, pierce through his heart. 
He is generally taken with nets, into which he is dri- 
ven, or allured by ſtratagem. The Bear is a great 
ſleeper, and a fluggith, indolent creature, yet not ob- 
ſerved to be long lived; they rather ſeem to be 
ſhort lived, from their very thort period of geſtation, 
or going with young, ſcarce reaching to forty days. 

Hat ANT-BEAR is a four-footed beaſt, as big 
as a pretty large Dog, with rough dark brown hair. 
It has ſhort legs, a long noſe, little eyes, a very lit- 
tle mouth, and a tongue like an earthworm, five or 
ſix inches long. It feeds on Ants, and is common» 
ly ſeen near an Ants neſt. It takes its food by lay- 
ing its noſe flat down on the ground, upon or near 
the path that the Ants travel in; and puts out its 
tongue acroſs the path, the Ants paſſing to and fro, 
when they came to it make a ſtop, and in a few mi- 
nutes the tongue will be covered all over with Ants; 
which the creature draws in ſuddenly, and fo eats 


them very greedily. It is to be met with in ſeveral 


parts of Armenia. 
Tux WOLF is a very ravenous creature, and as 
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dangerous to meet with, when hungry, as 

beaſt whatever. But when his belly is full, he is to 
man and beaſts as meek as a Lamb. He inhabits the 
mountains, except in Winter-time, when he roars a- 
bout the gates of cities and towns; and kills both 
Sheep and Goats, &c. He is very ſubtile in ſeizing 
and deftroying ſuch creatures as are ſtronger than 
himſelf. When he falls upon a Hog, or a Goat, 
or ſuch ſmall beaſts, he does, not immediately kill 
them, but leads them by the ear, with all the feed 
he can, to a crew of ravenous Wolves, who inſtantly 
tear them to pieces. 


Tux RHINOCEROS, ſo called becauſe of the horn in his 
noſe, is bred in India and Africa. His colour is like the bark of 
a box-tree. He is faid to be in ſhape ſome what like a wild Boar, 
and not much unlike an Elephant; and near as long, but not fo 
high, having ſhorter legs. He has two girdies upon his body, 
like the wings of a Dragon, from his back down to his belly; 
one towards his back — mane, and the other towards his loins 
and hinder parts. His fh in is fo hard, that no dart is able te 
pierce it, and covered over with ſcales, like tke ſhell of a Tor- 
toiſe. His legs are alſo ſcaled over, down to the hoofs, which 
are parted into four diſtin claws. The born upon his noſe is fo 
very hard and ſharp, crooked towards the crown of his head, 
that ſome ſay it will picrce through iron or fone. He is ſaid 
trequently to whet his horn againſt a flint, &c. that he may be 
prepared whenever he is attacked by an enemy. He is a mortal 
enemy to the Elephant, whom he ſeldom meets witk out a battle; 
and aims chiefly at his belly, being the ſoſteſt pla c, which, if 
he miſſes, the Elephant is tco hard for bim with his trunk and 
teeth. The naturaliſts ſay, that be grunts like a hog, The 
manner of taking him, being fo variouſly and uncertarriy related, 
3 thought it not worth deſcribing. 


Tas UNICORN, a beaſt, which, tho' doubted of by many 
writers, yet is by others thus defcribed : He bas but one hort, 
and that an exceeding rich one, growing out of the middle of bis 
torchead. His head reſembles a Hart's, his cet at Elephant's, 
his tail a Boar's, and the reſt of his body a Horie's. The hort. is 
about a foot and a half in length. His voice 15 like the lowing 
of an Ox. Eis mane and hair are of © yetlowiſh colour. His 
horn is as hard as iron, and as rough as ary tile, tw iſted or curled 
like a flaming (word; very firaight, arp, and every wheie 
black excepting the point. Great virtues are attributed to it, in 
expelling of poor, and curing of fever a! Off: ates, He 33 tet 2 
beat of prey. 


is A DESCRIPTION OF BEASTS. 
Tak FOX is produced in moſt countries; nor 
does one of them differ much in fize from another, 
but much in colour. In Muſcovy, ſome of them are 
black, ſome. white, and others red. The abode of 
this creature, in the daytime, is in holes of the 
earth which he is never at the trouble of making ; 
for the Fox, by leaving his excrements in the Badger's 
hole, or den, thereby takes poſſeſſion of it for him- 
ſelf, the Badger never caring to come into it any 
more. The Fox ſeems well provided for long life, 
as being well covered, of a greedy appetite, and li- 
ving under ground, yet he is not obſerved to be long 
lived; Doubtleſs he is of the Dog-kind, which is 
but ſhort-lived. The male of this ſpecies will ſome- 
times couple with a bitch, and the female with a 
dog. When he is hunted, and the Dogs are ready 
to take him, he is ſaid to urine upon his tail, and 
ſtrike it into the faces of the And as many 
.as he touches with his piſſed tail commonly leave off 
the chace, unleſs very good of the kind. But his 
wiles and ſtratagems being fo numerous, I ſhall for- 

bear to ſay any more of him or them. 


A RACOON is a Monkey leſs than a Fox ; is 
grey-haired, has a. large black eye, with whiſkers, 
and noſe like a Pig, tail and feet like a Rat, a brown- 
iſn fur on his back, and a white belly. It is very 
prejudicial to poultry. 
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Tre SAGOIN is about the fize of a Rabbit; 
of a gritied colour, a tail like a Rat, feet like a 
Squirrel, a face almoſt like a Martin, ſhort round 
ears, and in other reſpects like a Monkey. Tis bred 
4 in Brazil in South- America. 
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Tas BERBE (called by Europeans, Wine bibber, 

becauſe he is very greedy of Palm-wine) is much 

like a Cat, only his fnout is much ſharper, and the 
body ſmaller, and ſpotted like the Civet Cat. 
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Tas LAMIA, concerning which there are ma- 
ny fictitious ſtories, is, (according to the opinion of 
ſome writers,) the creature mentioned in the 34th 
chapter of Iſaiah, called in Hebrew Lilith; as alfo 
the ſame which is mentioned in the 4th of Lamen- 
tations. It is thought to be the ſwifteſt of all four- 
footed creatures, ſo that its prey can ſeldom or never 
eſcape it; and by its fraud it deſtroys men; for, 
when it ſees a man, it lays open its breaſt, and enti- 
ces him to draw near; and, when it has him with- 
in reach, it falls upon him and devours him. It is 
faid to be bred in Lybia, and to have à face and 
breaſts like a very beautiful woman. It has no 
voice, but that of hiſhng like a ferpent. Its hinder 
parts are like a Goat's, its fore legs like a Bear's; 
its body is ſcaled all over. They are ſaid, ſome- 
times to devour their own young. 


Tut ELKE is twice as big as a Hart, bigger 
than a Horſe, in Norway, Sweden, &c. It is tam- 
ed, and put into a coach, chariot, or fledge, to draw 
men thro* great ſnows, and upon the ice. It is 
ſaid to be more ſwift, and to run more miles in one 
day than a Horſe can in two. This creature was 
formerly uſcd to be prefented to princes, and much 
eſteemed for its fingular ftrength and fwiftnets. Its 
forchead is broad, and has two very large horns: 
The female has Ikewite horns. His neck 1s ſhort, 
but thick ; his cars and back very long. Its colour 
ts generally like an Flart's, but ſometimes all white. 
Its horns we! ich twelve or fourteen pounds. There 
is grcat virtue aſcribed to its hoof in medicine. 


Tu ALOCCAMELUS is a beaft of Peru; he is 
about two yards high, and about five feet in length; 
his head, neck, and ears, are like a Mulc's, but his 
neck as white as a Swan's, his other parts of 2 
yellowiſh colour: His body is hike a Came}, and 
feet like an Oitrich's. They have no horus. The 
males diſcharge their, urine backwards. 
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A SHEEP is a creature univerſally known, being 
one of the chief for human food. Its wool is of 
great uſe for cloathing. Moſt countries have plenty 
of this creature, but none exceed the Engliſh Sheep, 
They ſeldom live ten years, tho” a creature of a mo- 
derate ſize, and well covered; and ſharing but a very 
{mall proportion of gall, yet their coat is exceeding- 
ly curled, beyond that of any other animal. The 
Ram generates not till the third year, and continues 
fit for generation to the eighth. The Ewe continues 
to bear as long as ſhe lives. It is a creature ſubject 
to diſeaſes, and ſeldom lives out its full courſe. 
She goes with young about twenty weeks. 

'The African ſheep are ſhaped like ours, but not 
near ſo big: They have no woo!; but that want is 
ſupplied with hair; ſo that here the world feems 
inverted, the Sheep being hairy, and the men woo- 
ly. They are but a dry and indifferent fort of meat. 

Tus STREPSICEROS is a kind of Sheep bred 
in Crete, not unlike our common Sheep, its horns 
excepted, which grow and ſhoot ſtraight out like 
the Unicorn's, being curled about with wreaths, 
like the Goat's horn. This creature is about as big 
as 2 Hart, having likewiſe red hair. 

Tus IBEX, taken by ſome to be a wild Goat, is 
bred in the Alps. It is of an admirable ſwiftneſs, 
though its head is loaded with horns, as no other 


| beaft of its ſtature wears, being fix or ſeven ſpans 


long. His hair and neck are like a Buck-Goats, 
with a long beard; the other parts of his body re- 
ſemble thofe of an Hart. He inhabits the tops of 
cliffs, rocks, and mountains. 

Tax MUSMON is not unlike a Sheep, except 
in the wool, which reſembles rather the hair of a 
Goat. He is bred in Spain and Corfica, and is faid 
to be begotten betwixt a Ram and a Goat. His 
breaſt is rough and 1 his horns bend backwards 
only to his ears. He has a very ſhort tail, and is 


not inferior in ſwiftneſs to any other beaſt. He fre- 
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. tranſparent. Its tongue is as long as its whole bo- 
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quents the ſteep mountains, and feeds on graſs and 
herbs. His fleth is reckoned very good to cat. 


Tux LYNX, by ſome eſteemed the ſame creature 
with the Ounce, has from others met with this fol- 
lowing deſcription : It is about as big as a Lamb of 
two or three years old: his head, mouth, feet, and 
nails, are like a Cat's: his beard hangs down on 
both fides, divided in the middle, being of ſundry 
colours: his tail is ſhort and thick : his ears are e- 
rected upright as the ears of a Cat: his colour in the 
uttermoſt parts is red; in the innermoſt white, ſprink- 
led with black ſpots; and on both fides of his noſe 
there are four ſpots ſet in order. In the upper lip, 
on both fides, are white hairs, rougher than thoſe 
in a Cat or Lion : he is a quick-moving creature, and 
hardly ever known to ſtand ftill : his ſkin is eſteem- 
ed and uſed by nobles: he is loving and gentle to 
his keeper, and not cruel to any man. 


A CAMELEON is very rare to be ſeen. It is 
firmly aſſerted by ſome naturaliſts, that it lives on air. 
Though others have aſſerted, from their own experi- 
ence, as they aſſure us, that, upon the diſſection of 
this animal, flies have been found in its belly; from 
whence it ſeems reaſonable to conclude, that, how- 
ever it may live ſome time by ſucking in the air, 
yet that is not its only nouriſhment. |: is faid fre- 
quently to change its colour, very often three or four 
times in half an hour, which commonly is grey. 'The 
colour it moſtly changes to is a very fine green, ſpot- 
ted with yellow. Its ſkin is very thin, and almoſt 
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dy. It is faid to be fo timorous, that, when it de» 
ſcends from an height, it moves very cautiouſly, and 
curls its tail, by which it can hold faſt about ſome 
thing or other in its way, left it ſhould flip. This 
creature 3s like a Lizard. | 


— 


f 
| 
N 
| 
| 
} 


23 A DESCRIPTION OF BEASTS. 


Tunes ROE-BUCEK is a beaſt commonly found in 
molt countries, being a creature of a pretty large 
ſize. The male has large branched horns, but the 
female has none. It is commonly brinded, or ſandy 
on the back, &c. having a black ſtreak down the 


back. Its tail is about as long as a Calf's. Its belly 


and fides are fpotted with white, which ſpots it lo- 
ſes in old age. Its fleſh is good for nouriſhment ; 


but its blood, when eaten, occaſions melancholy. Its 
ſwiftneſs is very ſurpriſing. | 


Tur HART has his face fleſhy, his noſtrils flat, 
his neck very long, his cars pretty large, and horns 
twenty inches long at moſt, ſomewhat branched 
like thoſe of the Roe-Buck. This creature is bred 
in many countries, but the Britiſh ſeem to have the 
preferance of moſt. "The Hind, the female of this 
creature, has no horns. Every year, in the month 
of April, the Hart ſheds, or lotes his horns ; and ha- 
ving loſt them, he hides himſelf in the day-time in 
ſhady places, to avoid the annoyance of flies, and 
feeds only in the night, till his new horns ſprout out 
and haraen : he is a great enemy to all kinds of fer- 
pents, which he labours to deitroy wherever he finds 
any, but is afraid of almoſt all other creatures : his 
fleſh is accounted excellent food, and, as well as his 
horns, is eſteemed good in phyſhe. Little need be 
faid of the plcaſure taken in hunting this creature 
aud the Roe-Buck, it being a matter fo well known. 


Tux STAG is vulgarly famed for long life, but 
upon no certain hiftory. 'There goes a report of a 
certain Stag found with a chain about his neck, bu- 
ried in fat. That he ſnould be a long lived creature 
ſeems leſs probable, becauſe he comes to his full 
growth at five, foon after which his horns, which 
are yearly ſhed and renewed, grow from a narrower 
baſis, and leſs branching. 
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Tut WILD BOAR inhabits, for the moſt 


part, marſhes and woods, and is commonly of a. 


black, or brown colour. His tuſks, when living, cut 
like fhbarp knives; but, when dead, loſe their keene 
neſs. It is ſaid, when the creature is kunted down, 
his tuſks are ſo inflamed, that they will burn and 
ange the hair of the Dogs. His tail is ſhort; and 
is hind feet arc (ſome ſay) not cloven, but ſtand 
upon one claw, His feth is very tender, and good 
tor food, The ELunting the Wild Boar is dangerous 
to men and dogs, both having been killed ſometimes 
in the purſuit of tus fierce beaſt. 


Tur SOW is bred in moſt parts of the world. 
Its ſkin is all over rough and hairy, not fo thick as 
an Ox's, yet much longer and ſtiffer, ſtanding up 
on the ridge of the back. Ihis fort of animal dif- 
fers in colour, according to the ſeveral countries 
whercin it is produced. The Swine in German 


are, for the moit part, red; in France and Italy 


black, and in other parts, of various colours. The 
ſnout of this creature is long, ſtrong, and broad, to 
caſt up the earth for its food; having on the tip a 
riſing griſtle, round and picked at the end, between 
the noltrils, wherewith it firſt enters the ground in 
digging. Upon its under chap there are teeth 
which grow out of the head of the male, which the 
female hath not. For, as the Elephant has two 
teeth growing downward, fo has the Boar two grow- 
ing upward. As the Horſe has his mane, fo has the 
Sow ftrong briſtles on his neck; which neck is 
broad and thick, wherein lies the ſtrength of the 
beaſt. 'The ſwine of Italy and Germany, chiefly 
feeding on acorns, are generally eſteemed the beſt 
food. The Hog ſometimes hve to fifteen, or even 
twenty years; and tho? its fleſh be the moiſteſt of 
all animals, yet this feerns to contribute nothing to 
the prolongation of life. But as for the wild Boar, 
there is no certam _— of him. 
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An APE (the moſt common fort of which, is that 
called Smitten ) is of a pale Mouſe colour, and grows 
to a wonderful ſize, Tos of them being five feet 
They are fo bold and miſchievous that they 
attack a man. The Negroes are ſo filly, as to 
theſe Apes can ſpeak, but will not, leit they 
be ſet to work, which they ſuppoſe they 
like. Baboons and Monkeys have tails, 
Apes none. 


Tut BEAR-APE, a very deformed beaſt of A- 
merica, has his belly hanging very low ; his head 
and face like a child's; his fkin of an aſh-colour, 
and hair like a Bear's; he has but three claws upon 
a foot, as long as four fingers, whereby he climbs 
up the higheſt trees, and for the moſt part lives up- 
on. the leaves of a certain tree common in thoſe 
part He will not eat the fleſh, nor attempt the 

of man; but, when tamed, is very fond of man- 
kind. He does not ſeem wet, though he has been 
long in the rain. 


Tne FOX-APE is in the fore part like a Fox, 
and in the hinder part like an Ape. Under the 
common belly ſhe has a ſkin like a bag, wherein 
the keeps, lodges, and carries her young, till they 
are able to provide for themſelves. Neither do they 
come out of that receptacle, except it be to ſuck the 
Dam, or ſport themſelves ; ſo that it is the beſt ſhel- 
ter againſt all their enemies. They are exceeding 
ſwift in running with that load, 2s if they had no 
burden at * 
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Tus BABOON is commonly black and hairy, 
rough ſkinned, has red and bright eyes, a long face 
like a Dog's; but his teeth are both longer and 
{tronger. His fore feet are armed with very ſtrong 
nails. He is very ſwift, and hard to be taken. 
Some of them delight in fiſhing, and will ſtay a 
great while in, the water hunting for fiſh, which 
they catch in great abundance, and lay up in ftore. 
The ancient Egyptians held theſe creatures in great 
veneration, and kept them in their temples. He is 
a lover of Sheep and Goats, and drinks their milk. 
He knows, as well as a man does, how to take the 


kernels out of nuts. He will alſo drink wine, and 


eat human food. He is very ſurly and ill natured. 
He will imitate a great many human actions; lov- 
ing, as it is ſaid, wonderfully to wear garments, and 
will, of his own accord, cloath himſelf with the 


ſkins of ſuch creatures as he kills. He will ſtand 


upright, or fit down, and in — things will be- 
have as if he had ſome degree of rational under- 
ſtanding. 


MONKEYS are bred in many countries, and 
are of various forts and fizes. There arc ſome in 
the Eaſt Indies finely ſpotted. Monkeys, when wild, 
feed chicfly upon nuts, apples, &c. but when tamed, 
will cat many forts of human food. They are very 
expert at climbing, miſchievous and unlucky ; and 


participate much of the ſubtile nature of Apes and 
Baboons. 


31 A DESCRIPTION OF BEASTS. 


Tat HYENA, of which there are ſeveral forts, 
is, in Cefarca, about the fize of a Fox ; it has briſtles 
like a Horſe's mane on its back. It is faid it can 
change the colour of its eyes at pleaſure, x thonſand 
times in a day. When it is very hungry, it enters 
the graves of men, and eats their dead bodies; yet 
its fleſh, in Syria, Damaſcus, Ke. is eaten by men, 
It ie, in ſhape and Colour, very like a Bear; aud ts 
thouglit to be engendered of a Bear and a Dog. It 
is a belt of great ſubtilty, that barks and makes a 
hideous noife in the night. This creature is ſaid, 
when it goes to deink of the river Nile, to take a 
ſup and away, for fear of the Crocodile. 


Tur MANTICORA, er, (according to the Per- 
fians,) Mantiora, a devourer, is bred among the In- 
dians ; having a triple row of teeth beneath and a- 
bove, and in bigne's and roughneſs like a Lion's, as 
are alſo his feet; face and ears like a man's; his tail 
like a Scorpion's, armed with a ſting, aud tha 
pointed quills. His voice is like a fmall trumpet, 
or pipe. He is fo wild that it is very diſhcalt to 
tame hir; and as ſwift as an Hart. Wich his tail 
he wounds the hunters, whether they come before 
or behind him. When the 1 diaus take a whelp of 
this beaſt, they bruiſe ics buttocks and tail, to pre- 
vent its bearing the ſhort quills; then it is tamed 
without danger. 


AN ANTELOPE is as large as a Goat, of a cheſ- 
nut colour, and white under the belly. His horns 
are almoit ſtraight from his head up, tapering gra- 
dually, with rings at a diſtance from one another, 
till within an inch and a half of the top. He has 
fine large black eyes; a long and ſlender neck, feet, 
and legs; and a body ſhaped like a Deer. There 
are many in a herd; when, at the ſame time, they 
have ſcouts, who, by running, give them notice of 
an approaching foe. They are generally ſhot, &c. 
being too ſwift for a Grey-hound. 
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A PORCUPINE grows to the height of about 
:wo feet and a half. Its bite is fo ſharp, that no 
wooden work, as ſome ſay, can withſtand it. It is 
ſo daring, that it will encounter the moſt dangerous 
ſnake. When it is provoked, it ſhoots its quills, which 
are about two ſpans long, at a man or beaſt, with 
ſuch violence, that, if they happen to hit on a board, 
they will ſtick in it; which diſcharge of thoſe ſharp 
weapons of artillery that nature hath provided for 
its defence, if too often repeated, tends to its own 
deſtruction. Its fleſh, in thoſe countries where it 
breeds, is eſteemed by the natives as good food. 


A BADGER is of two kinds; one fort hke a 
dog, the other like a fow : They differ likewiſe in 
the thape of the fnout, the one reſembling a Dog's, 
the other a Hog's; the former eats fleth and car- 
rion, like a dog; the latter, fruit and roots like a 
ſow. They are about as big as a Fox, but of a 
thort-r and thicker body. Their ſkin is hard and 
rugzed ; their hair harſh and ſtubborn : their backs 
broad; ihcis legs longer on the right ſide than the 
left. "Ticir teeth are prodigious ſharp ; and, when 
they fight with a dog, they uſe their teeth and nails 
which arc both very tharp. 


A HEDGEHCG is about the bigneſs of a Rab- 
bit, but more like a Hog; being covered all over 
with ſharp thorny hair, as well as on the face and 
feet, and thoſe ſharp prickles covered with a kind 
of loft moſs; but, when it is angry, or gathers its 
food, it ſtrikes them by natural inſtinct, as a8 
pins or needies. They have two holes under thei 
tail to diſcharge their excrements; which no crea» 
ture Hving has beſides. His common food is 
ples, worms, or grapes. It is reported, that when 
he finds apples on the ground, under the trees, he 
rolls himielf upon them, until he has filled all his 

rickles, and then carries them to his den; never 
— above one in his _ When he is appre- 
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henſive of danger, he draws himſelf up as round as 
a foot-ball ; fo that nothing appears but the prickles. 
Tre CAMEL, of which there are divers forts, is 


diſtinguiſhed according to the different countries 
which produce this animal. In India it is fald to 
be bred on the mountains; and hath two bunches on 
its back, and one on its brealt. Their colour is for 
the moſt part brown ; yet there are herds of white. 
Their feet are fleſhy like a Bear's, and are ſhod wit!: 
leather when travelling. There is an herb, which has 
a feed like a myrtle feed, that is poiſonous to Worms, 
yet is food for Camels. They will not drink clear 
or clean water, but that which is flimy or muddy. 
They will endure thirſt for ſome days; for which 
reaſon they are more ufeful for travellers than Hor- 
ſes, in the Lybian or Arabian deferts : When they 
drink, they take a very large quantity. The Camel 
is long-lived ; a lean finewy creature, that commonly 
reaches to fifty, and ſometimes to a hundred. They 
are faid to be fo chaſte, by natural initinct, that the 
male will not cover his dum. Of their hair is made 
camblet. Camel's milk is the thinneſt of all others; 
and is therefore very wholeſome for food, There 
are ſeveral medicinal] virtues in Camels. "Theſe 
creatures are produced in great plenty in Arabia. 


Tak DROME DARM is like a Camel, of leſs ſta- 
ture, but much ſwifter; and has but one hard bunch 
on its back. It cheweth the cud. It is a very tall, 
large creature. Its upper lip is cloven in the mid- 
dle like a Hare's, and it has two broad nails, on its 
feet, which in the upper part appear cloven, but un- 
derneath whole, round, and fleſhy, without diviſion. 
It has a hard bunch on its breaſt, whereon it leans, 
fitting down and riſing; and alſo one upon each knee. 
It is ſaid to live fifty or ſixty years. This creature 
was formerly uſed to draw a chariot, and preſented 
to princes; and, in time of war, every one carried 
two archers, who ſat back to back, ſhooting their 
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darts, one againſt the front of the enemy, and the 
other againſt the followers. It is faid to travel an 
hundred miles in a day, and to carry a burden of 
fiſteen hundred weight, it bends its knee, like the 
Camel, to take up its load and rider. 


Tre BISON, or wild Ox, is bred chiefly in the 
northern parts of the world, viz. Mufcovy, Scythia, 
&c. He is as big as a Bull or Ox; being maned a- 
bout the neck and back like a Lion; and his hair 
hanging down under his chin, or nether lip, like a 
large beard; and a riſing, or little ridge, down a- 
long his face, from his forchead to his noſe, very 
hairy : his horns are large, very ſllarp, and turning 
towards his back, like thoſe of 2 wild Goat on the 
Alps. He is of ſuch great ſtrength, that he can (if 
ſome writers may be believed) toſs a l.orſe and his 
rider. With his tongue, which is hard and rough, 
like a file, he can draw a man to kim, whom by 
licking he can wound to death. His hair is red, 
yellow, or black; his eyes are very large and fierce. 
He ſme!ls like a Muſk Cat. His fleth i very fat in 
ſummer-time, but not good to cat, being ſtrong. 
The blood is thought to be the pureſt in the world, 
in colour excelling ar.y purple. 


Tun White Scottiſh BISON, or Wild Ox, is 
man<ed about the neck like a Lion, but in other 
parts like a common Ox. The animals of this kind 
once overſpread the woods of Callender or Calder; 
but now they are all flain, except in that Scottiſh 
part which is called Cumirnal. The Bifon is faid 
to dread and abhor mankind to that degree, that he 
will not feed on any graſs or herbs, it he can dif- 
cern by his ſmell a man has touched them, at leaſt 
for many days together. If he meets a man, he 
preſcutliy makes at him, fearing neither dogs nor 
ipears, nor any kind of weapons. He is excellent 
food; and uſed formerly to be very acceptable to 


perſons of the ſirſt rank. 
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Tax CAMELOPARDAL is bred in Ethiopia, 
India, Georgia, &c. The head of it is like a 
CamePs; its colour, for the moſt part, red and 
white, beautifully mixed together, and the kin full 
of ſpots. It has two little horns upon its head, of 
the colour of iron; a ſmall mouth, like a Hart's ; 
2 tongue near three feet long, and a neck of divers 
colours, of a very great length, which it holds high- 
er than a Camels, and is far above the proportion 
of its other parts: itz fore feet are much longer 
than its hinder. Its pace is different from all o- 
ther beaſts ; for it moves right and left feet toge- 
ther. This creature is like both a Camel and a 
Panther. The ſkin of this beaſt is very valuable. 
It is a folitary beaſt, and keeps in the woods, if 
it be not taken when it is young. It is very tre- 
table, and eaſy to be governed, fo that a chiid may 
lead it; with a ſmall line or cord about its head. 
The flc!h of this creature is good meat. 


Tax REIN DEER of Lapland, is ſomewhat 
bigger than a Stag; with horns branching out into 
ſeveral {mall ones; feet thick, like 2 Bull's; colour 
near an aſh, but white on the brily and haunches. 
It reſembles an Aſs more than a Staz. Lough its 
hoof be cleft, it does not chew the cud. It is na- 
turally wild, but tamed for domeſtic ſervice, ſuch as 
drawing a fledge, cart, or carrying burdens. In the 
ſuminer-time it feeds on graſs, and the leaves of 
trees; and at other times on a ſort of white moſs, 
which that country abounds with: when the moun- 
tains are covered with ſnow, it ſcrapes out this moſs 
with its feet. It goes a-rutting about the middle of 
September, and goes with young ten months, and 
breeds one at a time. It is at its full growth at 
four years, and ſeldom lives above ten. With the 
milk of this creature they make cheeſe, but no but- 
ter. 
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ur HARE has every limb and part of it made 
for fwiftaeſs. Its hinder legs are longer than its 
fore legs. It aiways looks backwards when purſu- 
ed. It has, like all fearful and unarmed creatures, 
long cars; that, from the advantage of hearing, it 
may avoid its enemy by flight. The Hare and 
Rabbit fcarce laſt feven years; they are both great 
breeders, and have many young at once. They dif- 
ter in this, that the Rabbit lives under ground, and 


the Hare above; and that the fleſh of the Hare is 
the darkeſt. 


Tre RABBIT is bred in moſt countries, but 
few have greater plenty of them than England. It 
is almoſt like a Flare, except in its head and tail, 
which are ſhorter; and in its colour, which is 
brighter. There are Rabbits of ſeveral colours, as 
white, black, &c. The Rabbit begins to breed in 
England at a year old, and bears every month, or, 
at leaſt, ſeven times in a year. Its ſkin is much e- 
ſeemed for ſeveral uſes, as its fleſh is for food. 
The male will kill the young if he can get at them; 
to prevent which, the female covers her litter with 
gravel or earth. 


Tus MOLE is about the bigneſs of a Rat. Its 
inout is like a Hog's; its feet are like a Bear's; 
and legs ſhort; its toes, with which it digs up the 
earth, have ſharp nails. Ir lives in the earth upon 
Worms. It has no ers that can be diſcerned z yet 
it hears in the ground perfectly well. It is gene- 
rally of a blackiſh colour, with ſhort ſmooth hair, 
and ſoft as wool. Its eyes are commonly thut or 


covered. 


G 
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Tus Engliſh BLOOD-HOUND is larger than 
e Beagle, or any other hunting Hound. It is of 
de colour of other hounds, being red and brown. 
It has long ears, and ſeldom barks except in hunt - 
ing, and then will follow its game through woods, 
thickets, & c. and never leave what it is in purſuit 
of, for any other, till it kills; which it ſeldom fails 


to do. It is employed in hunting the Hare, Fox, 
Hart, Badger, &c. 


Tus SPANIEL is another kind of ſmelling dog, 
very docile, that may be taught to do very ſurpriſ- 
ing tricks, ſuch as fetching, carrying, &c. There 
are two ſorts, the one called a Water Spaniel, and 
the other a Land Spaniel; the firſt of theſe is very 
exccllent at hunting Otters, Ducks, &c. and will 
watch the ſtroke of a gun, and, as foon as the fowl- 
er ſhoots a fowl in the water, will inſtantly go after 
it, and bring it to his maſter. 


Tux LAND-SPANIEL is uſed in ſetting for 
Partridges, hawking, &c. and, in regard to its uſe- 
fulneſs for ſuch kind of ſport, is eſteemed and va- 
lued more than moſt other Dogs. The colour and 
fize of this creature are ſo well known, that there 
need be no more faid about them. 


TRE DOG is a ſhort-lived creature, that laſts 
not above twenty years, and ſeldom fees fourteen : 
he is hot, and lives unequally; as being often in 
violent motion, and then fleeping. The Bitch has 
many young ones at a litter, and goes with them 
nine 
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Tae MASTIFF-DOG is the largeſt of the whole 
ſpecies, valtly ſtrong and fierce, chiefly uſed for 
guarding houſes, elpecially in country places, a- 
gainſt thieves and robbers; and ſometimes by dro- 
vers, and oftentimes for the baiting of beaſts. 


Tre BULL-DOG is much leſs than the Maſtiff, 
but not inferior in fierceneſs. He has a pretty large 
head, neck, and breaſt. "Thoſe of a brinded colour 
are accounted the beft of the kind. This creature 
will naturally run at, and fcize the fierceſt Bull, 
without barking z running directly at his head, and 
will ſometimes catch hold of his noſe, and pin the 
Bull to the ground, aud make him roar in a terrible 
manner z nor can he, without great difficulty, be 
made to quit his hold. Two of theſe dogs let looſe 
at once, are thought to be a match for a bull, three 
for a bear, and four for a hon. 


A GREY-HOUND has a long body, a neat ſharp 
head, a full eye, a long mouth, ſharp teeth, little 
ears, with thin griſtles m them, a ſtraight neck, and 
a broad ſtrong breaſt ; his fore legs are ſtraight ; 
his hind legs alſo long and ſtraight; his ſhoulders 
broad, ribs round, ſtrong, and full of Gnews, and 
taper about the belly. He is the ſwifteſt of all 
Dogs. 'The beſt time to train him to his game, is 
at twelve months old. He courſcs by fight, and 
not by ſcent, as other Hounds do, He is faid to 
outlive all other kinds of Dogs. 
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An OTTER is an amphibious animal, that lives 
both on land and in water, yet never goes into the 
fea. They abound in all nations where there are 
rivers, or fiſh-pools, as Italy, France, Germany, 
England, &c. it is leſs than a Beaver, and reſembles 
it in molt parts, except in the tail. It has a rough 
ſkin, and the hair of it is very ſoft and neat, like the 
hair of a Beaver, and of a cheſnut colour. Its feet 
and tail are like a Dog's, and teeth very ſharp. 
Though it lives in and upon the water, yet it is for- 
ced to take breath. They are exceeding ſwift in 
purſuit of their prey, which is moſtly fiſh, with 
which they fill their dens fo full that it ſtinks fo as 
to corrupt the air. In the winter-time they live 
chiefly upon land, and feed upon fruit, bark of trees, 
&c. It is hunted with Dogs, and by men with 


ſharp ſpears. 


Tut BEAVER builds a houſe as the Muſk Rat, 
only much larger; and with timber makes dams o- 
ver narrow rivers, to catch fiſh, by ſtanding to watch 
them thereon, and jumping upon them on a ſudden. 
They are very ſubtile creatures, and there is an or- 
derly government among their ſpecies. In their 
works each knows his proper buſineſs and ſtation ; 
and the overſeers beat thoſe young ones that loiter, 
and make them work ſtoutly. He is about the fize 
of a Fox or a Badger: his head is thort ; his ears are 

ſmall and round; his teeth very long; the un- 
der teeth ſtanding out beyond his lips three fingers? 
breadth, and the upper about half a finger's, being 
very broad, crooked, ſharp, and ftrong : his fore-feet 
are like a Dog's, his hinder like a Gooſe's; but the 
tail is the moſt ſtrange of all, being covered over 
with a {kin like the ſcales of a fith, and is in ſhape 
like a foal, about fix fingers broad, and half a foot 
long. It lives both in the water, and on the laud. 
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Tak SEA-HORSE lives as well on the land as 
in the water. It is ſhaped like an Or, but fome- 
what bigger, weighing fifteen or ſixteen hundred 
weight. It is covered with hair of a Mouſe-co- 
lour, and very ſleek. The head is flattiſh on the 
top : It has no horns, but large lips, a wide mouth, 
and ſtrong teeth; four of which, viz. one in each 
jaw, are longer than the reſt, being four or five inch- 
es long. It has large broad ears, great goggle eyes, 
a thick neck, ſtrong legs, but weak fetlocks. Their 
hoofs are cloven in the middle; the tail ſhort, ta- 
pering like a Sow's. It is very good meat. He 
grazes on ſhore, and dungs like a horſe z but re- 
tires to the water if purſued, and will fink down to 


the bottom, though very deep, and there walk as 
on dry ground. | 


Twas MOUNTAIN-COW, (according to Cap- 
tam Dampier) is as big as a bullock of two years 
old, and ſhaped like a Cow ; but has a much larger 
head, without horns : her noſe is ſhort ; her eyes are 
round, full, and of a prodigious fize. She has great 
lips; and her cars are in proportion to her head: 
her neck is thick and ſhort, and her legs ſhorter 
than ordinary. She has coarſe thin hair, and 2 
pretty long tail, but no bunch of hair at the end: 
ter hide is near two inches thick, and her fleſh red, 
and very wholeſome meat. This beaſt never feeds 
in paſture, hke other Cows, but upon long graſs, or 
moſs, on the banks of rivers. When her belly is 
full the lies down to fleep by the water- ſide, and at 
the leaſt noiſe flips into the water, where finking 
down to the bottom, though very deep, it is ſaid ihe 
walks as on dry ground. She is bred near the bay 
of Honduras, in America. 


H 
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Tus CIVET CAT requires a large ſhare of 
trouble and attendance to breed it up. Its food is 
pap, boiled or made of millet, with a little fleſh or 
fiſn. It produces Civet, even when very young; 
of which that of the male is greater and better than 
that of the female, becauſe the latter cannot avoid 
urining into the Civet bag, which ſpoils it. 


Tan GENNET CAT (fo called, as ſome ſup- 

e, from its likeneſs to a common Cat,) is in fñze 

tween a Cat and a Fox. The ſkin, wherein there 
is abundance of fpots, is very beautiful; the ſhin- 
ning brightneſs and ſplendor of it not being inferi- 
or to that of any other creature. It is meek and 
gentle, except when provoked; and is ſuffered, in 
Conſtantinople, to go up and down from houſe to 
houſe, like a common Cat. The wild of this ſpe- 
cies keep in valleys and marſhy places. 


Tae FITCH, or POLE CAT, differs from the 
Wild Cat on account of its ſtrong and ſtinking 
ſmell. Its ikin is tiff, harſh, and rugged, and laſts 
long in garments. Its tail is not above two hands 
long. Its breaſt, tail, and legs, are of a blackiſh 
colour, but the belly and fides yellowith. It keeps 
in the tops of houſes and ſceret corners, and devours 
Hens, Chickens, &c. by biting off their heads, to 

event their crying. Some Pole cats wander and 
keep in woods, and live upon birds; others, by the 
ſea (ide and rocks, feed upon fiſh. 


Tas common HOUSE-CAT is, in all parts, like 
a Lioneſs, except in her tharp ears: her tkin is 
ſoft and ſmooth; her tongue, in licking, is rough 
like a Lion's, her teeth are like a {:w ; her nails are 
ſheathed like the nails of a Lion; ſtriking with her 
fore feet both Dogs and other things, as a man doth 
with his hand. The age of the Cat terminates between 
fix and ten; a nimble creature, abounding in fpirit, 


that eats voraciouily, and ſwallows without much 
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chewing. She catches her prey by leaping. The 
Cat is neat, cleanly, and a very uſeful domeſtic 
creature. 


MICE are of various colours ; but moſtly aſh co- 
loured. In Savoy, and ſome parts of France, there 
are white mice. They alſo differ in ſize. Their 
hearts are very largez and their hver and lights 
(according to ſome writers) increaſe in the winter, 
the fibres in them increafing and decreafing with the 
moon; for every day of the moon's age, there is a 
fibre increaſed in their liver; which gave occaſion 
to the obſervation, The moon feeds Oyſters, fills 
Hedge-hogs, and increafes the fibres in Mice. In 
Africa there are Mice which afford a muſky ſcent, 
but have no bags like the Civet Cat; whence fome 
think, that the pleaſant odours proceed from the ſkin. 
Their place of living, food, &c. are fo well known, 
that it is needleſs to trouble the reader any farther 
about them. 


A RAT ſomewhat reſembles a Mouſe in its ſhape, 
but is four times as big, being of a duſky colour, 
more white under the belly; having a long head, 
ſhort and round ears, ſhort legs, long claws, very 
large eyes, and a long tail, almoſt void of hair, and 
accounted venomous. What has hitherto been de- 
ſcribed is the Land-Rat. There is alſo a Water- 
Rat, which has holes by the water- fide, and feeds 
upon fiſh. It is in all reſpects like the Land-Rat, 
except in the ſnout, which is rounder and blunter. 


Tur MUSK-RAT is faid to be ſhaped like one 
of our Water-Rats, but larger. It has a fine muſty 
ſcent. It builds in the marſhes, by the water-fide, 
with two or three ways into them; and is finely 
daubed within, having three lodging-rooms, very 
neat, one higher than another. It is thought to 
live moſtly on fiſh. 


Taz LAND TORTOISE lives upon graſs; 
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moves very flowly ; and if any thing comes near its 
head, draws it under the ſhell, which is fo ſtrong, 
that nothing can hurt it. It alio draws in its fore 
legs with its head; fo that all is ſecured. It will 
carry 2 man on its back. Its fleſh is eaten. It ap- 


pc ars like Buffalo, and makes good broth. 


Tas WILD GOATS are diſperſed into many 
countries beyond the ſeas, the Alps, Italy, &c. It is 
ſaid, that on the top of the Lybian mountains there 
are Goats of a monſtrous fize, whoſe horns hang 
crooking backwards to their ſhoulders, not like o- 
ther Goats. This fort of Guats is ſaid to be very 
dexterous at climbing, and leaping from the top of 
one craggy hill to another, ſometimes at a very 
great * and ſeldom or never receiving hurt 
from falls. They are remarkable in their care of 
their young; which care, when the dam grows old, 
is returned with a becoming gratitude by the young, 
when grown up, bringing them both food and wa- 


ter. The male of this animal differs not from the 


female either in horn, colour, or proportion. In 
the ſummer-time theſe are red, and in the winter 
DYCWA. 


Tas GOAT approaches the Sheep in age, and 
2 naſt every thing elfe, tho' a more nimble creature, 
Ind of a ſomewhat firmer fleth; whence he ſhould 
dem longer lived; but he is much more ſalacious, 
zud therefore ſhorter lived. 


Tas ELEPHANT is bred in the hot Eat and 


South countries: That of India is the largeſt, being 
about thirteen feet high, and feven broad; and is 
much the largeſt of all land animals. It is for the 
moſt part of a mouſe colour, or black. The ſkin 
is fo bard, that a fharp ſword. cannot penetrate 
through it, eſpecially on the back; the moit ten- 
der part being under the belly. Its eyes are like 
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Swine's. It has four teeth on each fide, with which 
it grinds its ment like meal; beſides theſe, it has 
two others which hang out bevond the reſt; in 
the male downwards, in the female upwards : Thoſe 
of the male are the largeſt; thote of the female 
are ſmaller, but ſharper. One of them it keeps al- 
ways ſharp, to revenge injuries; and with the other 
it roots up trees and plants for its meat. The 
teeth of the male of this bea!t grow to be ten feet 
long; ſome Eicphants' teeth have been ſeen, that 
(they ſay) have weighed ingly three hundred pounds 
weight. The tcerh of the female are reckoned more 
precious than thoſe of the male. Theſe they loſe 
once in teu years; which falling off, they carefally 
bury in the earth, (as is thought) on purpoſe that 
men may not find them. 'The two treth hangin 

out beyond the reſt are ivory, The Elephant's 
tongue is very ſmall, but broad: his trunk, through 
which he draws breath, ferves him as a hand to 
receive his food; it is crooked, griſly, and flexible. 
At the root, next to the nofe, in the trunk, are two 
paſſiges, one into his body and head, by which he 
breathes, and the other into his mouth, whereby he 
takes in his food. With this he fights in war, and 
can take up a ſmall piece cf money from the ground. 
I: has joints in its legs, which it can bend at plea- 
ſure. Its feet are round like a Horfe's and vaſtly 
broad. It is a great lover of wine, and will drink, 


(if fame be true) about fourteen gallons at a time 


of either wine or water. It goes with young ac- 
cording to ſome writer, three years, aud others, 
but two years; and brings forth but one at a time, 
and that but little bigger than a Calf, and grows 
till thirty. When it croftes a river, the dam takes 
her young up with her ſnout, with which ſhe graſps 
it, and carries it ſafe over. The female is more 
ſtrong and couragious than the male, and will bear 
a greater burden; but in war the male is more 


_ graceful, becauſe taller. Whea he is moſt loaded, 
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he will go ſwift ; and can carry a wooden tower up- 
on his back, and thirty men, with their ammuni- 
tions and proviſions of war. He is one of the molt 
docile of all animals, and may be taught to do ma- 
ny things. If they receive no hurt, they will lire a 
hundred years, and ſometimes two hundred. The 
blood of the Elephant is obſerved to be the coldeſt 
of all animals. 


TAE OPOSSUM is in ſhape and ſize ſomething 
like our Badger, but of a lighter dun colour ; with 
a long tail like a Rat's, but thicker. The ſkin of 
its belly is very large, and folded ſo as to meet like 
a purſe, wherein it ſecures its young, while little; 
which will naturally run thither. In this falſe bel- 
ly it will carry its young. It feeds upon fiſh. It is 
bred in Virginia. 


Tas POTTO (fo called by the Negroes, but by 
the Engliſh, ug guard, from his lazy ſluggiſh nature, 
a whole day being little enough for him to advance 
ten ſteps forward) is ſaid, when he climbs a tree, not 
to leave it till he has eaten up, not only the fruis, 
but the leaves alſo, and then deſcends fat and in 
good cafe; but before he can get up another tree, 
he becomes very lean, at lcaſt, if he does not periſh 
with hunger. le is ſuch a horrible ugly creature, 


that ſcarce any thing beſides can be found ſo diſa- 
grecable. 
Tat COATI MONDl is an animal cf Brazil, 


having a ſnout of about a foot long; which is much 
bigger in proportion than any other part of his bo- 

y. His eyes are ſmall, like a Pig's; and his ears 
round, like thoſe of a Rat. 'The fore feet have each 
five toes; thoſe of the fore paws are longer than 
thoſe of the hinder. His hair is ſhort, rough, knot. 
ty, and of a blackiſh colour on the back; and the 
reſt of the body a mixture of black and red. 


Taz TATUS, or ARMADILLIO, is bred in 
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GCrinea and the Weſt Indies. He is covered with 
a hard ſhell, like the fins of a fiſh, which ſeems to 
be buckled to his back, like a coat of armour, within 
which the beaſt draws up his body, as a hedge-hog 
does within his prickled ſkin. He is not much bigger 
than a little Pig, reſembling that creature in his 
ſnout, cars, legs, and feet. His tail is very long, 
like a Rat's; and covered all over with a ſcaly ſhell. 
His mouth is wider than a Sow's. Upon his fore 
feet are four tots, and upon his hind feet five toes. 


Or SQUIRRELS there are three kinds, bred in 
Virginia. The firſt is the great Fox Squirrel, much 
larger than the Englith, and grey; this fort is very 
common, and as good to eat as a Rabbit. The ſe- 
cond is the Flying Squirrel, of a light dun colour, 
and leſs than the Engliſh. The ſkin, on each fide of 
the belly extended, is very large, betwixt the fore leg 
and hind leg, which helps it in ſkipping from one 
bough to another. 'This ſort, though lefs, will leap 
— than the Fox Squirrel. The third is the 
Ground Squirrel, a little bigger than a mouſe, fincly 
ſpotted, like a young Fawn. The Englith Squirrel 
is about the ſize of a Weaſel, but hardly ſo long. 
Its head, tail, and colour, are much like thoſe of a 
Fox. It will, like other Squirrels, leap from bough 
to bough, crack nuts, feed on fruits and vegetables; 
and is very acceptable to the ladies. 


TAE WEASEL has a long and thin body. There 
are ſome of this ſpecies of different colours, as red, 
brown, black, and ſome all white. There are two 
forts, one a domeſtic Weaſel, living in houſes, barns, 
&e. the other wild, living in the woods and moun- 
tains. In the northern parts of Europe there are 
prodigious quantities of white Weaſels. The ladies 
of the firſt rank in Ruſſia cloath themſelves with 
their ſkins, inſtead of ermine, which is very coſtly. 


The domeſtic Weaſels kill and deſtroy Rats, Mice, 


ww _—Y 


| 
4 
F 
| 
| 


— 
— 


7 
- 2 2 


_ Az ZH 


r* 


- ELERS SOTO” OS OI 
2 n bs * * o p _ 


63 A DESCRIPTION OF BEASTS. 


and Moles; as alſo Hens, Chickens, Eggs, &c. 
There's nothing more ſtrange than what is reported 
of their conception and generation; for they are 
faid to engender at the ear, and bring forth their 
young at the mouth. 


LIZARDS are of various fpecies ; ſome of the 
largeſt having a tail about a foot long, and a hand 
broad. The Lizard is of a dark colour, but half the 
head is red. 'There are ſome other forts of Lizards 
which are green, and ſome grey; the laſt much leſs 
than the firſt ; and theſe are ſuffered to creep up and 
down the chambers (at the Guinea faQtories) clean- 
ſing them from all vermin : theſe, according to ſome 
are called Sa/amanders. Lizards are bred in Spain, 
Portugal, &c. 


Taz FERRET is a bold creature, an enemy to 
all others, but thoſe of its own kind. It is in ze 
and make ſomewhat like a Weaſe!' It breeds in 
England, but not in ſeveral other countries of Eu- 
rope. Here it is tamed, to hunt Rabbits out of 


their holes in the earth; but it is put in always 


muzzled, left it ſhould kill them, and ſuck their 
blood in their burrows, which it is very gre*dy of. 
Its head is little, like a Mouſe's, and its eyes very 
fiery. The tame of this ſpecics, live upon milk, 
bariey, bread, &c. and the wild upon the blood of 
Rabbits, Hares, Hens, Chickens, and other crea» 


tures, that they can ſurpriſe and overcome. 


Tre MARTIN is about the bigneſs of a Cat, ha- 
ving a longer body, but ſhorter legs, with head and 
tail like a Fox's. Its ſkin is fomewhat brown, with 
white on the throat, and yellow on the back. Its 
teeth are exceeding white and unequal, one longer 
than another, and moſt prodigious ſharp. In the ne- 
ther chap ſtands fix ſmall eating teeth, in a right line 
over-againſt one another, which don't happen in a- 
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ny . beaſt. The grinding teeth are like thoſe of 


a ſaw, triangular in fathion, being eight above and 
eight beneath. It is bred in ſeveral countries, as 
France, Italy, Sweden, and Muſcev ; but not 
without ſome difference: the ſcin of this creature 


bears a great price; princes and noblemen being 
cloathed therewith. 


Tus CROCODILE is a creature that lives on 
land and in water. Its colour is like to ſaffron, that 
is, betwixt yellow and red, but more inclining to yel- 
low. The belly is fomewhat whiter than the other 
parts. Its body is rough, being covered all over with 
a certain bark, or rind, fo thick, firm, and ſtrong, 
that it will not yield, (and eſpeciall y about the back) 
to a cart wheel, even when the cart is loaded; and in 
all the upper po and the tail, it is impenetrable by 
any dart, or fpear : But the belly is ſofter, wherem 
it receiveth wounds more eaſily. The covering of its 
back is diſtinguiſhed into divers divided thells, ſtand- 
ing up far above the fleſh; but on the belly it is more 
ſmooth. The head of this beaſt is very broad; and 
its ſnout is like a Sow's. When it eats or bites it 
never moves its under chap. The opening of the 
mouth reaches to the place of its ears. Its teeth are 
white, long, ſharp, a little crooked and hollow. It 
has ſixty joints or bones on the back, which are tied 
together with fo many nerves. The tail is nearly as 
iong as the whole body, and is alſo rough, and 
armed with hard ſkin upon the 4 part and iides 
but beneath, it is ſmooth and tender. It F ath fins 
upon the tail, by the benefit whereof it ſwims; 
as alſo by the help of its feet, which are like 4 
Bear's, except that they are covered with ſcales in- 
ſtead of hair. Its nails are very tharp and ftrong. 
It is doubtſul whether it hath any place cf excie- 
nent, except the mouth. By reaſon of the ſhort- 
ne{s of its legs, its pace is very flow; and therefore 
it is not yery difheult for a man to eſcape from it 
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by flight; eſpecially, if he does not go ſtraight for- 
ward, but turns and winds out of the direct path; for 
the Crocodile's body is fo hard and (iff, that it can- 
not eaſily turn and wind after him. It brings forth 
oung every year; and lays its eggs (which are a- 
ut as big as a Goofe's) in the earth or dry land. 
During the ſpace of threeſcore days it lays every day 
an egg; and within the like ſpace of time they are 
hatched into young ones, by ſitting or lying upon 
them by courſe, the male one while, and the female 
another; which is in a moderate and temperate ſea - 
fon ; otherwiſe they periſh, and come to nothing. 
So ſoon as the young ones are hatched, they inſtant- 
y fall into the water. 'The Crocodile is thought to 
hve fixty years: Some have thought that the Alli- 
tor is a diſtinct ſpecies from the Crocodile; but 
it is the received opinion of the Naturaliſts, tliat it 
is no other than a Crocodile not arrived to its full 
wth. There are many Crocodiles in Egypt, a- 
ut the river Nile, in the Weſt Indies, &c. Thoſe 
aboue the Nile are much the largeſt ; ſome of them 
being (according to very credible teſtimony) not leſs 
than thirty feet long. 


Wirz regard to the length and ſhortneſs of life 
in animals, the information procurable is but flen- 
der, obſervation flight, and tradition fabulous. Tame 
creatures are corrupted by a degenerate life; and 
wild ones intercepted by the inclemency of the wea- 
ther. Neither do the things which may ſeem con- 
comitant aſſiſt us much in this enquiry ; as the bulk 
of the body, the period of geſtation, the number of 
young, the time of growth, &c. theſe being com- 
plicated confiderations, that ſometimes concur, and 
ſometimes not. | 
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HE GOLDEN EAGLE is in length, from 
point of the beak to tip of the tail, about 

three feet nine inches: the breadth, from tip to tip 
of the wings extended, is eight ſpans: the length, 
from the bill to the talons, is four ſpans and a half. 
The bill is very ſtrong, crooked, and exceeding ſharp: 
the tongue is like a man's, broad, round, and blunt 
at the tip: the feathers of the neck are hard, and of 
« rulty colour: the eye by nature is very carefully 
preſerved; for, inſtead of one, as in other animals, it 
has four lids or covers for it : the wings and tail are 
of a duſky colour: the other ſmall feathers of the 
whole body are of a cheſnut colour, ſprinkled with 
white ſpots, fewer on the back, more on the belly ; 
the bottoms of all being white: the legs are of a 
duſky colour; feathered down to the feet, the feet 
are yellowiſh : it has four talons, very ſharp and 
crooked. This fowl is of an extraordinary fierce- 
neſs, and will aſſault a Cat, Dog, &c. 
Tus SEA-EAGLE, or Ofprey, (which ſeems to 
be the ſame with the Engliſh Bald Buzzard) hath 
been thus deſcribed : From the point of the beak ro 
the end of the talons it is about three feet long; from 
tip to tip of the wings nine ſpans broad. The bill 
and the tongue are very much like the Golden Eagle's. 
From the chin hang down ſmall feathers like hair imi- 
tating a beard ; whence by ſome it is called the Beard- 
ed Eagle. The feathers of the whole dody are par- 
ty-coloured, being whitiſh, duſkiſh, and ruſty : Its 
legs are almoſt wholly covered with duſky feathers, 
ſomewhat inclining to yellow: beſides the feathers, 
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the whole body is covered with a white and ſoft 
down, as the tkin of a Swan: the talons are very 
black and hooked. This Eagle feeds only on ſiſh. 

Tae BLACK EAGLE is about twice 4s big as 
a Raven. The jaws and eye-lids are bare of fcathers, 
and ſomewhat reddiſh; the head, neck, and breaſt 
black. In the middle of the back between the Houle 
ders, it has a large white ſpot daſhed with red; the 
rump red: the leffer rows of feathers in the wings 
are of a Buzzard colour; then a black ſtreak ar bar 
croſs the prime feathers, after that a white one; the 
remaining part of the feathers to the tips, of a dark 
aſh colour: the eyes are of a hazle colour: the legs 
are feathered down a little below the knees, the na- 
ked part being red: the talons are very long. 

Tres Eagle called MORPHNOS, or Morphno 
Congener, is about the height and bigneſs of a large 
dunghill Cock: its beak is pretty long, hooked, and 
tending almoſt directly downward: the colour cf the 
feathers is ruſty, like that of old iron, except that at 
the end of the wings it hath many ſpots. The legs 
are all over feathered down to the beginning of the 
toes, and ſprinkled with whitiſh aſh- coloured ſpots; 
the fect are yellow; the toes above, toward the leg, 
covered with ſcales; toward the talons, with round 
tables. 

Tux VULTURINE EAGLE, called Grrafor, 
is of a very large ſize, being not much lefs than the 
Golden Eagle, but of an unutval and ridiculous ſhape; 
the beak, not, as in other Eagles, bending from the 
root to the tip, but ſtraight almoit to the middle, 
toward the point bowed into a remarkable hook, at- 
ter the ſame manner as in Vultures. The whole 
head whitiſh, inclining to duſky {fuſcum. } The up- 

r part of the neck about half way down, aimoit 
bald, beſet with very few, and thoſe ſmall feathers, 
of a white colour. At the end of this bald part, almoſt 
in the middle of the neck, grow ſmall feathers, like 


certain rough curled hairs, flanding up above the 
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reſt of the plumage, as it were very fine, flender, 
long briſtles. It hath on the back a kind of hood, 
reaching tothe middle thereof,ending in a ſh 
The colour of the whole body is a dark cheſnut, 
inclining to black z the tail long; the feet and legs 
white, and the claws duſky. 
Tux MOOR BUZZARD is leſs chan the com- 
mon Buzzard, of about the bigneſs of a crow. The 
crown of the head is of a clay colour; the whole 
body, as well lower as upper hide, is of a dark ruſty 
colour; only at the middle joint of both wings, there 
is a ſpot of the fame reddiſh clay colour with the 
head ; and the feathers at the roct or rife of the tail 
are dun. The tail is about nine inches long, being 
party-coloured, of a dark and light yellow, or bay; 
the legs are about a hand-breadth long, feathered 
down a little below the knee, longer, and flenderer, 
for the bigneſs of the bird, than in others of this 
kind: the legs and feet ars yellow, the talons black. 
Tarr GOSHAWE is bigger than the common 
Puzzard. Ihe colour of the head, neck, back, and 
upper fide of the wings, is of a dark brown: the 
whole breait and belly white, with tranſverſe black 
lines, ſtanding very thick; the thighs are covered o- 
ver with reddith feathers, having a black line in the 
middle down the ſhaft; the legs and feet are yellow; 
the taluns black, the back blue: the wings, when clo- 
ted, fall much thort of the end of the train, by which 
note alone, and its bigneſs, it is ſuſſiciently diſt inguiſh- 
ed from all other Hawks : the train is long, of a dun 
colour, with four or five croſs blackiſh bars ſtanding 
at a great diſtance from each other. It takes not on- 
ly Partridges and Pheaſants, but alſo greater fowls, as 
Geeſe and Cranes; ſometimes alſo it catches Rabbits. 
Tue SPARROW-HAWE is about as big as a 
large Wood-Pigeon. Its beak is ſhort, hooked, 
blue, and black toward the tip; the tongue thick, 
black, and a little cleft; the eyes of a mean ſize; the 
crown of the kead is of 1 dark brown. Above tue 
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eyes, and in the hinder part of the head, ſometimes 
are white feathers : the bottoms of the feathers in the 
head and neck are white; the reſt of the upper ſide, 
back, ſhoulders, wings, and neck, are of the fame 
dark brown, except ſome feathers of the wings, which 
are ſpotted with white; the colour of the under fide, 
viz. the neck, breaſt, belly, ſides, and wings, is vari- 
ous, of white and blackiſh, or ruſſet; the wings, when 
cloſed, ſcarce reach to the middle of the tail : the 
thighs are ſtrong and fleſhy; the legs long, flen- 
der, and yellow; the toes alſo long; the talons black. 
It lays about five white eggs, ſpotted near the blunt 
end with blood-red ſpecks. It feeds only upon birds; 
and, for its bigneſs, is very bold and courageous. 
Tre KITE, or Gd, is bigger than the common 
Buzzard ; the head and chin are of a pale aſh colour, 
varied with black lines along the ſhafts of the ſea- 
thers ; the neck is red, the middle part of the feathers 
being black, the back duſky, or brown, like a Buzzard; 
the — next the tail are of the ſame colour with 
it, having their middle parts or ſhafts black; the leſſer 
rows of wing-feathers are party- coloured, of red, 
black, and white; the ſeathers covering the inſide of 
the wings are red, with black ſpots in the middle; 
the tail is forked, the colour red, the extreme fea- 
thers blackith, and the tips of all are white; the bill 
is black, the tongue broad and thick; the eyes are 
great ; the legs and feet yellow, the talons black. By 
this figure of its tail alone it is diſtinguiſhed from all 
other birds of prey. Her tail ferves her for a rudder, 
to direct her flight thro' the air, whence fome have 
thought, that men learned the art of fteering a ſhip 
by this bird. It is a very bold bird, and a great de- 
ſtroyer of young poultry. When it ſees a young duck, 
chicken, &c. far from ſhelter, or by any other means 
lying fit and expoſed to rapine, jt ſingles it out and 
flies round for a while, marking it; then of a fud- 
den it darts down, and catches it up before it is aware. 
Taz MOUNTAIN FALCON is near as big 
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as the Goſhawk, but ſhorter bodied. It has a round 
head and breaſt, a taper crown, and black, encom- 
paſſed with a kind of aſh- coloured coronet : in the 
forehead, not far from the beak, ſtand up certiin very 
fine and flender feathers, as it were hairs, among tlie 
black and brown ones; which yet are but few, and in 
ſome birds none at all: the throat, as far as the 
breaſt-bone, is ſomewhat whitiſh, beſprinkled wich 
great ſpots; the reſt of the breaſt is beautified with 
certain marks, which are ſometimes of the colour of 
ruſty iron, ſometimes red, and ſometimes blackiſh; 
befides theſe, it has other ſmaller ſpecks; the back and 
loins are covered with ſmall brown feathers. It is ſaid 
to prey only upon great birds, neglecting the ſmaller. 

Tur RED INDIAN FALCON is > don the big- 
neſs of the Mountain Falcon. Its head is of an ath 
colour, tending to brown; as is alſo the neck, the 
whole back, and the outſide of the wings; the whole 
breaſt, and alſo the upper part of the inſide of the 
wings, the belly and the rump, the hips and thighs, 
are all futvous, or red, of a pale vermilion colour; 
but the chin in this red colour is marked with a 
long aſh-coloured ſpot, produced downwards: the 
breaſt alſo before is ſprinkled with ſmall ſpecks of the 
ſame colour: the legs and feet are yeliow, pretty 
thick and ſtrong z the talous black and very ſharp. 

Tux great BU TCHER BIRD or AMr-77g2/7 in the 
North of England is called Mertengel, in tome parts 
of Germany it is called by a name, which in our 
language ſignifies Ninet:ler, becauſe it is faid to kill 
nine birds before it ceaſes, or every day nine. It 
is in bigneſs equal to the common Blackbird; the 
head, back, and rump are afh-coloured; the chin 
and belly white; the breaſt and lower part of the 
throat varied with dark lines, croiling each other; 
the tips of the feathers of the wings are for the moſt 
part white ; the utmoſt feathers of the male are all 
over white, the two middlemoſt have only their 
tips white, the reſt of the feathers being black : the 
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legs and feet are black. It builds among thorny 
ſhrubs, dwarf - trees and buſhes: making its neſt of 
moſs, wool, and downy herbs, but the bottom of 
heath, on which it lays foft and tender ſtalks of hay; 
and commonly lays ſix eggs. It feeds moſtly on in- 
fects, yet doth it often kill ſmall birds. 

Tus MERLIN is one of the leaſt Birds our Fal- 
coners uſe for Hawking; it being not much bigger 
than a Blackbird. "The back and ,upper part are 
party-coloured, of a dark blue and brown ; the flag 
teathers of the wings black; with ruſty ſpots : the 
train is about five inches long, of a dark brown or 
blackiſh colour, with tranverſe white bars: the breaſt 
and belly are of a rulty white, with brown ſpots : 
the legs are long, flender, and yellow; the talons 
black. Below the hcad it has a ring of yellowith 
white, incircling the head like a coronet. In the 
male the feathers on the rump, next the tail, are 
bluer; by which note, and its bigneſs, Falconers 
diſcern the fex; for the female in this, as in o- 
ther birds of prey, is greater than the male, being 
for colour leſs red, with a certain mixture of blue. 
The Merlin, tho” the leaſt of Hawks, yet for ſpirit, 
and mettle gives place to none. It ſtrikes Partrid- 
ges on the neck, with a fatal ſtroke, killing them in 
an inſtant. No Hawk kills her prey fo ſoon. 

is HONEY BUZZARD for bigneſs equals or 
excecds the common Buzzard; and is alfo like it 
in figure or thape of body. The head is ath-culour- 
ed; the crown flat, broad, and narrow toward the 
beak : the bottoms of the feathers in the head and 
back are white: the colour of the back is cf a 
Mouſe-dun; the tips of the flag-feathers, as alſo 
thoſe in the ſecond and third rows in the wings, are 
white; the feathers under the chin and tail are 
white; the breaſt and belly alſo white, ſpotted with 
black ſpots; the legs are feathered down below the 
knee, ſhort, ſtrong, and yellow, as are alſo the feet: 
the taloas long, ftrong, ſharp, and black, It builds . 
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its neſt of (mall twigs, laying upon them wool, and 
upon the wool its eggs: it runs very ſwiftly. 

Tue VULTURE is ſomewhat bigger than an 
Eagle. Its beak is large and crooked at the end. It 
is faid, that the Vulture has an excellent ſagacity of 
ſmelling, above all other birds; fo that it can per- 
ceive the favour of dead carcaſes from far. The an- 
cients have delivered, that the Vulture is content only 

with dead carcaſes, abſtaining from the rapine and 
ſlaughter of living animals; but ſome moderns af- 
frm, that it purſues living birds, and preys upon li- 
ving Fawns, Hares, Kids, Lambs, &c. Its neck is, 
for the moſt part, bare of feathers. The craw hangs 
down, like a bag, before the ſtomach, or breaſt. Un- 
der the throat ic has a ſpace of about a hand br. cadihy 

c|»thed ratlier with hair, like to the ſe of 2 C. „ than 
wit fen hers. Lit the female, cantrary rt Han- 

ner of oer birds of prey, doth nut excced tu * 

in 5. s. That ali the infide of the wings is co- 
vercd with a ſoft fleece of down, which is peculiar 
to the Vulture alone, among rapacious birds. 

Tux Common BUZZARD, or Puttech, is about 
the bigneſs of a Pheaſant, or young Pullet. The 
head is great, the crown broad and flat, the beak 
ſhort, hooked, and of a dark blue. Its tongue is thick, 
teſhy, and blunt, as in the reſt of this kind : the co- 
lour of all the upper part is of a dark dun, approach- 
ing to black, or a ruſty black. Some Birds of this 
kind have many white ſpots in the covert feathers 
of the wings, which, when the wings are ſpread, ap- 
pear like a white line: the like white ſpots it hath in 
the long feathers ſpringing from the ſhoulders, which 
cover the whole back: The edges of theſe feathers 
are of a dirty yellow ; the lower fide of the body of 
a yellowiſh white : the breaſt is ſtained with ruſt 
ſpots. Between the eyes and noſtrils grow long black 
briſtles. On the middle of the back grow no fea- 
thers, but only down; for the ſcapular feathers cover 
the whole back: the — are long, ſtrong, and 


— —— — —ʒ—— — —äñũ̃— ́ð ũf — 3 


x —- 


+" © -o_ — —— 


| 

| 

{ 

i 
| 

| 
1 


Ss 


82 A DESCRIPTION OF BIRDS. 

fleſby : th- s ſhort, thick, and ſtrong, feathered 
dow:. 2 e below the knees: the legs and feet yel- 
iow, and covered with ſcales. It feeds upon Mice, 


Moc, and Birds, and is a great deſtroyer of Rabbets. 
517724r45'eggs are white, ſtained with a few great red- 
4.12 1714s tome times all over white without ſpots. 


zue Little BU TCHER Bird, called in Yorkſhire, 
F ber, is about the bigneſs of a Lark, and hath a 
zrvat head. About the noſtrils and corners of the 
n.outh grow black hairs or briſtles: the back and 
upper fide of the wings are of a ruſty colour; the 
ug ad and rump of afh; the throat and breaſt is white, 
daſhed with red. It buiids its neſt of graſs, bent, 
and feathers; and lays fix eggs, towards the ſharper 
end almoſt wholly white, towards the blunter end 
encompaſſed with a circle of brown, or dark red. 

Tus CUCKOW is about the bigneſs of a Mag- 
pie; its length, from the tip of the bill to the end of 
the tail, being above twelve inches; the upper chap 
of the bill ſomewhat hooked, and longer than the 
lower, for the moſt part of a dark or blackiſh colour; 
the nether part of a pale or whitiſh yellow: the in- 
fide of the mouth, and the tongue, are of a deep 
yellow, or ſaffron colour; the throat, breaſt, and 
belly are white; the feathers of the head are of a 
da brown, with white edges; the neck and back 
are brown, with a tincture of red; the rump is aſh- 
coloured; the covert feathers of the wings are of the 
ſame colour with thoſe on the back, only the outmoſt 


darker. Its feet and claws are yellow; it hath two 


back toes; it feeds on Caterpillars and other Inſects. 
The Cuckow herſelf builds no neſt, but having found 
the neſt of ſome little bird, ſhe either devours or de- 
ſtroys the eggs ſhe there finds, and in the room lays 
one of her own, and fo forſakes it; the filly bird re- 
turning, fits on this egg, hatches it, and with a great 
deal of care and toil broods, feeds, and cherithes 
the young Cuckew for her own, until it be grown 
up, and ready to fly, and flait for itſelf: which 
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thing ſeems ſo ſtrange, monſtrous, and abſurd, that 
the learned and ingenious Dr. Willoughby, in his Or- 
nithology, publiſhed by the learnedand ingenicus Mr. 
Ray, declares, that he could not have been induced 
to believe that ſuch a thing had been done by nature's 
inſtinct, had he not with his own eyes ſeen it. 

Taz RAVEN is a very large fowl, being in 
length, from the tip of the bill to the end of the 
tail, about two feet. The bill is long, thick, ſharp, 
and very black; the upper chap ſomewhat hooked, 
but not fo as an Hawk's; the lower ſtraight, the 
feathers are black all over the body, having a blue 
ſplendour, or gloſs, which is ſeen eſpecially in the 
tail and wings: the belly is ſomething paler, incli- 
ning i brown. It has crooked claws, feeds 
on fruits, inſets, the of beaſts, birds, and 
fiſhes ; ſets upon, and kills, and devours living birds, 
after the manner of Hawks. Ravens abound in all 
countries, they being hardy birds, that will eaſily 
bear all changes of weather, fearing neither heat nor 
cold. 'The Raven lays about five or fix eggs before 
it begins to fit, of a pale greeniſh blue, full of black 
ſpots. This bird is ſaid to live to a very great age, 
forty or fifty years or upwards. 

Tur Common or CARRION CROW, is leſs 
than the Raven, being about eighteen inches in 
length. The bill is ſtrong, thick, and ſtraight. The 
colour of the whole body is black, only the bottom 
of the feathers of a lead or darkiſh colour. This 
bird delights to feed upon the carcaſes of dead ani- 
mals when they begin to putrify. It kills and de- 
vours living birds in like manner as the Raven; 
moreover, it eateth grain, and all forts of inſects, in 
England at leaſt. For beyond feas (they ſay) it 
meddles with no ſort of grain. It builds upon high 
trees, and lays four or five eggs at a time, like the 
Raven, but leſs. The Crow is faid to have a very 
ſagacious ſcent, ſo that it is difficult to hoot it, the 
bird ſmelling the gunpowder afar ott. 
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THe ROOK is ſomething bigger than the Crow. 
It has no craw, but, inſtead thereof, the gullet below 
the bill is dilated into a kind of bag, wherein it brings 
meat to feed its young, Its colour is black, but 
brighter than that of the Crow. The Rooks build 
many together, upon high trees about gentlemen's 
houſes, who are much delighted with the noiſe they 
make in breeding time. Both cock and hen fit by 
turns. Their eggs are like a Crow's but loſs, ſpot- 
ted with great ſpots. It is ſaid, that when Rooks 
build, one of the pair always fits to watch the neſt 
till ic be finiſhed, whilſt the other goes about to fetch 
materials; elſe if both go, and leave the neſt uufi - 
niſhed, as ſumetimes they venture to do, their fellow 
Rooks, erg they return again, will have robbed them, 
aud carried away to their ſeveral neſts al! their icke, 
2:12 wirucoever elle they had got togecher. Hence, 
perhaps, he word Rocking is uſed tor cheating or a- 
buinyz Young Rooks are good food. | 

Tus JACKDAW is much leſs than the Crow. 
I: Bas 2 large head, and a ſtrong bill. The hinder 
part of the head, as far as the middle of the neck, 
inclines to an aſh-colour, as alſo the breaſt and belly, 
but leis; elſe the whole plumage is black, with a 
kind of blue gloſs ; the fore part of the head is of a 
deeper black. It feeds upon nuts, fruits, feeds, and 
infects. Jackdaws uſuaily frequent and build in 
ancient caſtles, towers, cliffs, houſes, and ſtone walls, 
eſpecially if they be deſolate and ruinous. They lay 
five or fix eggs, leſs, paler, and having fewer ſpots 
than thoſe of Crows. 'The Jackdaw may be taught 
to imitate the human voice like a Magpie. 

THe MAGPIE is about the bigneſs of the Jack- 
daw ; and, excepting the whiteneſs of the breaſt and 
wings, and the length of the tail, it is very much hke 
that bird. The head, neck, throat, back, rump, and 
lower belly, are of a black colour; the breaſt and 
ſides are white, as alſo the firſt joint of the wing; 
the wings are ſmaller than the bigneis of the body 
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would feem to require. "Tis a very and 
cunning bird, and may eaſily be taught to f and 
that very plainly. It builds its neft in trees, with 
ſuch art and cunning as is admirable, fencing it 
round on the outſide, both above and below with 
ſharp thorns, leaving only one hole, and that a very 
narrow one, for itſelf to paſs in and out by. 

Tus JAY is leſs than a Magpie. The feathers 
of the head and body of this bird are taller, flenderer, 
and ſtand more ſtaring and erect than ordinary. 
Near the lower chap of the bill are two black ſpots, 
on each fide one; the chin and lower part of the 
belly whitiſh ; elſe the breaſt and belly are of a co- 
lour mixed with aſh and red; the rump above is 
whitez the back red, with a certain mixture cf 
blue ; the wings are very beautiful, being chequer- 
ed with black, white, and lovely ſhining blue lines; 
the tail is wholly black. Its eggs are of an aſh co- 
jour, with darker ſpots, ſcarce ap ng. 

Tus TOUCANIAN-PIE, or Brazil, is about the 
ſize of a Magpie. It is faid, that the bill of this bird 
15 thicker and longer than almoſt the whole 
beſides; and of a yellowiſh colour: The head, in pro- 
portion to the body, is great and thick, as is ſuitable 
and requiſite to ſuſtain a bill of that length; the 
head, neck, and wings are black ; the breaſt ſhines 
with a moſt bright and lovely gold, or ſaffron colour, 
with a certain redneſs near the beginning; the belly 
and thighs with a moſt beautiful vermilion: the tail 
is black, but in the end of a notable red. It is faid 
that this bird, to ſecure her young from the Mon- 
keys, when ſhe perceives the approach of thoſe ene- 
mies, ſo ſettles herſelf in her neit, as to put her bill 
out it the hole, and gives the Monkeys ſuch a wel- 
Come therewith, that they preſently pack away, and 
are glad they eſcape ſo. 

Tak ROLLER is about the bigneſs of the Jay. 
Its bill is black, ſharp, and ſomething hooked ; the 
bead is of a furdid green, mingled with bluc ; of 
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which colour is alſo the throat, with white lines in 
the middle of each feather ; the breaſt and belly are 
of a pale blue, like thoſe of a Pigeon; the mid- 
dle of the back, between the ſhoulders, is red; the 
rump and letſer rows of covert-feathers of the wings 
are of a lovely blue; the feet are ſhort, and like thoſe 
of a dove, ct a dirty yellow colour. 

Tus PARROT hath a great head, a hard beak 
and ſkull. This bird in deſcending, or climbing up 
boughs, grates, &c. firſt catches hold with her bill, 
as it were with a hook, then draws up her body, 
then faſtens her feet; then reaching up higher, claps 
on her beak again, and fo puts forward her bod 
and feet by turus. The Parrot only, with the Cro- 
codile, moves the upper jaw, as all other animals do 
the lower; the tongue is broad, and reſembles a 
man's: the feet are of fingular faſhion, for they have 
not three toes ſtanding forward, and one backward 
but two each way, like Woodpickers. In wit it ex- 
cels all other birds. It is faid that a Parrot, which 
fell out of King Henry the cighth's palace at Welt- 
minſter, into the river 'Thames, that runs by, then 
very ſeaſonably remembering the words it had often 
heard fomewhcre, in danger or in jeit, uſed, cried out 
amain, A beat, à boat for twenty pounds. A certain 
experienced boatman made thither preſently, took up 
the bird and reſtored it to the king, to whom he 
knew it belonged, hoping for as great a reward as 
the bird had promiſed. The king agreed with the 
boat-man, that he ſhould have as the bird being aſk- 
ed anew ſhould ſay; and the bird anſwered, Give the 
knave a groat. Parrots are bred in the Eaſt and Weſt 
Indies. They breed not in cold countries; for the 
are impatient of cold, fo that they can hardly bear 
our winters, unleſs they be kept in * places. They 
are ſaid tc be very long-lived. There are ſeveral forts 
of Parrots, differing both in ſize and colour: the 
foregoing deſcription, belonging to Parrots in gene- 
ral, I (hail forbear to give a particular deſcription of 
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each; but have given the figures of three, viz. the 
Common, the White Creſted, and the Parrot called 
the Macao. 

Tur HORN OWL is in length, from the point of 
the bill to the end of the tail, about fourteen inches; its 
breadth, meaſuring from tip to tip of the wings extend- 
ed, three feet and four inches; the feathers which co- 
ver the lower belly and legs are reddiſh ; in the throat 
and breaſt, the middle parts of the feathers are black, 
the outer parts partly white and partly yellow; thoſe un- 
der the wings are red: the covert feathers of the win 
are party-coloured, of a dark aſh and yellow; the back 
of the {fame colour with the wings; the horas are above 
an inch long, confiſting of fix feathers : the legs and feet 
are feathered down to the claws, which are black. 

Tur GREY OWL is bigger than the common Barn 
Owl. The head, back, wings, and tail, are of an afh-co- 
lour, ſpeckled with whitiſh and black fpots. Under the 
belly the feathers are white, with blackiſh ſpots. The 
head is very great, thick, round, and full of feathers. In 
other reſpects, it is like the Common Owl. 

Tus common BARN OWL, or White Owl, is about 
the bigneſsof a Pigeon. Its bill is white, hooked at the end, 
more than an inch and a half long. This bird hath a cir- 
cle or wreath of white, ſoft, downy feathers, encompaſſed 
with yellow ones, beginning from the noitrils on cach ſide, 
paſſing round the eyes and under the chin, ſomewhat re- 
ſembliug a black hood, ſuch as women uſed to wear; fo 
that the eyes appear to be ſunk in the middle of theſe 
feathers ; the breaſt, belly, and covert feathers of the in- 
fide of the wings are white, marked with a few dark 
ſpots. The head, neck, and back, as far as the prime fea- 
thers of the wings, variouſly, and of all night birds the 
moſt elegantly coloured ; the legs are covered with a thick 
down to the feet; but the. toes are only hairy, the hairs 
alſa thin ſet. 

Tux FERN OWL, or Chum Owl, or Goat Sucker, 
is a very beautiful bird for colour, being more like a 
Cuckow than an Owl; and it is eafy diſtinguiſhed from 
all other Birds, by the ſtructure of its bill and feet. Its 
bill, in proportion to its body, is the leaſt of all birds, and 
a little crooked. It has a huge wide mouth and ſwallow. 
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On the fides of the upper chap of the bill, as alſo under 
the chin, it has ſtiff black hairs, like briftles ; the under 
fide of the body is painted with black and red; the legs 
are very {mall 1a proportion, feathered on the foretide 
half way. It is found in the mountainous woods in many 
places of England, as in Yorkſhire, Derbyſhire, &c. 

Tax Common GREEN WOOD-FPECEKER, or 
Woopse1TE, is about the fize of the Jay : the top of the 
head is of crimſon, or vermilion colour, ſpotted with 
Black ; the eyes are encompaſſed with black ; under the 
back, on each fide, is another vermilion ſpot: the throat, 
breaſt, and belly, are of a pale green; the back, neck, 
and leſſer rows of covert feathers of the wings, green; 
the rump, of a pale yellow or ftraw celour. This bird 
bas a ſtraight, hard, ftrong, and ſharp bill. Its tongue 
is of a very great length, with which it ſtrikes Ants 
and other inſccts. 

Tus NUTHATCH, or Nutjobber, is leſs than a 
Chaffinch : the head, neck, and back are of an aſh-co- 
lour ; the fides under the wings red; the throat and breaſt 
of a pale yellow; the lower belly, under the tail, hath 
fome red feathers, with white tips; the chin is white. 
It builds in the holes of trees, and if the entrance be 
too big, it doth artificially ſtop up part of it with clay, 
leaving only a ſmall hole for itſelf to paſs in and out by. 
It is a pretty fight to fee her fetch a nut out of her 
hoard, place it in a chink, and then ſtanding above 
it, with her head downwards, ftriking it with all her 
force, break the ſhell, and catch up the kernel. 

Tur WALL-CREEPER, or Spider-catcher, isbigger 
than a Floufſe-Sparrow. It hath a long, flender, black 
bill: the head, neck, and back, are of an afh-colour, the 
breaſt is white; the wings partly of an aſh-colour, and 
partly red. It is a briſk and chearful bird, and hath a 
pleaſant note. It builds its neſt in the holes of trees. 

Taz OX-EYE CREEPER is a very ſmall bird, ſcarce bigger 
than the Copped Wren. It hath a long, flender, ſharp bill; the 
throat, breaſt, and belly white; the head, back, and wings, in- 


clining to a Fox-colour ; the middle parts of the feathers being 
whitiſh. Above the eyes, on each ſide, is a white ſpot. It is 


frequent in England, and builds in the hollows of trees; lays a 


great number of eggs, ſometimes (they ſay) not fewer than 


tdsenty. 
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A PEACOCE is a bird well known, and ſuffici- 
eatly characteriſed by the length and glorious 
like ſpots of his tail. His head, neck, and the be- 
ginning of his breaſt, are of a deep blue. He has 
a tuft on the top of his head, not entire, as in ſome 
other birds, but conſiſting of a kind of naked, but 
very tender green ſtalks, or ſhafts of feathers, bear- 
ing on their tops, as it were, lily flowers of the ſame 
colour. 'The neck is long, and very flender ; the back 
a pale aſn- colour, beſprinkled with many black ſpots; 
the rump of a deep green : 'The long feathers of the 
tail are of a cheſnut colour, beautified with moſt e- 
legant gold lines, tending upwards, but ending in 
tips of a deep green, and forked like Swallows' zails : 
the circular fpots, or eyes of the feathers, are 
coloured; of a deep green, ſhining like a ert 
lite, 2 gold, and a ſapphire colour. Thoſe con- 
fiſt of four circles of different colours; the firſt a 
golden, the fecond a cheſnut, the third a green, and 
the fourth, or middle place, is taken up by a blue or 
ſapphire-coloured fpot, almoſt of the bigneſs of a 
kidney-bean. The hips, legs, and feet, are of an 
aſh colour, with black ſpots; the belly, near the fto- 
mach, is of a bluiſh green. His food is the fame 
with that of the common Cock and Hen. The fleſh 
of this fowl reſembles much in taſte that of a Tur- 
key, only rather coarſer; though dreſſed ever fo 
thoroughly, yet, when cold, it appears as if perfet- 
ly raw; and has been proved by experience (as we 
have it from good authority) that, when dreſſed, it 
will keep 2 great while, even ſome months, without 
putrefaction. 


Tax TURKEY [repreſented in next plate ] is as tall 
as a Peacock; its neck, together with its head, is 
altogether bare of feathers, and only covered with 
2 purpliſh-coloured ſkin. The feathers of this bird 
do ſomewhat reſemble a Hawk's, and have their 
ends white. — — 
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claws have the ſame diftinction and figure with the 
dunghill Cock. Tarkeys love hot countric s; yet 
they can bear cold ones after they are vrow! oP, and 
have been uſed to them; but their young chickens 
are very tender, and not to be reared without Care 
and attendance. 'The antipathy this fowl hath a- 
gainſt a red colour, fo as to be much moved and 
provoked at the fight thereof, is very ſtrange. 

Tur Common COCK being ſo well known, it 
will be but loft labour to beſtow any words about him. 
He is a very couragious and high-fpiritcd bird, that, 
if of a good breed, will rather die than yield ; and be- 
ing a moſt lecherous bird, doth fuddenly grow old, 
and ſeldom liveth above ten years. It hath been de- 
livered and received dy ancients and moderns, with 
unanimous conſent and approbation, that the Lion 
is afraid of a cock, cannot endure the fght of him, 
yea, is terriſicd by his very crowing, and divers rea- 
tons ſought and aſſigned for this antipathy ; ; whert- 
as the thing itſelf is, by experience, found to be falſe. 

Tae PHEASANT is a large bird, weighing for- 
ty or fifty ounces, according to its being fatter or 
leaner. The crown of the head, and upper part of 
the neck, are tinctured with a dark green, thining 
like ſilk, which colour is more faint on the crown 
of the head. The ſides of the neck, and the throat, 
are of a thining purple colour. The feathers under 
the chin, and at the corners of the mouth are black, 
with green borders; below the green, the reſt of the 
neck, the breaſt, and ſnoulders, middle of the back, 
and fides under the wings, are cloathe with a moſt 
beautiful colour, v aich, as it is diverſely objected 
to the light, appears eicher black or purple. The 
legs are armed with ſpurs, ſhorter than in a Cock, 
but ſharp, and of a black colour. The Hen is not 
fo beautiful as the Cock, the is almoſt of the colour of 
a Quail. They live in the woods; and feed upon 
acorns, berries, grain, and ſeeds of plants: are ace 
counted better meat than moſt other fowls, as well 
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becauſe they are rare, as becauſe they are of a moſt 
delicate taſte, and vield fo excellent nouriſhment. 

Tus common PARTRIBGE is in weight about 
fourteen ounces : the chin and fides of the head are 
of a deep veliow or ſaffron colour; the Cock has on 
his brealt a red mark, of a ſcmi- circular figure, re- 
ſembling a horſe-thoe; the Hen has not fo much 
red on her breaſt: below the chin, as far as the 
horſc-ihoe mark, it is of a bluiſh aſh colour, adorn- 
ed with black lines, running acroſs; the upper fide 
of the body is party-colonred, of red, aſh, and black. 
It feeds upon Ants, Ants' eggs, the grains of corn, 
and alſo upon green teaves. It layeth fixteen or 
eighteen egys before it fits, In winter time Par- 
tridges fiy in company, for they are of that nature, 
that they breed, and bring up fifteen or ſixteen to- 
gether, which company all winter with the old ones; 
but in the fpring-time, when they pair together, 
they fly by to and two z for then the old ones beat 
away the young from them. 

The QUAIL is the leaſt bird in this kind, being 
in length about feven inches: the colour of the 
breaſt aud belly are of a dirty pale yeliow, the throat 
hath a lictle mixture of red; the head is black, on- 
ly the edges of the feathers reddiſh ; the middle part 
of each covert icather of the back, and lower part 
of the neck, is ma ked with a yellowith white ſtroke; 
the wings are of a duſky colour, crotſod with pale 
red lines; the tail is not above an inch and a half 
long. Pheafants, Partridges, Quails, and ſome o- 
ther birds, are taken by a net, by the help of a fet- 
ting-dog, trained up for this ſport, who ſiuds out 
the birds, and when ke fees them, either ttauds ſtill, 
or lies down on his belly, not going very near them, 
I-| he ſliould ſpring them; but, looking back, on 
the fowl-r his mait-r, wags his tail, by which the 
fowler knows that the birds are near the dog; and 


ſo he and his aſſiſtants run with the net, and cover 
both birds and dog. 
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Tas OSTRICH is the greateſt of all birds. When 
it holds up its head, it approacheth to the height 
of two yards. The head is ſmall, flat-crowned like 
a Gooſe's. The head and neck, almoſt as far as the 
breaſt, are bare of feathers, as are alſo the thighs. 
The head and neck are covered with a certain down, 
or thin-fet hairs, inſtead of feathers. "The fides un- 
der the wings, and the thighs, are abſolutely bare. 
The lower part of the neck, where the feathers be - 
gin, is white, The wings are ſmall, and altogether 
unuſeful for flying, deſigned by nature only to aſſiſt 
the bird in running. The feathers on the back in 
the Cock are coal-black, in the Hen only duſky ; fo 
ſoft, that they reſemble a kind of wool. The wing- 
feathers are of the fame colour beneath, but above 
in their upper part purely white. The tail is thick, 
buſhy, and round; in the Cock whitiſh, in the Hen 
duſkiſh, with white tops; which feathers are in 
great requeſt for ſoldier's hats, helmets, &c. It ſwal- 
lows iron, leather, bread, hair, and whatever clfe you 
offer it; howbeit it doth not digeſt iron, and other 
hard things, but voids them entire by excrement. 
Its eggs are as big as a young child's head, cover- 
ed with a hard and ſtonny ſheil ; which, being bu- 
ried in the ſand, are cheriſhed only by the heat of 
the Sun, till the young be excluded. Oſtriches are 
bred in Africa, America, and Arabia. 

Tas CASSOWARY, or EMEU, is almoft as big 
as the Oftrich. It hath a horny crown on the top 
of the head. The head and neck are bare of fea- 
thers, only thin-fet with a hairy down. In the 
lower part of the neck hang down two wattles of 
fleſh, as low as the breaſt, of a vermilion colour : 
the back part of the neck is likewiſe deititute of fea- 
thers, from the head all along; being alſo of a red 
vermilion colour; the lower part covered with ſome 
red feathers, wherewith black ones are interming- 
led: the feathers covering the whole body, with 
thoſe on the lower part of the neck, next to the broatt, 
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belly, and thighs, are all double, tw. * 
the tame ſmall thort pipe, and lying hee wu 05 the 
other, and of a blackith colour; thete 7 athers Lave 
that form and ſituation, that, to thoſe that behold the 
bird atar off, its ſkin appears to be covercd, not with 
—_— but only with hairs, ſeeming like a Bear's, 

and to want wings; tho” it has wings, which lic hid 
under the feathers coverin g the ſides. It is a gentle- 
natured bird, and eaſly made tame; has three toes on 
each foot, all ſtanding forward, and wants the back 
toe. This bird is found on the Molucca Ian as, &c. 

Tus KIXG- FISHER is ſome =_—_s bigger than a 
Sparr. . "Ih e chin is whi ite, with a certain mix- 
ture ©: red; 5 tue Niiddlic = TY b the | UTC |i, Or befly, 
is of the like colour. The lower belly under the 
tail is of a deep red, as are alſo the fides and fea- 
thers under the wings. The breaſt is red, the ut- 
moſt borders of the feathers being of a dirty bluiſh 
green. From the neck, thro' the middle of the back 
to the tall, it is of a moſt lovely bright, but pale 
_ which, by its ſplendour, is faid to hurt their 

s that ook long and intently upon it. 

T uE HOOPOE is in length, from the point of 
the bill to the end of the tail, about twelve inches. 
Its bill is two inches and a half long, black, ſharp, 
and ſomething bending. 'The head is adorned with 
a moſt beautitul creſt, two inches high, confſting of 
a double row of fcathers, reaching from the bill to 
the nape of the neck, all along the top of the head, 
which it can at pleaſure ſet up or let fall. The neck 
is of a pale red; the breaſt white, with black ſtrokes 
tending downwards. The rump is white; the wings 


and back are varicd with white and black croſs lines. 

"Tus BEE-EATER is as hig as a Black-bird, The crown of the 
head is red, but in ſome birds having ſomething of green mixt; 
the neck and ſhoulders are green, with a certain mixture of red; 
the belly end breaſt, as far as the chin, are blue; this colour is 
deeper near the chin, fainter on the breaſt and belly. It feeds 
chi- Hy on bees; flying in the air, it catches and preys on them, 
as Swallows do on flies. 


Tre WATER-OUZEL, or Water-Crake, is nigh 
P 
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as big as the common Black-bird: the head and upper 
ide of the neck are of a dark duſky colour, or black, 
with an eye of red; the back, and both prime and co- 
vert feathers of the wings, are party-coloured, of aſh 
and black; the under fide of the neck, and fore part 
of the breaſt, are milk-white. It feeds upon fiſh, yet 
refuſeth not inſets. It is to be met with in ſeveral 
counties of England; is a ſolitary bird, companying 
only with its mate in coupling and breeding-time. 

Tux TURTLE- DOVE is ſomething leſs than a 
common Pigeon. Its head, and the middle of its 
back, are blue, or aſh- coloured; the breaſt and bel- 
ly white; the throat tinctured with a lovely vinace- 
ous colour. Each fide of the neck is adorned with 
a ſpot of beautiful feathers, of a black colour, with 
white tips. The wings are duſky and aſh-coloured. 

Tus STOCK-DOVE, or Wed Pigeon, is as big, 
or bigger than a common Pi : the colour and 
ſhape of the body is almoſt the ſame with that of a 
common Pigeon ; the bill alſo alike, of equal length, 
and of a pale red colour. 

Or TAME PIGEONS there are divers ſorts, 
which vary very much in colour, as do moſt other 
domeſtic birds; and therefore I ſhall content myſelf 
with little more than the bare mention of the names 
of ſome of them, they being generally well known. 

Tart Runt may be diſtinguiſhed by greater and 
le er; the greater is more ſluggiſh, and of flower 

ight; the lefler is a better breeder, more nimble, 
and of a ſwifter flight. 
Tus Cropper, ſo called, becauſe it can, and u- 
ſually does, by attracting the air, blow up its Crop 
to that ſtrange bigneſs, that it exceeds the bulk of 
the whole body. 

Tur Brcad-taiPd Shaker, called Shaker, becauſe 
it does almoſt conſtantly ſhake, or wag its head and 
neck up and down: there is the Narrow-tail”d Sha- 
ber, which differs only in the nartowneſs of its tail, 
as the name imports. 
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A STARE, or Starling, is of the bi and ſhape 
of a common Black-bird. The tips of the feathers 
on the neck and back are yellow ; the feathers under 
the tail of an aſh colour; elſe they are black all the 
body over, with a certain blue or purple gloſs, va- 
rying, as it is variouſly expoſed to the light. In the 
hen the tips of the feathers on the and belly, 
to the very throat, are white. Starlings company with 
Red-wings, and Field-fares, yet do not fly — with 
them, but abide with us all the ſummer, ing in 
the holes of towers, houſes, trees, &c. They lay four 
or five eggs, lightly tinctured with a greeniſh blue. 

TRE RING-OUZEL nearly reſembles the com- 
man Black-bird in bigneſs, figure, and colour, but is 
hardly ſo dark: the top of the head, the ſhoulders, 
back, wings, and tail, are of a dark brown or duſky 
colour. Its bill is every way like the Black-bird's, 
excepting the colour, which in this is of a dark brown 
or blackiſh. It is uſually converſant about rocks, and 
the ſteep cliffs of high mountains. 

Tas BLACK-MARTIN, or Swift, hath a great 
head; and huge wide mouth; but a very ſmall bill. 
The colour of the feathers of the whole body is 
black, only under the chin is a ſpot of white or aſh 
colour. Its legs are very ſhort, but thick; its feet ve» 
ry ſmall. They ſay, that by reaſon of the length of 
its wings, and ſhortneſs of its legs, if it happens to 
alight, or fall on the ground, it cannot raiſe itſelf 
up again, but may eafily be caught. Wherefore it 
doth either always fly, or fit upon the tops of church» 
es, towers, or other ancient buildings. 

Tre MARTIN, or Martinet, or Marlet, is ſome- 
what leſs than the common Swallew. Its feet, to 
the very claws, are covered with a white down; by 
which it is eaſily diſtinguiſhable from all its fellows 
of the Swallow kind. Its head, neck, back, tail, and 
wings, are of the ſame colour with the houſe-Swal- 
lows. Its rump, breaft, and belly, milk white. The 
tail is leſs forked than the Houſe Swallow's. It is @ 
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very tame and innocent bird; it builds its neſt of 
mud, with a great deal of art, under the eaves of hou- 
ſes, windows, &c. feeds upon flies, and other inſects. 


Tus Common HOUSE-SWALLOW is on the 
head, neck, back, and rump, of a very lovely ſhin- 
ning purpliſh bluc colour : the throat is of the fame 
colour wich the neck; the breaſt and belly are white, 
with a Caſk of red The tail is forked, conſiſting of 
tweite ſcathersz the utmoſt of which are an inch 
longer than the next, and end in ſharp points. The 
wings are of the fame colour with the back. Swal- 
lows build iu chimneys; and feed upon ies, worms, 
and other inſecks. What becomes of D5wail-ws, 
Martins, and ſome other birds, in winter-time, we- 
ther they fly into other countries, or fleep is hoiluw 
trees, and the like places, natural hiſtorians are not 
agreed; nor indeed can they certainly determine. It 
ſeems more probable, that they fly away into hot 
countries, viz. Egypt, Ethiopia, &c. than that either 
they lurk in hollow trees, or holes of rocks, and an- 
c:ent buildings, &c. as has been reported. 


Tre RED-START is about the bigneſs of a Ro- 
bin Red breaſt. The breaſt, rump, and ſdes under 
the wings, are red; the lower belly is white : the 
head, neck, and back, are of a lead colour. It feeds 
upon inſects, and comes to us in ſummer- time. This 
bird is ſaid to be of a very dogged and fullen tem- 
per; for if it be taken when old, ii will be difficult 
to make it feed; but if taken young, and brought 
up, it becomes gentle and very tame. The Red- ſtart 
is thought to be the ſhyeſt of all birds; ſor if ſhe 
perceive you to mind her, when the is building, the 
will forſake what ſhe has begun; and if you touch 
an egg, ſhe never comes ta her neſt more; and if you 
touch her young ones, ſhe will either ee them, 
or throw them out of the neſt, and break their 
necks, as has been found by experience more than 
encc. If this bird be kept warm in winter, it will 
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fing as well in the night as the day, and will learn 
to whi ſtle, and imitate other birds. 

Tux ROBIN KEYD-BREAST is a bird fo well 
known in a!moſt all Countries, that little need be 
ſaid of it. In winter-time, to ſeck food, it enters in- 
to houtes with much confidence, belag a very bold 
bird, ſociable, and familiar with man. In the fume 
mer-ume, when there is plenty of food in the woods, 
it ui draus itſelf into the moſt defart places. It is 
a fulitary bird, and feeds fingly; whence the proverb 
took its riſe, Unum arbuflum non alit duos erithocos 2 
One thrub doth not maintain two Robin red-breatts. 
It feeds upon inſects, ants' eggs, crumbs of bread, 
&c. For a ſong-bird, it is by fome eſtecmed listle 
inferior to the Nightingale. The male may be 
known, and diftinguiſhed from the female, by tue 
co.uur of his les, which are blacker; and by der- 
taia hairs, which grow on each ice of his bill, and 
his breaſt being of a deeper red. 

LARKS are nes from other biras, 1. By 
their long heel or claw of the back toe, wich is the 

haracteriftic marx of theſe birds. 2. By tue earthly 
colour of their feathers. 2. Pu their ſinging as they 
fy, mounting up in the air. 'The common Sky- lark 
is not much bigger than a Houſe-Sparrow, yet longs 
er bodied. It builds its neſt jome times in plain open 
ground, under ſome high grals, and tho' in ihe win- 
ter we foe Ercar”” flocks of them; yet we find the 
fewett of their neſts of any birds that are fo plenti- 


ful. Ihey brecd thrice in a year, in hay, Jul, and 
Auguit, re _ their young very ſr«ddezaly 3 fo that, 
Mi you h ave a neft, you mult take them ts ſoon as 


they are ſpoou-fe: thered, or e! ite you run the riſque 
of loſing them; for they Will get them gone ot a 
ſucuen, Young nefilings may be brougl:t up almoſt 
witli. auy meat; but if you gre them Sheep? s heart 
and egg chopped together, tili they wre about three 
wecks old, it will net be amiſs; aud when they 
ceme to cat alone, give them cat-nixal, hemp» 
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ſeed, and bread, mixed together, with a little egy. 
Tur common BLACK-BIRD is very little leis 
than a Field-fare ; the Cock whiltles and (ings very 
leaſantly all the ſpring and ſummer- time. The black- 
bird builds her neſt very artificially, withoutſide of 
moſs, ſlender twigs, bent, cemented or joined toge- 
ther with clay, daubing it alſo all over withinſide 
with clay, and covering the clay with ſmall ftraws, 
bent, hair, or other foft matter, upon which ſhe 
lays her eggs. She lays four or five eggs, of a blu- 
iſh green colour, ſpotted. 

Tnzs RED. WING is rather lefs than the Thrufh. 
The upper ſide of the body is of the ſame colour with 
that of the Thruſh; the breaſt not ſo much ſpotted ; 
the covert feathers of the under fide of the wings, 
and of the ſides of the body under the wings, which 
in the Thruſh are yellow, in this kind are of a red 
orange colour; by which mark it is chiefly diſtin- 
guiſhed from it; the belly is white, the throat 
and breaſt yellowiſh, ſpotted with duiky ſpots. It 
comes to us from beyond the ſeas, as the Field fare, 
with which it flies in company, obſerving the ſame 
times of coming and returning. 

Tux FIELD-FARE is ſomewhat bigger than the 
Black-bird. The head, neck, and rump, are aſh-co- 
loured; in ſome, of a deep blue; the crown of the 
head is ſprinkled with black ſpots: the back ſhoul- 
ders, and covert feathers of the wings, are of a dark 
red, or cheſnut colour; the middle parts of the fea- 
thers being black : the throat and upper part of the 
breaſt are y<llow, with black; the bottom of 
the breaſt and belly is white, and leſs ſpotted. Field- 
fares fly in flocks together with Stares and Red- 
wings; they ſhift 22 according to the ſeaſon of 
the year. About inning of autumn come o- 
ver incredible flights of them into Britain, which 
ſtay all winter, and in ſpring fly all back again, not 
one bird remaining. It is ſaid, that there were ne- 
ver ſeen any young Field- fares, or Red- wings, or ſa 
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much as a neſt of thoſe birds, in Britain. Whither 
they betake themſelves, or where they breed, is not 
perfectly known. 

THE Carrier is about the ſize of a common 
Pigeon, of a dark blue or blackiſh colour. It is ſaid, 
Carriers have been, and are made ufe of, to convey 
letters to. and fro; chiefly in the Turkiſh Empire. 
For the nature of theſe birds is ſuch, that though 
carried far away, they will return ſpeedily thither, 
to where they were bred or brought up, or where 
they had hatched and brought up their young. 

Tre Tumbler is a ſmall fort of Pigeon. Tum- 
blers are of divers colours ; they have ſtrange mo- 
tions, turning themſelves backward over their heads, 
and ſhew like footballs in the air. 

Tas Light-horſemen is a baſtard kind, of one 
parent a Cropper, and the other a Carrier; and fo 


artakes of both, as appears by the wattles of its 
bill, and its ſwollen throat. Light- horſemen are the 


beſt breeders of all, and will not lightly forſake any 
houſe to which they have been accuſtomed. It is 
faid that a Pigeon will breed for twenty years; and 
if it receives no hurt, live about thirty. 

Tre MISLE-BIRD, or Shrite, is fomewhat bigger 
than a Black-bird : the head is of a lead colour; the 
back, tail, and rump, have ſome mixture of yellow. 
The under fide of the body, from the bill to the tail, 
is ſpeckled with pretty great blackiſh ſpots. The up- 
per part of the — the ſides, and feathers under 
the tail, are yellow; the middle of the belly white. 
Sitting upon the tops of high trees, as oaks, elms, &c. 
in the ſpring, it ſings rarely well. It abides all the year 
round in England, and breeds there: It is a ſolitary 
bird, accompanying and flying only with its mate. 
Tus SONG-THRUSH, in the colour and ſpots of 
the breaft and belly, agrees with the Miſſe-bird ; for 

the ſpots are dufky, the breaſt is yellowiſh, the be 
white : the upper ſurface of the body is all over du 
ky, with a mixture of yellow in the wings; the Cock 
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annot be known from the Hen by bis colour, It 
abides all the year, and breeds in England. It 
builds its neſt outwaidly of earth, mots, and ſtraw, 
and within daubs it with clay; laying its £275 and 
young upon the bare clay. It lays, at one ſatu , hve 
or fix egys, of a bluiſh green colour, ſpec ckicd win a 
few ſmall black ſpots. In the {pring- time it fits upon 
trecs, and tings molt ſweetly; but ig builds in hed. ges. 
Tre WOOD-LARE is diſtinguiſhed from the 
common Lark by the following marks. 1. Whillling 
like a Black-bird. 2. A circle of white feathers en- 
compaſſing the head, from eye to eve, like a crown or 
wreath. 3. The firſt or utmoit feather of the wing 
being much ſhorter than the ſecond, whereas in the 
common Lark ic is near equal. 4. Ihe outmoſt fCa- 
ther; of the tail have white tips. 5. That it fits upon 
trees. 6. It is leſs than the common lark, ard hath 
a Morter, thicker, or rounder body, for its bigneſs. 
It builds moſt commonly in lays, where the grats hath 
been pretty rank, and is grown rullet, under ſome large 
turf, to ſhelter its neſt from the wind aud weather. 
Tas CRESTED-LARK differs from the common 
Lark. 1. In bigneſs. 2. In the creit. 3. In the 
colour of the back, which is leſs ſpotted, and not fo 
beautitul. 4. In the meafure of the tail, which in 
this bird is ſhorter. 5- In that it ſoars not o much 
in the air; and, when it mounts up, ſtays not fo long 
there. ©. Ir flies not in Hlocks, as they do. Laſtly, 
It is often feen about the banks of lakes and pivers, 
Tur NIGHTINGALE, being the chief of all 
ſinging birds, is about the biznels of a Coldunch or 
Red-itart, and long-bodicd. Its colour on the upper 
part, viz. head and back, are of a deep gold colour, 
with a cerrain mixture of green, like that of a Ked- 
wing. lis tail is of a deeper red; its belly is whites 
the parts under the wings, the brealt, and throat, 
are of a darker colour, with 2 ti:cture 0s green. It 
is well known from its finging by night; is impa- 


tient of cold, aud therefore in winter time eicher 
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hides itſelf, or flics away into kot countries. It breeds 
about the month of May, building its neſt of the 
leaves of trecs, ſtraw, and moſs ;z and lays four or five 
eggs. It ſeldom fings near its neſt, for fear of diſco 
vering it, but generally about a ſtone's caſt diſtance. 

Taz RING PARCGOQUET is about fourteen in- 
ches long; its bill is thick, and all over red: the 
head, and all the body beides, green; but the neck, 
breaſt, and whole under ſide, more faint, or pale; 
the upper ſide deeper coloured. It hath a red cire 
cle, or ring, which en compaſſeth the back ſide of the 
neck: this ring is behind of the breadth of one's lit- 
tle finger, but grows narrower by degrees towards the 
hdes, and ends under the lower chap of the bill. The 
belly is of fo faint x green, that it ſeems almoſt to 
be yellow; the tail is alto of a yellowith green; the 
legs and feet are aſh-coloured. This is ſaid to be 
the frit of all Parrots brought out of India into 
Europe; and the only one known to the ancients 
for a long time, to wit, from the time of Alexander 
the Great, to the age of Nero. 

Tu FOOLISH SPARROW is in bigneſs equal 
to the Common Sparrow. The colour of its whole 
body is yellowith, ſpotted every where with oblong, 
ruſty, or rather red ſpots, which on the back are 
longer and bigger than eliewhere. The bill is red, 
thick, ard thort; the eyes great; the tail and wings 
incline to black. 

Tun Common HOUSE-SPARROW is every 
where ſo well known, that I ſhall only preſent you 
with the figure. 

Tur BULFINCH is a very docile bird, and will 
nearly imitate the found of a pipe, or the whiſtle 

fa man, with its voice. This bird is much eſteem- 

ed in England for its ſinging, and deſervedly, for 

therein it is thought to excel all ſmall birds, if per- 

chance you except the Linnet. The head; for the 

proportion of the body, is great. In the male, 4 

lovely ſcarlet, or crimfon colour adorus ihe brett, 
R 
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throat, and jaws, 2s far as the eyes; the crown of 
the head is black; the rump and tail white; the neck 
and back grey, with a certain tincture of red; the 
tail is black. The Cock is of equal bigneſs to the 
Hen, but hath a flatter crown, and excels her in 
the beauty of his colours. . 

Tun GOLDFINCH, or Thiflle-Finch, is a very 
beautiful bird; for the elegance of its colours, and 
ſweetneſs of its ſinging, every where well known 
and highly eſteemed. It is of a mild and gentle na- 
ture, nor fo ſcared and affrighted at the preſence of 
a man, as to ſtrike its bill and wings againſt the fide 
of the cage, as moſt other birds do. It builds its neſt 
in thorns and trees; and lays fix or ſeven eggs. 

Tus Common LINNET is about the fize of the 


Goldfinch. It is kept in cages with us for the ſweet- 


neſs of its ſinging; for it hath a ſweet note, and is 
thought to excel all other ſmall birds. It builds in 
black or white thorn buſhes, and lays four or five 


8. 
. Red. Icaded LINNET is ſomething leſs than 
the Common Linnet: the crown of the head is a- 
dorned with a red colour, but not very bright; the 
reſt of the head and neck round about of an aſh co- 
lour. The ſhoulders, back, and covert feathers of 
the wings are red; the breaſt is tinEtured with red: 
it hath a fine note, equal to the common Linnet 
and builds after the ſame manner. It is common 
on the ſea- coaſts. 


Tux YELLOW-HAMMER is of the biznefs of a Sparrow. Its 
head is of a greenith yellow, ſported with brown ; the throat and 
belly are yellow; the breaſt and fides, under the wings, mingic4 
with red: the rump is reddiſh. Yellow BEamners build upon the 
ground; being every where in Eagland mot common. 

Taz WATER-WACTAIL us a bird fo weil known, that it 
may ſeem enough to name it. It is much converfant abort the 
brinks of Rivers, Ponds, and other watery places, where it catches 
flies, and water inſets. It builds upon the ground among corn, 
making its neit of bent, and the ſtalks of herbs, ſpreading hairs 
within under the eggs. It lays at one tune four or five eggs. 


Tas CANARY-BIRD is of the bigneſs of the 
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common Titmouſe. It hath a very ſweet and ſhrill 
note, which at one breath, continueth for a long 
time without intermiſſion; it can draw out ſome- 
times in length, ſometimes raiſe very high, by a va- 
rious and aimoſt muſical inflection of its voice, ma- 
king very pleaſant and artificial melody. The found 
it makes is very ſharp, and fo quavering, that ſome- 
times when it ſtretches and exerciſes its little throat 
and chaps, whittling with all its force, it vehement- 
ly itrikes, and even deafens the cars of the hearers 
with its ſhrillneſs. Many are delighted with this 
kind of its ſinging ; many allo arg offended, faying, 
that they are ſtunned and deafened with it. 

Tat CRANE is a large bodied fowl, weighing 
ſometimes ten pounds, Its neck and legs are very 
long. 'The top of the head is black; from the bill 
to the hinder part covered with black hairs, or briſ- 
tles, rather than feathers: the throat and ſides of the 
neck are of a black hue : the back, ſhoulders, covert- 
feathers of the wings, breaſt, and all the belly and 
thighs, are aſh- coloured. In the fen countries in 
Lincolnſhire, and Cambridgeſhire, there are great 
flocks of Cranes; but whether or no they breed in 
England is not certainly known. Though the Crane 
be a water-fowl, yet it is thought not to feed at all 
upon filth, but only upon herbs, grain, and feeds of 
divers forts; and alſo upon infects, The fleſh of 
theſe fowls is very favoury, aud well tatted, not to 
ſay delicate. | 

Tas BALEARIC CRANE is in the ſhape of its 
body like a Stork. It hath upon its head a thick 
round creit, made up with briſtles ſpræad every way, 
like to Hogs' briſtles, of the colour of the prickles 


of a common Hedge-hog; by which note it may at 


firſt ſight be known from all other birds. It is found 
in the country near Cape Verde. For bigneſs it is 
equal to our country Crane. This bird rooits after 
the manner of 2a Peacock, whoſe voice and condi- 
tions it alſo imitates. Ir feeds upon greea herbs, and 
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together with Hens and Peacocks, devours barley, 
and other grain. 

Tre WREN is a very ſmall bird. It builds its 
neſt ſometimes by the walls of houſes, in the back- 
ſdes of ſtables, but more commonly in woods and 
hedges. This neſt is of the figure of an egg, erect 
upon one end, and hath in the middle of the fide a 
door, by which it goes in and out. It lays nine or 
ten £295, and lometimes more, at a fning. It is 
frrange To admiration, that fo ſmall a bird ſhould co. 
ver fo great a number of eggs; and more ſtrange, 
that it thouid fred fuch a company of young, and 
not miſs one bird, and that in the dark alto. Being 
kept tame it ſings fweetly. 

TITMICE arc a fort of {mall birds that are found 
for the matt part about trees; and live chiefly upon 
inſects which they had there. There are ſeveral 
ſorts of theſe birds, viz. the Marſh Tit mateſi, 
Black cap; the Blue Tulmouſe, or Nun; the Crefled 
Ticmouſe the Long-te:fd Timeuſe, and ſome others. 
Some of theſe buiid in holes of trees; others make 
neſes of an oval figure, with a hole left open in the 
ſide to go in and out at, They never fit long in one 
place, but flit from bough to bough, and from tree 
to free: they have ſhort bills, faruli bodies, and long 
tas. 

Tux Long-tai'd INDIAN SPARROW is of e- 
qual bigne!(s to our Hpuſe-Sparrow. It hath a ſhort 
tick bill, of a ſcarlet colour, Its wings are of three 
colours chi-iay; itt, blackith aud greenith; 2d, a 
white, as appears in the figure; 3d, a black; and 

ath, a yeliowiih colour. The throu, breatt, and 
belly are white; the tail is double, as in the Peacock, 
and of two colours; the leſſer, which ſuſtaius the 
greater, being as it were its prop, is whitez the 
greater, conſiſting of four very narrow feathers, of 
nine inches long, is of a deep black. The legs and 
feet are ſpotted of biack and white; the talons are 
black, and as in birds of prey, very harp and hooked. 
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Txt VIRGINIA.NIGHTINGALE is nigh as big 
as 2 Black-bird. It has on its head, a tuſt of a ſcar- 
let colour; with which colour alfo the neck, breaſt, 
and belly are adorned: the ends of the wings are 
not of ſo deep a ſcarlet, as neither is the tait; the 
colour of the whole is a lovely ſcarlet, on the head 
and tail more taint. Seeing its image in a glaſs, it 
has many itrange geſticulations, maki: ug a hifling 
noiſe, lou erir its eren, ſetting up its tail after the 
manner of the Peacock, ſpaking its wings and ſtrik- 
ung at the lookn 1g glace with its bill. 


Tar FLACK-CAD z very frmall bird, notweighs 
121g above half an ounce : the top of the head is black, 
whence it took its name; the neck, of an aſh colour; 
the whole back of a dark green; the wings of a 
duſky colour, only their edges are a little green: the 
tail is alſo of a duſky colour, with a little tincture 
of green; the nether part of the neck, the throat, 
and upper part of the breaſt, arc of a pale aſh-co- 
| tour; the lower belly white, tinctured with yellow. 
This bird is common in Italy; it is alſo found in 
England, but more rarely. 


Tux HUMMING-BIRDistheleaſt of all birds: the 
head, together with the feathers, is of the bigneſs 
of a mean- ſized ſweet cherry; the neck is three quar- 
ters of an inch long ; the body an inch and a quar- 
ter. Ihe body, together with the feathers, is ſcarce 
equal in bigneſs to a Spaniſh Olive, Its colour is 
wonderfully reſplendent : A green, (fuch as is ſeen 
in the necks of Peacocks,) with a golden flame-co- 
lour, and yellow, are fo ſtrangely mixed, that being 
-xpoſed to the ſun-beams, it ſhines admirably. It 

makes its neſt in the boughs of trees, of the bigneſs 
of a Holland ſchilling, and lays very white eggs; 
wo, for the molt part, of an oval figure, not bigger 
than pcaſe. It is fed and nouriſhed with honey-dew, 
and the juice of flowers, which it ſucks out of them 
Wich its bill. It flics very ſwift, and makes a hum- 
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ming note, ke a Hornet, or Bee; hence it took its 
no en: Engliſh, of Humming bird. 

| mmon RERGN is, from the tip of the * 

+ ot the claws, four feet long; to the 

e 0+ the tail, about thirty eight inches. It hath 

ck creft on the hear! four inches high : the fen- 
wers on the crown of the head and the chin are 
white: the neck white and afh-coloured, tinQtured 
with red : the throat white, being delicately painte 
with black fpots: the breaſt, back, and wings, are 
various, inciming to yellow, aſh, and black. It 
feeds upon fiikes, frogs, &c. Herons build ſomes 
times on the tops of great trees, like Rooks, and, 
for the meſt part many together. 

Taz Leſſer aſh-coloured HERON, called by the Ger- 
mans, the Night Raven, is leſs than the common Heron, 
and hath a ſhorter neck. Its beak and crown are black; 
its neck aſh-coloured ; its throat and belly tinctured with 
yellow. A white line is extended from the eyes to the 
bill. From the hinder part of the head it bath a creſt 
of three feathers, five inches long, hanging down over 
the back, whereby it differs from all other birds. Its 
wings and tail are of an aſh-colcur; its bill black; its legs 
and feet of a ycllowiſh green. This bird is called Night 
Raven, becauſe in the Night time it cries with an un- 
couth voice, like one that ftrains to vomit. 

Tux BITTERN q; near as big as the common Her- 
ron; its head is ſmall, garrow, or compreited at the ſides: 
the crown is black; tht throat and fides of the neck are 
red, with narrow black lines ; the back is party-coloered, 
ct a pale red and klack. The back claw of this bird, which 
is remarkably thick and lung above the reſt, is wont to 
be ſet in filver for a picktooth ; and is thought to have the 
fingular property of preſerving teeth. This bird, when 
it bellows, makes a dreadful noiſe ; and it is ſaĩd, that it 
gives always an odd number of bombs at a time, viz. 
three or five, which, by obſervation, has been found to 
be falſe. It begins to bellow about the beginning of Fe- 
bruary, and ceaſes when breeding time is over. The 
common people are of opinion that it thruſts its bill in- 


to a reed, by the help whereof it makes that lowing or 
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drumming noiſe; others ſay, that it thrufts its bill into 
the water, mud, or earth, and by that means imitates the 
lowing of an Ox. It hides itſelf commonly among reeds 
and ruſhes, and ſometimes lies in hedges with its neck 
ard head crect. Inu the autumn, after ſun-{ct, this bird 
is wor! to fuar aloft in the air, fo high, that it gets quite 
out of ght; in the mean time moking a figular kind 
of noiſe, nothing kke to lowing. This, without doubt, 
ie that bird our common people call the Night Raven, 
and have uch a dread of, imagining its cry portends no 
leis than their death, or the death of ſome of their near 
relations ; for it thes in the night, auſwers their deſcrip- 
tion, and hath ſuch a kind of hoopi: ag cry as they talk of. 

Fur RED-SHANK is of a middle fize for bigneſs, 
berween a Lap-wing and a Snipe, approaching to the 
quantity of a Plover. The head and back are 4.88 
aſn- colour, ſpotted with black; the throat is _— 
loured of black and white, the black being drawn down 
longways the feathers ; the breaſt is whiter, with fewer 
ſoots. It is common on fandy ſhores; breeds in mar- 
ſhes; and if any one come near its neſt, it flies about, 
making a great noiſe like the Lap-wing. 

Tus LAP-WING is a bird in all countries well 
known, and every where to be met with. In the North 
cf England they call it Tervit from its cry. It is of 
the bigneſs of a common Pigeon. It lays four or five 
eggs, of a dirty yellow, all over painted with great black 
fpots and firokes. It builds its neſt on the ground, in 
the middle of fome held or heath, open, and expoſed to 
view, laying only ſome few firaws or bents under the 
eggs, that the neſt be not ſeen: the eggs, being ſo like 
in colour to the ground on which they ly, it is not ea- 
ſy to find them, though they ly ſo open. The young, 
{> ſoon as they are hatcht, inſtantly ſorſake the neſt, 
running away with the ſhells on their back, for they are 
covered with a thick down, and fullow the old ones like 
chickens : they fay, a Lap-wing, the further you are from 
her neft, the more clamorous the is, the nearer you are 
to it, the quieter ſhe is, and the leſs concerned ſhe ſeems, 
that ſhe may draw you from the true place, and induce 
vou to think it is where it is not. 


Taz tame SWAN is much the biggeſt of all whole- 
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footed water fowl with broad bills, ſome of them weigh- 
ing about twenty pounds. The whole body is covered 
with a ſoſt delicate plumage, in the old ones purely 
white, in the young ones grey. It is a very long-lived 
fowl, fo that it is thought to attain the age af three 
hundred years, which by ſome has been doubted of. My 
author ſays, for his part, he could caſily be induced to 
believe it, for that he had been aſſured, by credible 
perſors, that a gooſe will live a hundred years or more. 
But that a Swan is much longer lived than a Gooſe, he 
brings many convincing arguments to prove. The Swan 
feels not upon fiſh, but either upon herbs growing in 
water, and their roots and feeds, or upon worms, and 
other inſects, and ſhell-aſh. Its fich is Lack, hard, 
and tough, being no defirable dainty, yet, for its rarity, 
ſerves as a diſh to adorn great men's tables at feaſts and 
entertainments. It lays ſeven or eight eggs, and fits near 
two months before its young ones are hatched. 

Tas Tame GOOSE I hall fay but little of, it being 
well known in all nations. It is leſs than a Swan, but 
bigger than a Duck. The colour in theſe, as in other 
tame birds, is various; in ſome brown, in ſome green, 
&c. When it is angry, it hiſſes like a ſerpent. It is 
very long-lived, as has been mentioned in the deſcrip- 
tion of the Swan. 

Taz Tame DUCK is as well known as the Gooſe ; 
and there being nothing material in the deicription of it, 
I fall only prefent you with the figure. 

Tus WIGEON, or Whewer, weighs about twenty 
two ounces; the head, and upper end cf the neck, are 
red ; the crown towards the bill is of a faint colour, from 
red inclining to yellowiſh white; the upper part of the 
breaſt and fides, as far as the wings, is beautified with a 
very fair tincture, of a red-wine colour, with ſmall, tranſ- 
verſe black lines; the middle of the back is brown. It 
feeds upon graſs and weeds, growing in the bottoms of 
rivers, lakes, &c. The fleſh of it, for delicacy, is much 
inferior to that of a Teal, or indeed the Wild Duck. 

Tur ENOT is a ſmall bird, weighing about four oun- 
ces and a half. Its head and 2 are of a duſky afſh- 
colour, or dark grey; the rump varicd with white and 
black lines; the breaſt and belly white; the des un- 
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Ger the wings ſpotted with brown. About the begin- 


ning of winter theſe birds are faid to come mto Lin- 
coluſhire, where they continue two or three months a- 
bout the fea ſhores, and away again. They fly in flocks, 
If fat, they are accounted excellent meat. 

Tur RUFF, whoſe female is called a Reeve, is bigger 
than a Knot. In the Cock birds, a circle, or collar of 
loug feathers, ſomething reſembling a Ruff, encompaſ- 
ſes the neck under the head, whence they took the name 
of Ruffs. There is wonderful, and almoſt infinite vari- 
ety in the colours of the feathers of the Cock, fo that, 
in the ſpring- time, there can ſcarce be found any two 
exactly alike one to another. After midſummer, when 
they have moulted their feathers, they fay they become 
all alike again; the Hens are ſomew bat Jeſs than the 
Cocks; they change not their colours: tee birds breed 
in ſummer-time, in the Fens of Lincolnikire, about 
Crowland : they are fatted with white bread and milk, 
as are alſo Knots, being ſhut up in cloſe dark rooms; for 
let in but the light upon them, preſentiy they fall a 
fighting, never giving over till one has killed the other, 
eſpecially if any body ftand by: the fowlers, when they 
ſee them intent upon fighting, ſpread their acts over 
them, and catch them before they are aware. 

Tus Braſilian TAMATIA is cf the bigneſs of a 
Lark, or ſmall Wood-pecker, al: ſpotted like a Throſ- 
tle, or Mavis z on the belly it has white feathers, with 
duſky ſpots. It is yellow under the throat, as alſo about 
the neck. It hath a long red bill. Above the noſteils 
ſtand up certain ſiender feathers, like hairs or briſtles, 
Its head and bill are bigger than the proportion of the 
body requires. 

Tur COOT is a pretty large bird, weighing about 
twenty four ounces: the feathers abcut the bead an 
neck are low, foft, and thick: the culour all over the 

is black, deeper about the head, It builds its nc it 
of graſs, broken reeds, &c. floating on the top of the 
water, fo that it riſes and falls together with the water; 
the reeds, among which it is built, itop it, that it be nt 
carried down ſtreams. This bird, in the figure and make 
of its body, reſembles a Water Hen. It felcom tes 
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upon trees; the fleſh of it is accounted no good meat, 


except in Italy, where it is eflecmed. 

Tut SNIPE or SNITE, weighs about four ounces. 
A pale red line Civides the head in the middle long- 
ways: the chin under the bill is white, the neck is min- 
gled of brown and red; the breaſt and belly are almoſt 
wholly white ; the back and wings are of a duſky co- 
lour. Its fleſh is tender, ſweet, and of an excellent re- 
Eſh. It lives eſpecially on the fatty humour it ſucks 
out of the earth, but feeds alſo upon worms, and other 
iaſects. It fcks its food in moiſt and fenny places, ri- 
vulets, & . where alſo it hides itſelf, fo that it is very 
hard to find or eſpy it. Some Snipes abide in this 
country all the ſummer, and build in moors and marſhes, 
laying four or five eggs at a breeding time; the greateſt 
part fly away into other countries. 

Tur GODWTY, calied in ſome places the Tarwhelp 
or Juri, in others the Stone-plotoer, is like and e- 
qual to a Wood-cock, or a little bigger. It lives and 
ſecks its food on the ſandy thores by the ſea ſide, which 
for a great ſpace are uncovered when the tide is out, 
where it hides not itfelf, like the Wood-cock, but walks 
up and down the ſands in open view, like a Gull. 

Tus CURLEW is a pretty large fea fowl, weighing 
about twenty-five ounces; it is found on the fea coaits 
on all ſides of England. The middle parts of the fea- 
thers of the head, neck, and back, are black, the bor- 


ders or outfides aſh-coloured, with a mixture of red; the 


yump and belly are white. This bird for the goodneſs 
and delicate taſte of its fleſh, may juſtly challenge the 
principal place among water - fo vl; of this Fowlers are 
not ignorant, and therefore fell them dear. They have 
a proverb among them in Suffolk, 


A Curlew be ſbe white, be foe luck, 
She carries twelve pence on her back. 
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Tar. Common or White STORE is bigger than 
the common Heron; its neck is thicker and thorter ; 
its head, neck, and forepart white; the rump and 
vuiltde of the wings black; the belly white; the 
quill feathers of the wings are black; the tail white; 
the bill long, and red like a H-ron's; its claws are 
broad, like the nails of a man; it ie feldom ſren 
ther in Scotland or England, and not unie!, driven 
over by a ftorm of wind, or ſome other accident. 
It makes a ſnapping or clattering noiſe with its bill, 
by the quick and frequent ſtriking one chap ag inſt 


the other. It readily cats frogs, land- nails, & c. but 
refuſeth toads. 


Tar SPOON. BILL is a very large fowl ; the co- 
lour of the whole body is white like a Swan's; the 
bill very much reſembles a ſpoon, whence alio the 
bird itielf is called. In a certain grove, at a village 
called Savenhuys, not far from Leyden in Holland, 
this ſort of birds build and breed yearly in great 
numbers on the tops of high trees; where alfo build 
Herons, Night Ravens, Shags, Cormorants, &c. 


Tue WOOD-COCE is ſomewhat leſs than a 
Partridge. Tbe upper fide of the body is party- 
coloured, of red, black, and grey, very beautiful to 
bchold ; from the bill almoſt te the middle of the 
head, it is of a reddith afh-colour: the breaft and 
belly are grey, with tranſverſe brown lines; under 
the tail, it is ſomewhat yellowiſh ; the chin is white 
with a tincture of yellow. Wood-cocks are birds 
of paſſage, coming over into Britain in Autumn, 

and departing again in the beginning of Spring; 
yet they pair before they go, flying two together, a 
male and a female. They frequent eſpecially moift 
woods and rivulets near hedges. They are faid 
both to come and fly away in a miſt. Wood-cocks” 
fleſh, for the delicacy of its taſte, is in high e- 
ſteem. 
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Tue Green PLOVER is about the bigncis of 2 


Lap- wing, tlie colour of the whole upper ſide is black, 
thick tet with yellowith green ſpots; the breaſt brown, 
ſpotted with yellowiſh green ; the belly white. Its 
fleſh is ſweet and tender, and therefore highly citee:ne 
ed, and accounted a choice dith, as weli in Britain, 
as beyond ſeas. This bird, from its ſpots, ſomething 
reſembling thofe of a Leopard, is called Pardalis. 
Tax Grey PLOVER is about the fize of the for- 
mer. Its head, back, and leiſer covert feathers of 
the win; gs, arc black, 'with tips of a greenith grey; 
the chin i is white 3 the throat ſpotted with brown or 
tuiky ſpots; the breaſt, belly, and thighs, are white; 
the fleſh alto is very tender, ſavoury, and delicate; 
and in no leſs eſteem than that of the former. 
Tus DOT TRLL is ſomething lefs than the Plo- 
ver. It is a very fooliſh bird, but excellent meat; and 
with ſome accounted a great delicacy. It is taken in 
the night-time, by the light of a candle, by imitating 
the geitures of the fow ler ; for if he ſtretches out an 
arm, it alſo ſtretches out a wing; if he a foot, it 
hkewiſe a foot: in brief, whatever the fowler doth, 
the ſame doth the bid; and fo being intent upon 
men's gettures, it is — and covered with a 
net. It is accounted a foolith bird, even to a Pro- 
verb, we calling a fooliſh, dull perton, a Dettre:. 
Tas Common MOOR-HEN, or Vater Hen, is 
bigger than the Plover : the breaſt is of a lead colour; 
the belly inclining to grey, or afſh-colour ; the back 
all over blackith. As it fwims, or walks, it often 
flirts up its tail. It will feed very fat. Its fleſh is 
well taſted, aud even comparable to that of 'Teal. It 
lives about moats, and great pools of water near 
gentlemen's houſes. It flies with its feet hanging 
down. It builds upon low trees and ſhrubs by the 
water · ſide, breeding twice or thrice in a ſummer. Its 
eggs are white, with a tincture of green, ſpotted with 
reddiſh ſpots. It ftrikes with its bill like a hen. It 
feeds upon water inſects, that it finds among the 
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weeds, and on graſſy banks and borders near waters. 


Tune TEAL is the leaſt of the Duck kind, 
weighing only about twelve ounces ; the breaſt and 
belly are of a ſordid white, or grey colour; the 
back, and the fides under the wings, are curiouſly 
varied with lines of white and black ; the wings are 
all over brown; the tail is likewiſe of a brown or 
duſky colour. This bird, for the delicate taſte of 
its fleſh, and the wholeſome nouriſhment it affords 


the body, doth deſervedly challenge the firſt place 
among thoſe of its kind. 


Tae PELICAN is a large ſea-fowl, being 
ſixty inches in length, 8 og As of the bill to 
the end of the tail, and almoſt equal in bigneſs to a 
Swan : the colour of the whole body is white. It 
has a bag hanging down under the bill, which makes 
the Pelican greatly different from other birds, which 
it ſometumes contracts, and draws up fo to the bill, 
that it is ſcarce to be ſeen; at other times it ſuffers 
it to be fo dilated, as to receive and contain many 
pounds of water, ſome ſay thirty. It feeds upon 
fiſh, and lives to a great age, ſixty years or upwards. 
Its voice is faid to be like the braying of an aſs. 


Tux CORMORANT is nearly as big as a Gooſe. 
The colour, on the upper fide, is duſky, ſhining with 
an obſcure tincture of green; the breaſt and belly 
are white. It is very ravenous and greedy of fifth, 
which is its only food. It builds its neſt on the ſea- 
rocks, and alſo upon high trees, in ſome places of 
England; which thing is worthy taking notice of ; for 
beſides this, and the Shag, we have not known, or 
heard of any whole-footed bird, that is wont to fit 
upon trees, much leſs build its neſt upon them. 


U 
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Tre SHAG is ſomewhat like the Cormorant, but 
a great deal leſs. It differs in the colour of the bel- 
ly, which in this is blackiſh, in that white. It ſwims 
in the fea with its head erect, its body almoſt cover- 
ed in the water. When a gun is diſcharged at it, 
as ſoon as it fees the fire dack, immediately it pops 
under water, like a Ducker, fo that it is very difli- 
cult to ſhoot it. 


Tat Corniſh CHOUGH is like a Jackdaw, but 
bigger, and almoſt equal to a Crow. It differs chief- 
ly from the Jackdaw in the bill, which is longer and 
7 Gro a little bowed or crooked : the feet and legs 
are like thoſe of a Jackdaw, but red of colour : the 
plumage of the whole body is black. It frequents 
rocks, old caſtles, and churches, by the fea-fide. It 
is found, not only in Cornwall, but alfo in Wales, 
and all along the weſtern coaſt of England, about 
the cliffs and rocks near the fea. Its voice is like 
that of the common Jackdaw, but more hoarſe. 


Tae SCARECROW is of the bigneſs of a Black- 
bird. Its head, neck, and belly, are black ; its wings 
are aſh-coloured ; its tail is a little forked ; its legs 
and feet ſmall; the male has a white ſpot under the 
chin : they fly in flocks, for the molt part, twenty 
or thirty together: they catch Gnats, and other 
water inſects: their fleſh is good to cat. 


Tus COC of the mountain or wood, for bigneſs 
and figure comes near to a Turkey: there is no need 
of a particular deſcription of the colour of the fea- 
rhers of this bird, which varies by age, and perchance 
alſo place, and other accidents. It is chiefly black, 
with tranſverſe lines of white. This bird is found 
on high mountains beyond ſeas, and, as they tay, in 
Ireland, but no where in England. The fleth of this 
bird is of a delicate taſte, and wholeſome nouriſn- 

ment. 
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TX WHALE is about fey or ſixty feet in 
length, ſometimes ſeventy, and about twelve 
high; os length of his chap about eighteen feet: 

the tongue is ſaid to be as big as a large feather bed. 

It has only two large fins, which are Fatened to the 
ſhoulder blades ; the tail is forked like a Swallow's : 
its colour, on the back, is blackiſh, the belly white: 
the back is commonly full of fcars and ſcratches, 


which it is ſuppoſed to receive from its ſwimming 
under the ice. 
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PARTICULAR ACCOUNT 


OF THE 


Manner of Catching Whales 
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GREENLAND. 


9 are taken in large numbers about 
Iceland, Greenland, and other northern 
countries, by the Engliſh, Hollanders, &c. Our 
South Sea Company, for ſeveral years, ſent annu- 
ally, on this cxpedition, above twenty fail of ſhips, 
every ſhip being above three hundred tons burden, 
and each carrying fort - ive men: this fleet uſually 
failed about = of March, but feldom began to 
fiſh till the month of May. When they begin their 
fiſhery, the thip is faſtened, or moor'd, with noſe- 
hooks to the ice. Two hace, each manned wich 
ix men (which is the compliment of every boat in 
the fleet) are ordered by the Commodore, (who is 
an officer, and alfo the head of every ſhip's compa- 


by 
by turns: theſe two boats ly at a mall diſtance 
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from the ſhip, each ſeparated from the other, faſt- 
ened to the ice, with their boat-hooks, ready to let 
in an inſtant, at the firſt fight of the Whale. 
ere the dexterity of the Whale-hunter is to be 
admired ; for ſo ſoon as the fiſh ſhews herſelf, every 
man to his oar, and they ruth on the moniter with 
a prodigious ſwiftneſs; at the ſame time taxing care 
to come abaft, or behind kis head, that he may not 
ſee the boat, which fometimes {o ſcars him, that he 
plunges down again before they have time to ſtrike 
him. But the greateit care is to be taken of the 
tail, with which he many times does very great da- 
mage, bath to the boats and mariners : the harpocn- 
cer, who is placed in the head or bow of the boat, 
ſeeing the back of the Whale, and making the on- 
ſet, thruſts the harping iron with all his might into 
his body, by the help of a ſtaff fixed in it for that 
purpoſe, and leaves it in, a line being faſtened to 
it, of about two inches in circumference, and a 
hundred and thirty fix fathoms long. Every boat 
is furniſhed with feven of theſe lines, which being 
let run, from the motion of it, they obſerve the 
courſe of the fiſh. As ſoon as ever the harpooneer 
has ſtruck the Whale, the third man in the boat 
holds up his oar, with ſomething on the top, as a 


ſignal to the ſhip; at the fight of which, the man 


who 1s appointed to watch gives the alarm to thoſe 
that are aſleep, who inſtantly let fall their other four 
boats, which hang on the tackles, two on each fide, 
ready to let go at a minute's warning, all furniſhed 
alike with fix men each, harping irons, lances, lines, 
&c. two or three of theſe boats row to the place 
where the fiſh may be expected to come up again, 
the other, to aſſiſt the boat that firſt ſtruck the 
Whale with line; for the fiſh will, ſometimes, run 
out two or three boats lines, all faſtened to each o- 
ther; for, when the lines of the firſt boat are almoſt 
run out, they throw the end to the ſecond, to be 
faſtened to theirs, and then follow the other boats, 
X 
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in purſuit of the Whale, and ſo likewiſe does the 
ſecond boat, when their lines are run out. A Whale 
fometimes, when ſhe is firſt ftruck, will run out 2 
dove a hundred fathoms of line, before the harpoon- 
cer is able to take a turn round the boat's ſtem, 
and with that ſwiftneſs, that a man ſtands ready to 
quench it, if it ſhould fire, which it frequently does; 
and, I am told, there was a boat lately to be ſeen in 
che South ſea dock at Deptford, the head of which 
was ſawed off by the ſwiſtneſs of the line's run- 
ning out. Sometimes the Whale is killed on the 
ſpot, without ſinking down at all. The harping 
iron would but little avail, to the deſtruction of 
this animal; but part cf the rowers, either at the 
firſt onſet, or when, in order to fetch its breath, it 
diſcovers itfelf to view, throwing aſide their oars, 
and taking up their very ſharp lances, they thruſt 
it through the body, till they fee it ſpurt the blood 
through its blower; the fight of which is a moſt 
joyful fign of the creature's being mortally wound- 
ed. The fiſhermen, upon the killing of a Whale, 
are each intitled to ſome ſmall reward. After the 
Whale is killed, they cut all the lines that are faſ- 
tened to it, and the tail, of; then it inſtantly turns 
on its back; ſo they tow it to the ſhip, where they 
_ faſten ropes to keep it from ſinking; and, when it 
is cold, begin to cut it up. The body of a Whale 
is frequently found to kc eighteen or twenty inches 
thick of fat; and yields bity or ſixty puncheons of 
cil, each puncheon containing feventy-four gallons, 
and abcut twelve hundred picces of whale-bone, 
moſt of which are about fifteen feet long, and 
twelve inches broad, which are all taken out of the 
jaws, being the gills of the fiſh : the whole produce 
of a Whale being worth one thouſand pounds, ſome- 
times more or lets, according to the goodneſs of the 
fiſh. Whilſt the men are at work on the back of 
the fiſh, they have ſpurs on their boots, with two 
prongs, which come down on each £de of their 
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MANNER OF CATCHING WHALES. r;4 
feet, leſt they ſhould flip, the back of the Whale 
being very flippery. Theſe ſhips have orders to 
quit thoſe ſeas by the 24th of June, for then the 
&th begin to gender, and are very miſchievous. The 
male and female, as the Whale-catchers relate, cou- 
ple in a moſt loving manner, by conjunction, leap- 
ing, and other tokens of conjugal love; and then 
ſwim together, and always preſerve the friendſhip 
begun, till the female, fired by luſt, raiſing her body 
perpendicularly quite to her tail, embraces the male, 
meeting it in the ſame poſture with its fins, as it 
were with two arms; and they cloſely continue 
their carreſſes for half an hour, or a hour; and af- 
ter this preſerve an inviolable chaſtity for each o- 
ther till death. While they ſwim, it is not to 
diſtinguiſh the male from the female, unleſs 
hence, that the latter is bigger than the former. 
The female has teats, and ſuckles her young after 
the manner of land-animals. About ten years ago, 
the Triton, one of our South Sea Company's ſhips, 
killed a female Whale; and, whilſt they were cut- 
ting her up along fide, a young one ſwam about the 
ſhip, and would not forſake the dam, till at length, 
the Commodore ordered the boat to go out and kill 
it, which they did, and it produced four puncheons 
of oil, &c. There is a ſmall fiſh, by the whale- 
catchers called Lodd, of which, if the Whales de- 
rour any large numbers, they become as it were 
drunk, and are tranſported with rage and fury, 
and exerciſe outrages againſt whatever comes in 
their way. The throat of the Whale is fo ve- 
ry ftrait, that it can hardly take in the arm of a 
man; therefore it is ſtrange, that this ſhould be the 
hſh that ſwallowed up Jonah; and more ſtrange, 
when we are aſſured by travellers, that no ſuch fiſh 
is ever ſeen in thoſe ſeas. Some have imagined, 
that the Prophet was only in the mouth of the 
Whale, which, indeed, is able to hold more than 
one man; and more poſſible for a man to continue 
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alive there three days, than in the belly of the fiſh; 
and the Whale often coming up to breathe, might 
the better afford the man an opportunity to breathe 
alſo. But it is more probable, that it was not the 


Whale that ſwallowed up Jonah; for the word Ke- 
ter, which is tranſlated the Whale, may as well fig- 
nify any other great fiſh, 
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tne SHARK is very large, and reckoned the beld- 
eſt of all fiſn. Rondeletius ſays, that he ſaw a middling 
one, that weighed near 1000 weight. Gillius ſays, 
that he was very credibly informed, that a fiſh of this 
ſort, not weighing leſs than 4<oc neat pounds, being 
diſſected, had a whole man found in his belly: and that. 
the people of Marſeilles told him, they had caught one 
in which they found a man armed with a coat of mail. 
The head and mouth of this fiſh are large in propor- 
tion to the body. The number of its teeth varies ac- 
cording to its age; it having been obſerved by men 
worthy of credit, that this kind breeds new teeth every 
year as long as it lives: It has three rows of teeth, hard, 
ſtrong, and ſharp. It is common in the Weſt Indies, 
&c. and very deſtructive to thoſe men who divert 
themſelves by ſwimming, for it ſometimes bites a man, 
aſunder, at other times takes away a limb, &c. yet is 
often catched by ſailors. When it ſeizes its prey, it 
turns itſelf on its back. Tho' it is vaſtly ſtrong, yet 
when it takes the bait, it is ſoon taken. This fiſh, 
when eaten, taſtes ſtrong, and has a very tough ſkin. 

Tur PILOT-FISH is of a deep blue; the belly 
of a lighter colour than the back or ſides; the ſcales 
{moeth, like a Tench's : Its back is ſpeckled like a 
Seal's ſkin. When ſwimming it appears much like 
a Mackarel, and looks as it it were painted blue and 
white, like a Barber's pole. 'The Shark is generally at- 
tended by one or two of theſe fiſh, which he will not 
devour, tho? very hungry, becauſe they find out the 
prey for him. It is, reckoned a very good fiſh to eat. 

Tax REMORA, or Sucking-#þ, is about eight 
or nine inches long, of a dark blue colour, having a 
Sucker, about two inches long, on the top. of his head. 
The mouth is wide; the eyes fmall, the under jaw 
longer than the upper, with two rows of ſmall ſharp 
teeth. It has two fins, one on each fide of the gills; 
two under its belly, two near the tail, and one on the 
ridge of the back. It is of a fiimy nature, and com- 
monly ſticks fo faſt to „ and other large ſiſh, as 
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not to be eaſilygot off. Itisſaid that Remorasare wont 
to cleave to keels of ſhips, and hinder their courſe. 
Tre DOLPHIN is a large fiſh, not much unlike 
the Porpeſſe. It ſwims with two ſtrong fins, which, 
like the arms of a man, are joined to the ſhoulder- 
blades; and is of that ſwiftneſs, that it will over- 
take a {hip in full fail before the wind, It produces 
its young from * perfect, one at a time, and 
ſometimes two : with young ten months, and 
breeds only in the ummer. It lives about 25 or 30 
2 lt generally forebodes a tempeſt ſhortly to fol - 
when it frequently moves its body, and ſports it- 
ſelf on the water. They are much deceived, who 
imagine Dolphins to be of the figure they are ufual- 
ly repreſented on ſigns ; that error being more owing 
to the unbridled hcence of ſtatuaries, or painters, 
than to any ſuch thing found in fact: though, it 
muſt be owned, that at the approach of a ſtorm, 
whilſt the Dolphins, leaping and ſpringing from 
the waves, are ſeen to precipitate themſelves into the 
deep, they are wont to deceive our fight, and at that 
time have ſome reſemblance of crookedneſs. It is 
faid it will live a long time out of the water : One 
taken at Rimini (according to Geſner) lived three days 
upon land. Dolphins ſometimes ſwim in ſhoals ſome- 
times the male and female together, but never ſingly. 
Gillius ſays, that when he was in a ſhip where many 
Dolphins were taken, he obſerved them fo to deplore 
with groans, lamentations, and a flood of tears, their 
fate, that he could not forbear weeping, and threw 
that which he obſerved to groan more than ordinary 
(the fiſhermen being aſleep) into the water; chuſing 
rather to damage the fiſhermen, than not to relieve 


the miſerable ; but this gave him but little reſt, for 
all the others increaſed their groans, as ſceming, by 
figns, to beg the fame deliverance. It is faid that 
Dolphins have been in great requeſt for food with 
ices, and purchaſed at an exceſſive rate. 
Tak. FLYING-FISH is flender and long, with 
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a large eye: the body is in ſhape, ſcales, and co- 
lour, like one of our Mullets: the wings and fins are 
as repreſented in the figure. It flies near a gun- 
ſhot before it touches the water; and, when it has 
wet its wings, mounts up again, being chaſed by the 
Dolphin, which ſwims fo ſwift, that it often catch- 
es it as it drops into the water. 


Tar SHEAT-FISH grows to a large magnitude, 
one of them weighing ſometimes eighty pounds. 
There was one of them taken in the Wixel, a fa- 
mous river of Poland, about fixteen feet long, and 
about two broad. It is much of the colour of an 
Ee! ; it has no ſcales; and has only one ſmall fin on 
the back; the tail net forked. Its fleſh is much e- 
ſteemed by many for the agreeableneſs of its taſte 
and is wont to be ſerved up at tables, after the ſame 
manner with Eels. All feem to agree in this, that 
it is a very voracious fiſh, and, wherever it is found, 
very miſchievous. It is taken in the Elbe, the Wix- 
ch, and the Danube; and ſometimes, but more rare- 
ly, in the Rhine; alſo in certain lakes in Switzer- 
land, Bavaria, Hungary, &c. eſpecially the leſſer 


and muddy ones; for it ſeems to love troubled wa- 
ters. 


Tux SEA-WOLF is taken at Hilligland, an if. 
land not far from the mouth of the Elbe. It is a- 
bout three feet in length; it has a bigger and a 
rounder head than a Shark. The back, fides, and 
fins, are of a bluiſh or a blackiſh colour; about the 
belly white. Its whole ſkin is ſmooth and flippery, 
without ſcales. It is of a very voracious nature, 
and furniſhed with very deſtructive teeth. It is ſaid, 
that it will ſometimes faſten on an anchor with its 
teeth, and leave the print of them behind it. It has 
a double row of ſharp and round teeth, ten cr 
twelve in a row, both in the upper and lower jaw. 
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Tus BUTTERFLY-FISH is about five or fix 
inches in length; of a faint blue or aſh-colour ; ha- 
ving no ſcales. It has a black ſpot in the fin on its 
back. Its fle ſh is foft and tender. At Venice, in 
the month of October, amongſt other fiſh, it is fre- 
quently expoſed to ſale. 

Tat TRUMPET, or Bellews-Fifh, is about three 
or four inches long, hardly one inch broad: the 
fnout in proportion to the body is very large. It 
is taken in tae ocean, when rouſed by a ftorm. 

Tat SUN-FISH has a wide and ſhort body. Its 
hinder part is iavironed with a circular fin, which 
ſerves it inſtead of a tail, fo that it may ſeem to be 
but the head of a fiſh; or a fiſh but in part, rather 
than a whole one. It ſometimes weighs a hundred 

ounds, and is between two and three feet in length. 
t is not ſcaly, but covered with a hard, thick, and 
ſharp ſkin; the colour on the back is black; on the 
belly a ſilver colour; its des partake of both. Its 
fleth is very ſoft. Its bones griſtly and ſoft. It is 
taken in the Mediterranean, and alfo in the ocean. 

Tux SEA-ADDER (fo called by the people of 
St. Ives) has a long, ſmooth, and flender body, with- 
out fcaies. Its colour is a green, tinctured with 
red; the eyes ſmall. It is about the bigneſs of a 
Gooſe-quill, and three or four inches long; it has 
but one fin, and that only on the back. 

Tur fith called FATHER-LASHER is about fix 
inches long; the head and forepart of the body ve- 
ry large, in proportion to its ſize; the hinder part 
towards the tail waxing leis. It has no ſcales. It 
feeds upon Shrimps, and other ſmall fiſh, and wa- 
tery inſects. It is taken about the coalt of Flanders 
and Holland. 

Tur Bull Head, or MILLER'S-THUMB, is a- 
bout three or four inches long, ſeldom comes up to 
half a foot. It has no ſcales; the back is yeliow- 
ih, with a few little black ſpots. It has a large 
head, and great round mouth; cut of the fuis grow 
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ſ-yeral ſharp prickles, or thorns, eſpecially in the 

arts towards the head; fo that it is not eaſily taken 
hold of, when alive, without wounding the hand, un- 
leſs by the tail. It is frequently ſeen in rivulets, 
ponds, &c. in the rocks about the ſea-ſhore. It 
tceds on watery inſects. 

Tux SEA-FOX, or APE, has (according to Ron» 
deletius) its former name ſrom the length of its tail, 
and both together, from the craftineſs and wilineſs 
of its nature, or elfe from its uniavoury taſte or ſmell; 
for it gives ſo bad and unwelcome a flavour, whilit 
eating, that it ſeems to participate much of the ſtrong 
ſcent and taſte of a Fox. One of them will ſome- 
times weigh 100 pounds weight. This fiſh is of a 
roundiſh and firm body. It is in mighty fear for its 
young, and when apprehenſive of danger, receives 
them into its belly: of which matter Rondeletius 
declares himſelf to have been an eye-witneſs: for, 
(ſays he) when a fiſh of this kind was diſſected on 
the ſhore, we ſaw young ones in its belly, which 
the liſkermen thought it had devoured for food; but 
ſeeing they were found to be alive and unhurt, there 
was no room to doubt that the dam had taken them 
in to reſcue them from danger. This fiſh is fomes 
times taken in the Mediterrarican. 

Tus MONK-FI5SH, or Angel-Fiſh, increaſes to a 
raſt bulk, and ſometimes weighs near 100 pounds: 
the colour of the back and ſdes is darkiſh; the bell 
white. It is not approved of as good food. This kh 
iz frequently feen near the coaſt of Cornwall, &c. 

Tuk TURBOT is ſometimes two feet and a half 
long, and about two broad. It has no ſcales; all the 
upper part of the body is of an aſh-colour variouſly 
ſprinkled, and, as it were, marbled with black ſpots, 
ſome greater, and ſome leſs: this fiſh gives place 
to few for goodneſs, and agreeableneſs of its taſte; 
and is thought, by ſome, to excel the Flounder, as 
much in goodneſs as in bulk. It is very often catch- 
ed in the Britiſh and German ocean. 

| 2 
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Tux SWORD-FISH has a ſnout fo reſembling 
the figure of a ſword, that from thence it has its 
name. Its weight is ſometimes above a hundred 

unds. Theyare frequently ſeen fifteen feetinlength. 
t has à longiſhi body; towards the head thick, to- 
wards the tail ſmall; a rough ſkin, black on the 
back, like a Shark; the belly white; a midling 
mouth, but no teeth. Its tail is like a half-moon. 
Sword-fiſhes are taken off the coaſt of Naples and 
the ſea of Sicily, after the following manner: ſpies 
are placed on high cliffs that hang over the ſea, to 
obſerve the place and every motion of the ſiſh, that 
they may tell the fiſhermen, who wait below in 
boats, by ſigns before agreed on, where to ſteer ; 
which the fiſhermen obſerving as ſoon as they draw 
nigh to the fiſh, ſome one ſkilled in faſhing gets up a 
ſmall mait in the boat, erected for that purpoſe, and 
obſerves the motion of that fiſh he deſigns to ſtrike 
at; and by ſigns given, directs the rowers where to 
row or turn about; and as foon as he is come very 
nigh the fiſh, the ſiſhermen, with an inſtrument like 
the harping-iron, ſtrikes the fiſh, and kills it, ſome- 
thing like the manner of killing Whales. The fleſh 
is eſtee med, by the natives of thoſe places upon whoſe 
coaſts they are taken, to be as good as Sturgeon. 

Trnt SEA-UNICORN, {as repreſented in next 
plate is found about Greenland, and other Northern 
iſlands, and of the nature of the Whale. On the 
top of the upper jaw, it hath only one tooth, or 
horn, of a large ſize, being fix or ſeven feet in length, 
ſometimes more, and in thickneſs equal in propor- 
tion to its length; ſtraight and tapering, curled or 
twiſted about to the end. The female is faid to 
have no horn, but a hollow in that place of the fore- 
head. The horn is made uſe of by the Dutch as 
ivory. IIIis fiſh is about nine feet in length, caſts 
its young like the Whale, which is after the man- 
ner of land animals, and is ſuppoſed to receive 
them into it; belly, when danger is near. One of 
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our Greenland ſhips, about eight or nine years ago, 
found a female of this kind dead on the ice, and in 
the belly of it a female young one, which was in 
length, from the tip of its ſnout to the end of its 
tail, fix feet. It is not to be ſuppoſed, that a young 
one of that bigneſs had been ever brought forth; or 
that the Dam devoured it for food, but rather that 
it took it in to ſecure it from ſome great danger; this 
account I had from two perſons worthy of credit, 
u ho were eye-witneſſes of this fact. 

A Pick ED-DOG, or Haund-Hiſb, has a long, 
round tapering body, without fcales. It is covered 
with a ſharp kin, which is uſed to polith alabatter, 
arrows, &c. Its ſnout is long, and a little roundiſh 
at the point. It ſeldom weighs 20 pounds. Many of 
theſe fiſh are taken in the Britiſh ocean and Iriſh ſea. 

Tue PORPESSE is, from the tip of its ſnout to 
the end of the tail, about three or four feet in length, 
and about two feet and a half thick. Its figure is 
ſomewhat long and round, continually tapering to- 
wards the tail. It is covered with a flender thin 
ſkin, not fenced with ſcales. The colour of the back 
is of a dark blue, inclining to black: from the mid- 
dle of the fide it begins to whiten ; the bully is alto- 
gether white. Its eyes are very (mall. It has only 
tiree fins like the Dolphin; one on the middle ol 
the back, and one on each ſhoulder ; the tail is fork- 
ed. When this fiſh is cut up, its fleſh looks very 
much like Pork. There are great numbers of Pur- 
peſſus ſeen on the Engliſh nals, eſpecially in Maka- 
rel and Herring ſeaſons; at which time they are 
wont to do very great damage to fithermen, by 
br-rking and deſtroying their nets to get at the fiſh; 
and ſometimes ſo entangle and wrap themſelves up 
in them that they are often taken. They ſwim but 
very little way at a time before they come up to 
breathe z and, when they come up, blow or breathe 
very loud, fo that, in calm weather, they may be 
heard at a great diſtance. Theſe fiſh will ſometimes 
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purſue their prey cloſe to the ſhore, nay even in the 
WY harbour. 

HE STURGEON has a long body, with five 
rows of ſcales; two on each fide, and one on the 
back ; the ſcales of the upper row being greater than 
the reſt, riſe higher; of theſe there is no certain 
number. It has been obſerved, that ſome have ele. 
ven, ſome twelye, and others thirteen. This row is 
extended from the head, to the fin of the back, near 
the tail. The rows on the ſides extend from the 
head to the very tail, made up of 30 ſharp thorns or 
prickles. The lower rows, are each made up of ele- 
ven, twelve, or thirteen : all the ſcales of all the rows 
in general have on their tops a ſtrong ſharp thorn or 
prickle, bending backwards. Befides theſe five rows, 
it has only two ſcales in the middle of the belly, the 
reſt of the belly being ſmooth. It has a middling head, 
and very ſinall eyes. The fnout is long, broad, and 
ſharp; it has a little mouth, without teeth : it has no 
chaps, from whence it is maniteſt it feeds by ſucking. 
The tail is cloven like the Shark's; the upper fork 
ſhoots out beyond the lower a conſiderable way. The 
upper part of this hh is betwixt a grey and a black; 
the belly of a filver colour. The river Sturgeons are 
vaſtly bigger than the ſea ones; theſe not much ex- 
ceeding a font and a half, the former fometimes a- 
bove fourteen feet. In the Elbe there are ſometimes 
Sturgeons taken that weigh 200 net pounds; and 
are often expoſcd to fale in the markets of Ve- 
nice and Rome. Sturgcons are taken in the Nile, 
the Tanais, the Danube, and the Po. Bellonivs writes 
that they are in the Black-Sea, and in the Meer of 
Mzotis; from which places their egge, which are 
otherwiſe black, being carried, made up in a huge 
maſs, ſalted, and put up into barrels, are ſold amongſt 
the Turks, Greeks, and Venetians ; which by them 
is called Caviary. In Holland they cut Sturgeons 
in pieces, and preſerve them in barrels. The fleſh, 
thus ſalted and pickled is in great requeſt with us. 
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Sturgeons are bred in the fea, but come to their 
rfection in rivers. They are taken with nets, 
= ſeldom or never with hooks. 

Tas HADDOCK is much leſs than the Cod, 
and differs ſomewhat from it in ſhape. It is of a 
blackiſh colour on the back; with ſmalt feales. A 
black line is carried on from the upper corner of its 
gills to the tail. In the middle of the des, under 
the line, a little beneath the gills, there is a black 
ſpot on each fide, which fomething refembles the 
print of a man's finger and thumb; of which there 
goes a fable, That this was the fiſh ment oned in the 
xvii. of St. Matthew, out of the mouth of which St. 
Peter took the piece of money with which Le paid 
tribute for his Matter and himſelf; and while he 
held the fiſh with his fore-finger and thumb (they 
ſay) theſe marks were impreſſed. The fleſh is hard- 
er and thicker than the fleſh of a Whiting, and per- 
haps not quite fo good. Among the Eaſt-Friefland- 
ers, where the ſea is very muddy, and ſhallow, it is 
thought to excite Fevers; but in the Northumbrian 
ſea, which is very deep, full of water, and clear, it 
1s very innocent. 

Tas WHITING ſeldom much exceeds one foot 
in length, and is, in proportion to its bulk, thin and 
ſlender, eſpecially towards the tail; for about the 
head it is thicker. Its ſcales are ſmall; the back 
whiter than the reſt of the fiſh of this make and na- 
ture; from whence it obtained the name of Whi- 
tings the belly is altogether white, It is taken al- 
moit every where on the Engliſh coaſt, &c. The 
!!-ih of this ſiſh is both pleaſant and innocent, and 
greatly eſteemed by many people. 

Tun LING is about two feet in length, of a long, 
round, tiender bedy ; and has ſmall ſcales ; the back 
and tides of fome are of an olive colour, others griz- 
led, or grey; the belly white; this fiſh is, in ſhape 
and colour, pretty muck hke a Pike. It is taken in 
the north teas, &c. Its fleſh, by ſome people, is e- 
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ſteemed delicate, un freſh; and, when ſalted and 
ried, preferred t- other ſalt-ſiſh. 

Tur GRAYLL 4 is of a longer and cloſer body 
than a Trout. It h+ a ſmooth belly; a back bow- 
ref the by geſt that are caught in Am- 
P*7, & 15147 7 Lombarey, weigh about a pound and a 
bool thecolourbetween blue and green; 
the :4cs are grey, ſhining with a reſplendency of 
gold colour. It has a ſmall head, a full eye, and a fork- 
ed tail; Is frequently taken in Atheſis, a river near 
Trent, and thro' Verona, into the Adriatic ſea; and 
in many rivers of Germany and England. It feeds 
on watery inſects; ſpawns in May, and is eſteemed 
the tendereft, and beſt · taſted of almoſt all river-fiſh. 

Taz SALMON in the river Ribble in York- 
ſhire are, by the people in thoſe parts, the firſt year 
called Smelts, the ſecond Sprods, the third Morts, 
the fourth Fork-tails, the fifth Half Fiſh, and in the 
Gxth year, when thoroughly grown, Salmon. But 
in other places they are called Salmon ſooner. Some 
of the largeſt weigh thirty-ſix pounds. The Salmon 
is a long fiſh, ſcaled with fmall, flender fcales; it 
has a little head; a ſharp ſnout, and a forked tail; 
the back approaching to blue ; the reſt of the body 
white. Near the end of November they carry to- 
gether to the higheſt part of the rivers both greater 
and leſs, what they unburden into them; and, as 
far as they can, they get up for the fake of ſpawn- 
ing. They look about for a place to ſpawn in, ſuch 
as where the river is broken at the bottom, or 
velly, and where the fiream runs rapidly; though 
ſumetimes they ſeem to delip!it in deep and troubled 
waters. They begin not long aiter the ſummer ſol- 
ſtice; and from thence, thro' autumn and winter, 
preceed to ſpawa z fome continue till the beginning 
of March. The ficſh of a Salmon, before it is boil- 
ed, is white; but when boiled, or ſalted, becomes 
red. It is a fat, tender, ſweet fiſh; a little ſoon ſa- 
tiches, It is thought to excel in delicacy all ſca- 
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6h, but is not the moſt wholeſome, eſpecially for 
ficx p:11-41s. The Salmon feeds on earth-worms, 
mcnows, and other ſmall fiſh. 

Tre GILT-CHARRE is much like the Trout: 
Its ſcales are very ſmall : the colour of the back is 
not fo dark as the Trout's, diverſified with blatk 
ſpots; the belly is whitez the ſnout bluiſh. —This fiſh 
is eſteemed very delicate by the Italians; nay, fo 
highly do they value it, that they think neither ri- 
ver nor pond-f:ſh equal or comparable to it; ſo great 
is their opinion of its wholeſomeneſs, that they give 
them to their kick and infirm people. Theſe fiſh are 
found in the lake Winander-meer, in Weſtmoreland, 
as well as at Logo di gardo, a leak near Venice. 

Tus SALMON-TROUT, in the figure of its bo- 
dy, reſembles a river-Trout. The head and back of 
a mixture of green and blue; the body is beſprinkled 
all over with black ſpots; the ſcales ſmall, of a filver 
colour; the tail forked. Salmon-trouts — | 
weigh thirty pounds, and in ſome places above forty. 
In the beginning of ſummer, their fleſh begins to red- 
den, and holds the colour till Auguſt. But ſome time 
after St. Jame's day, when they — done ſpawning 
it loſſes its redneſs. Salmon trouts are eſteemed b 
many people as very delicate fiſh; their fleſh is ſolid, 
red, and of a good reliſh, and approaches Very near to 
the nature of Gilt Charres. On account of its fatneſs 
it occaſions a loathing, (like Salmon, ) wherefore it 
ſhould be eaten ſparingly. Some prefer it to Salmon. 
If it be not dreſſed foon after it is dead, it loſes much 
of its agreeable taſte, being a fiſh that, from its great 
quantity of fat, foon tends to putrefaction. 

Tas TROUT, as to its figure, is rather long than 
broad, like a Salmon. It has a ſhort, roundiſh head, 
a blunt fnout, and is in many reſpects like the Sal- 
mon. Trouts breed and live in fmall rivers, &c. 
They teed on river- flies, watery inſects, and fome 
ſmall fiſhes; and ſo greedy are they of flies, that fiſher- 
men, for want of natural, often take them with artifi- 
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cial ones. The Trout is thought to be, by many peo» 
ple, the nobleſt fiſh that is taken in freth waters. The 
fleſh of a Trout, eſpecially when old, is drier than that 
of a Salmon, and th more hard of digeſtion. 
Thoſe are the belt that are taken in the pureſt waters. 
In the month of December they ſpawn, making them- 
ſelves beds in the gravelly bottoms of ponds, dykes, 
Sc. Contrary to a number of other fiſh, they are 
leait eſteemed when neareſt ſpawning : in the month 
of July, and Auguſt, they are moſt fat and veſt taſted. 
The ancient Romans, fo far as we know, had no La- 
tin name for a Trout, which is the more to be won- 
dered at, becauſe in the rivers near Rome there are 
now to be found many of theſe fiſh z from whence 
there is little reaſon to doubt there were formerly. 
Trz PLAISE is a ſmall, flat, firm fiſh, ſome- 
times a foot, or more, long, and about ſeven inches 
broad : the back and fins are ſpotted with round red 
ſpots. This fiſh being fo plentiful, and every where 
ſo well known, no more need be ſaid of it. 
Tur DAB is thicker than the Plaiſe, and about 
the ſame ſize; has larger ſcales, and no reddifh ſpots. 
Tae FLOUNDER differs little or nothing in 
ſhape from the Plaiſe, unlefs that it is a little long- 
er in the body, and, when fully grown, ſomewhat 
thicker ; the back is of a dark olive colour, ſpotted. 
Some Flounders have yellowiſh ſpots, both on the 
back and fins. Its taſte, and other properties agree 
with the Plaiſe no lefs than in its ſhape and colour. 
Flounders are taken in rivers and bays about Britain. 
Tur SOLE is a ſmooth fiſh, of a longer and more 
contrafted body than the Flounder ; being about a 
foot in length; the back is of a darkiſh ath-colour 
the belly white. It is a more firm and ſolid fleſh 
than the Flounder, and eſteemed more excellent, for 
the pleaſantneſs of its taſte, the plenty of nouriſhment 
it affords, and the goodneſs of its juice. Soles are 
taken in the Britiſh feas, the Mediterranean, &c. 
TAE COD-FISH, or Keeling, is in ſhape and co» 
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our like a Whiting, but fomething darker on the 
ek, diverſified with yellowiſh ſpots. Some of theſe 
{1 are three feet long, or more, and of a propor- 
tionable thickneſs. Its ſcales are ſmall, iticx:ng very 
cioſe to the ſkin: and its eyes large. It is taken al- 
moſt every where in the fea about Britain, eſpecially 
northward. Its fleſh is excellent, both freth and 
{zted. The head of a large Cod, whluch is thick 
aud icfhv, is, for the deliciouſneſs of its taſte, much 
celebrated by voluptuaries, and placed at the tables 
orf the rich amoręſt their daintieſt diſſ.cs. 

Taz SILVER. FIS E is ſmouth, broad, and thin; of 
2 ſuining pearl colour, It has five ſmall dark ſtreaks a- 
croſs the broadeit part of the body; two long yellow 
Uns, one on the back, the other under the belly, from 
which runs a ſmall darkiſh feathered fin, almoſt to the 


tail, and two {mall dark fins on each ſide the gills. It 


has fix ſharp prickles from the yellow fin towards the 
head, and three under the belly: has a large mouth, 
harp teeth, and a forked tail. 

Tz GOLD-FIEH is very beautiful, ſhaped almoſt 
ie the Silver-fiſh, except the long fins; it is all of a 
geld colour, except a few black ſtreaks: bas a very 
large mouth, but no teeth, and its fleſh is good. 

Tre LADY-FIER is a {mall fort, about three inch- 
es long, and one bread. Her has aud tail are yellow; 
her belly white; ner back and fides marbled with yellow 
11h brown foots, and very beautiful ſtrealts. 

THe PIKE : is of a long and round body; has a plain 
\muoth bead; is covered with ima!) cioſe fet-together 
icules, of a w bite colour, and the buCy on all {ides fprink- 
led with yellowiſn ſpots, in the young ones more green. 
The upper jaw has no teeth; theſe by turns are movca- 
ble and fixed: as for example; the firſt moveable, the ſe- 
cond fixed; the third moveable, the fourth fixed ; and fo 
throughout. The Pike inhabits rivers, lakes, ponds, & c. 
and is very commes in Britain It is no ſea-Hſn, nor of- 
ten found in the mouths of rivers, unleſs corned thither 
by the force and violence of the waves, and ther. it is veid 
of juice, unpleaſant, and ready to putrefy. From ite gree- 
dine ſa at tcating, it will 3 dugorg. its Bomact: of thoſe 
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fiſh it had taken in: ſometimes it will ſwalloꝶ a fiſh not 
a great deal leſs than itſelf, taking the head in foremot?, 
the tail hanging out of the mouth, and fo draws it iu 
by little and little at a time, till he has compaſſed the 
whole. The Pike is of a white, firm, dry fic, and 
wholeſome : the larger aud older, the more eſteemed. 

Txt TOBACCO-PIDE-FISH is about three or 
four feet in leagth : it has no teeth; the body is in ſhave 
tomething like 2 Snake: the ſkin is very ſlippery ; the 
head is about a foot long: the eyes are about the ſize of 
a Filbert, and like it in ſhape. 

Tus HORN, or GA R- FIS HI, has a long and ſlender 
body, a very long ſharp ſnout; the back green; files and 
belly of a fiiver colour; and head of a bluith green. The 
under jaw is longer than the upper; both armed with 
very ſharp teeth: the upper jaw is moveable. Its fc 
is hard, dry, and but indifferent meat. 

Fux ANCHOVY is a fich about four or five inches 
long; Tome have been fern more than a ſpan in length. Tr 
* a long, fencer fil, with, a round body, tranſparent, un- 
leſs where the back-bure lundere; and without ſcales. Its 
back is of a Coiky, or a mixture green and aſh-colcur ; 
the belly of a ilver colony; the note tharp; the eyes large; 
the tail forked. They are taken at Venice, Genoa, &c. are 
preſerved in barrels, faltel, and fo brought to Britain. 

Tus OLD WIFE is a pretty large filth. It has a very 
mall mouth; large eyes; a great an on the back; the 
body is of a deep blue; the fins are of a lighter colour; 
and white under the belly. Tuc fleſh of this hſn is in- 
different good ment. : 

Tus CAVALLO is about the bigneſs of a Makarel. 
The tins and tail are like a Dolphin's. It has a black 
back, and white belly, with a long black ſtreak from the 
gills to the middle of the tail, and large eyes. 

Tas CARP lives in rivers, ponds, &e. and arrives to 
a large magnitude; ſome have been ſeen above four feet 
in length, and not only long, but for the moſt part fat, 
the back riſing from ita head ſomewhat ſharp and ed- 

It is covered with large, ſtrong, broad, ſcales; 
is of a yellowiſh colour, ally when come to age; 
the younger fort are more inclined to a duſky colour; 
the head is ſhort, in proportion to the reſt of the body. 
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+ has no teeth. It ſwims with broad fins: the tail is 
broad, aud fumewhat forked, of a colour between a red 
and a black: as is alſo the laſt fin. It has no tongue, 
but in the room of that nature hath given it a fleſhy pa- 
late, that it may relith its food. It fpawns five or fix 
times in the year. They are of a foft, moiſt, and clam- 
my nature; thoſe which live in rivers near great cities, 
and by that means take in the filth of them, are of a 
bad juice, notwithſtanding by forme Epicures they are 
very much eſteemed upon account of their largeneſs and 
latacſo; thoſe are the moſt approved of, which live in ra- 

and pure waters; thoſe in pools end ponds have a 
nunclely tale. In the Falatinate, at a place called Vichels- 
field, in a moat round a tower { Gefner fays, he received 
it from a man worthy of credit) that a Carp was taken 
out of that place that kad lived 109 years. Leonard 
Mafcal, about 14 years ago, fays, that he firſt brought 
Carps into Enland, tho“ now they are common almoſt e- 
„r where, They wil ice along while out of the water. 


Tan MNARAREL is uſually about a foot in length, 
or more; the body is thick, firm, and fleſhy, ſlender 
tow 11s the tail; the ſaont ſary, the tail forked; the 
back is of a lovely green, beantifully fpeckled, or, as it 
were painted, with black fliroaks; the bully of a filver 
colour; it has fmall ſcales. It is a voracious fiſh, gree- 
di ſwallowing down whatever ſiſh comes in its way, 
tit it con mater. They ſwim together in large ſhoals, 
d are taken in great numbers on the Britich coafts, in 
the month of May aud June; and are allo taken, and 
well known, in moſt parts of the world. 


Tus HERRING, a fiſh well known, is about nine 
or ten inches long, and about two and a half broad; it 
has large round ſcales; a two forked tail: the body is 
of a fat, ſoſt, delicate fleſh ; if eaten too greedily, apt 
to breed fevers. The Herring is by ſome called the 
king of fiſh. They ſwim in ſhoals, and ſpawn once in 
a year, about the autumnal equinox ; at which time they 
are beſt. There are incredible numbers of Herrings on 
the Britiſh coaſts, which are caught in nets, chiefly in 
the night. It has been frequently obſerved, that, after a 
hard gale of wind, very large numbers have been taken. 


pid 


13865 A DESCRIPTION OF FISHES. 
Makarel and Herrings commonly ſwim near the ſurface 


of the water. 

T#z SPRAT //ze fig. 32. page 134.) by ſome, is 
thought to be no other than a young Herring ; as upon 
the ſtrĩicteſt comparing of this fiſh with the Herring, little 
or no difference can be found, either in the external or 
internal parts, or in the taſte. They are taken in great 
numbers about the Winter ſolſtice, and fold commonly 
by meaſure. Sprats have been taken yearly about Eaſter 
time in a certain lake about Cheſhire, commonly called 
Roſtern-· meer: At which place have been caught with a 
draught · net, twenty or thirty at a time. At which ume, 
or a little before they are taken in the lake, they are alſo 
taken in great numbers in the ſalter waters below War- 
rington bridge, ia the river Merſey ; which river is waſh- 
ed by the fea, in which it ebbs and flows ſeven or eight 
miles below the lake. 

Tas SMELT {/ee fig. 23. gare 184.) is in length a- 
bout eight or nine inches, and ore broad. The back is 
of a duiky colour; the belly and ſides a r:fplendent white, 
or filver colour. The head and back, to a curious ob- 
ferver, appear ſprinkled with black ſpots. Its fleſh is 
foft and tender, of a delicate flavour, yielding a mott a- 
greeable ſcent, like that of a violet. Smelts are taken 
in the Thames, and other large rivers. 

Tun FODGE {ſee fig. 34. page 184.) is a fiſh about 
two ſpans long, at the moſt. The body, towards the 
head, very thick; towards the tail, ſlender and ſharp. 
This fiſh is often taken in the fea that waſketh the bi- 
ſhoprick of Durham. 

TH: SEA-GUDGEON /e fg. 35. page 134.) has 
a lng and roundiſh body. It ſeldom exceeds fix inches 
in length. The colour is various: the tail and fins of 
a pale blue: the head is large, and has a double round of 
ſmall tceth : it has two fins on the back : the tail, when 
extended, appears circular: it has ſmall ſharp ſcales: 
whence now, as formerly, it is in great eſteem among ſt 
the Venctians. 

Tus LUMP, or Sea Owr, ( ſte fig. 36. page 184. 
is a thick, odd-ſtaped fiſh, its colour, from a blackiſh 
and faint red, varied: the belly is red: it has no icales, 
but is on all ſides reugh with harp Black puſtules, or 
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warts: on each fide it has three rows of ſharp prickles 3 
it has two ins on the back. It is taken in many places 
about England, and is often in the fiſh-markets at Lon- 
don. It is about a foot iu length, and about ten inches 
broad, Its fleſh is not comparable to any other fiſh. 

Tas BREANM is a broad fiſh, of a ſmall head, ſharp 
ſnout ; the top of the head pretty broad and ſmooth ; 
the back bending, edged, riſing ſenſibly from the head, 
like a ſwine's. Its back is betwixt blue and black; its 
ſides and belly white, c{pecially in thoſe that are 
and lean; as for thoſe that are grown up, and fat, the 
fides ſhine with a golden colour: the belly is red. Its 
mouth, in proportion to its ſize, is very ſmall, and with- 
out teeth. Its palate ſoft and fleſhy, like that of a 
Carp; its fleſh is ſoft and clammy. Voluptuaries are 
moſt delighted with its middle part. Breams are very 
common with us in rivers, pools, and fiſn-ponds. They 
ſpawn in May: the males in ſpawning-time are marked 
about the head with white fpots. They ſeldom weigh 
above four or five pounds. In March and April they 
are in higheſt eſteem. 

SEA-TORTOISES are of various ſorts; all of 
them are good food, eſpeciaily the green, and the Log» 
ger-head. Some are io large, that they weigh near four 
hundred pounds. They are taken, when ſleeping on the 
water, or land, by turning them on their backs; for 
they cannot turn over again. The females go aſhore, 
to lay their eggs in the ſand, above hizh water mark, 
where they will lay ifty or fixty at 2 time, and cover 
them with ſand, which by the heat of the ſun are hatch» 
ed; and thc young ones, as ſoon as they are out of the 
ſhell, crawl to the fea. Their eggs are round, and a- 
bout the bignels of = hen's: they lay two or three 
times in a year, fo that they increaſe vaſtly. The lean 
of the green Tortoiſe taftes and looks like 0 without 


any fiſky favour ; the fat is as green as graſs, and very 
lwect. - 
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HE DRAGON, as deſcribed in the numercus fa- 
bles and ſtories of ſeveral writers, may be jultly 
queſtioned whether he exiſts. I have read of Serpents 
bred in Arabia, called Sirene, which have wings, being 
very ſwift running or flying at pleaſure, and when they 
wound a man he dies inſtantly. Theſe are ſuppoſed to 
be a kind of Dragons. It is faid there are divers ſorts 
of theſe, which are diftinguiſhed by their countries and 
magnitude, and by the different form of their external 
They are faid to be bred in India and Africa 
thoſe of India are much the largeſt, being of an incredi- 
ble length; and of theſe there are alſo faid to be two 
kinds, one of them living in the marſhes, which are flow 
of pace, and without combs on their heads: the other 
in the mountains, which are bigger, and with combs on 
their heads; their backs being ſomewhat brown, and 
their bodies leſs ſcaled: ſome of them are of a yellow, 
fiery colour, having ſharp backs, like ſaws. Theſe alſo 
have beards. When they fet up their ſcales, they ſhine 
like ſilver; the apples of their eyes are (as it is ſaid) 
precious ſtones, and as bright as fire, in which, it is at- 
firmed, there is a great virtue againſt many diſeaſes. 
Their aſpect is very fierce and terrible. Some Dragons 
are faid to have wings, and no feet ; ſome again both 
feet and wings; and others neither feet nor wings, and 
are only diſtinguiſhed from the common fort of Serpents, 
by the combs growing upon their heads, and their 
beards. Some affirm that the Dragon is black, the belly 
en, and beautiful; that it has a triple row of teeth 
in each jaw; and bright ſhining eyes; allo two dcwlaps 
growing under the chin, which hang down Ike a beard, 
of a red colour, and the body fet all over with ſharp 
ſcales; and on the neck with thick hair, much like the 
briſtles of a wild Boar. 
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Tus DART is fo called from his flying like an ar- 
row, from the tops of trees, and hedges, upon men, 
which means * and wounds them to death. It is 
bred in Lybia, Rhodes, Italy, Sicily, Germany, and 
ſome other countries. It is in thickneſs about the bigneſs 
of a man's finger, and proportionable in length. 
top of the back is black, with two black lines in the 
middle, from the head to the tail: the body is of an 
aſu- colour, full of ſmall round black fpots, each ſpot ha- 
ving a circle about it, like an eye; the belly is white. 
Of this kind, fome think, was the Viper which came 
upon the hand of St. Paul, and that annoyed the rebel- 
lious Ifraclites in the wilderneſs. 

Tus COCKATRICE is called the King of 
not from his bigneſs, but becauſe of his majeſtic pace, 
for he does not creep like other Serpents, but goes half 
upright ; for which canſe all other Serpents avoid him ; 
and, it ſeems, nature deſigned him that pre-eminence by 
the crown or coronet upon his head. Some are of opi - 
nion that this animal is brought forth of a Cock's egg, 
which is generated of the putreſied ſeed of an old Cock, 
and fitten upon hy a Snake, or Toad, and fo becomes a 
Cockatrice. It is faid to be about half a foot in length; 
the hinder part like a Serpent, the fore part like 2 Cock: 
others are of opinion, that the Cock that lays the egg, 
fits upon, and hatches it himſelf. Thete monſters are 
bred m Africa, and ſome other parts of the world. 
Some fay it is a ſpan in compaſs, and half a foot long; 
others will have it to be three or four feet long; and 
ſome the thickneſs of a man's wriſt, and a propert:onable 
length. The eyes of a Cocxatrice are red. Its poiſon 
is fo ſtrong, that there is no cure for it. The Cocka- 
trio is very fearful of a Weaſel, which, after it has 
eaten rue, will fet upon, and deſtroy the Cockatrice. 
Beſides this little animal, it is faid no other creature can 
contend with it. Its poiſon is fo infectious, that it kills 
by touch, by ſight, and by hiſſing. 

Tus ASP is a ſmall Serpent, like to the land-ſnake, 
but of a broader back. Its neck ſwells, when provoked, 
to a great degree; and if it ftings any perſon in that 
paſſion, there can be no remedy : Se ſtroak of its eyes 


is exceeding red and flaming. There are two pieces of 
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fleſh, like a hard ſkin, which grow out of its fore - head. 
Its teeth are very long, and grow out of its mouth like a 
Boar's, and through two of the longeſt are little hollows, 
eut of which it ejects its poiſon. Theſe holes are cove- 
red with a thin ſkin, which ſhdes up, when the Serpent 
bites, by which means the poiſon comes out of the holes, 
which ſkin afterwards returns to its place again, The 
ſcales of the Aſp are hard, dry, and red, above all other 
venomous beaſts; and, by reaſon of its exceeding 
drought, it is alſo accouated deaf. Aſps are ſaid to be 
from tliree to fix feet in length, and fome not above a 
foot and a half; the ſhorteſt is ſaid to kill the ſooneſt. 
They are bred in ſeveral countries, but chicfly in Africa, 
where they are moſt venomous, and will kill a man in- 
ſtantly, without any poſſible remedy. The Egyptians 
are ſaid to ſhew a great veneration to theſe very danger- 
ous creatures, and will not deſtroy them, but ſuffer them 
to come into their rooms; and when they have dined or 
ſupped themſelves, always provide ſomething for the 
Aſps, which they will receive in a courteous manner; 


and, when they have done, retire without doing any 
harm 


Tus RATTLE-SNAKE /r fig. 5. page 191.) is 
ſo called from certain rattles at the end of the tail ; theſe 
rattles ſeem like ſo many periſhed jeints, being a dry 
huſk over certain joints; and the common opinion 15, 
that there are as many rattles or joints as the Snake is 
years old; they have generally eleven, twelve, or thirteen 
of theſe joints; but the young ones of a year or two 
old have no rattles, but they may be known notwith- 
ſtanding, being regularly diced or chequered black and 
grey on the backs. The old ſhake and ihiver theſe rat- 
tles with wonderful niableneſs; when they are any way 
diſturbed, their bite is very deadly, yet not always of the 
ſame force, but more or leſs mortal, according as the 
Snake is in force or vigour ; and therefore in June and 
July much worſe, and more mortal, than in March and 
April. This Snake is a very majeitic ſort of creature, 
and will ſcarce meddle with any thiug, unleſs provoked : 
but if any thing offend it, it makes directly at it. The 
— ce dr. 
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Tur SALAM SUD reicunvicc % ? In Lis 
ard, but is rather lar er, it has four eg, ũœ Al„ ee 
longer than a Lizard s, and allo a tail longer than a 
L:izard's. It has a pale wlate belly, though fometimes 
the belly is yellowiſh ; One part of its ſw is exceeding 
black, and the other yellow both of them very bright 
and glittering with a black line going all along the back, 
where thoſe ſpots are, out of which, as ſome writers 
will have it, a certain liquor or humour proceeds, which 
queacheth the heat of fire, when it is in the fame. Sa- 
lamanders are bred in the Alps, and in ſome parts of 
Germany, in marſhy, wet places ; and are ſaid to be cold 
as ice. The vulgar notion, agre:ing with the opinion of 
ſeveral ancient wiiters, that a Salamander can hve in, and 
not be burnt by the fire, is without any foundation of 
truth, for the experiment has been tried, as Pliny affirms, 
and the Salamander was conſumed and burnt to aſhes. 
The truth is, as long as the humour before mentioned 
runs, the fire cannot hurt it; but when that morſture is 
dried up, the fire conſumes the Salamander, and that in- 
ſtantly : the bite of this creature is very deadly and fatal. 
It is a ſaying in France, that a man bit by a Salamander 
ſhould have as many phyſicians to cure him as the Sala» 
mander has ſpots. 

Tux VIPER, or Adder, is about a foot and a half 
in length. The tal curled at the end, very ſmall and 
ſharp : the head is very broad, compared with the body; 
and the neck much narrower than the head. It is com- 
monly black on the back, ſometimes greeniſh, or yellow- 
iſh : the eyes are very red, and flaming; the belly wind- 
ing, upon which it goeth, and ſlides along very nimbly; 
its tecth upon the upper chap are very long, and upon 
either fide it hath four; thoſe upon the lower chap are 
ſo ſmall that they can fearce be ſeen, except you take 
away a little bladder, in which they lie concealed; in 
this bladder it carries poifon, which it inſtantly infu- 
feth into the wound it makes with its teeth. The ſcales 
of a Viper are more ſharp than a Snake's, and it is of a 
hotter nature than a Snake, and therefore lives more 
in the ſhade, and lies for the moſt part quoiled up like 
a rope: it is a crafty venomous creature, biting ſud- 
denly thoſe that paſs by 3 1 that when a Vi- 
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is thirſty, and goes to drink, ſhe firſt of all voids up 

her venom, left by drinking it deſcend into her own 

Fo 's, and fo deſtroy herſelf; and when ſhe has drunk, 


gain. Vipers are bred in moſt nations of 


te Kona, thoſe of Europe are much lefs than thoſe 
of many other conutrics 'The Viper is faid to con- 
cove eggs witoin her, which fie does not lay after the 
anner of other 8 Dents.; but in her body they are 


Marche 116 ug Vipers; the young ones are ſaid al- 
ſo to eat their way out of their mother's belly, when ſhe 
is ready to bring then forth : the bite of this creature 
is very dangerous, aad tor the moſt part mortal, unleſs 
inſtantly relieved. 

Or FROGS (fe fr. 8. page 194. there are two 
kinds; one living both on the land and in the water, and 
common in marſhes, ſtanding pools, running ſtreams, and 
banks of rivers, but never in the fea. The other fort is 
found in 1 meadows, hollow rocks, and amongſt 
fruits. e Frog in ſhape very much reſembles a Toad; 
it is without venom, and the female is greater than the 
male : the fore part of the tongue cleaveth to the mouth, 
as in a fiſh; the hinder to the throat, by which it ſend- 
eth forth its voice: It hath two bladders upon either 
fide of the mouth, which it filleth with wind, and from 
thence proceedeth the voice: when it croaketh, it put- 
teth its head out of the water, holding the nether lip 
even with the water, and the upper lip above the water; 
and this is the voice of the male provoking the female 
to luſt: the hind legs are very long, which they uſe in 
leaping; the fore legs are ſhorter, having divided claws, 
which are joined together with a thin broad Kin, which 
helpeth them in ſwimming : it is fail, that Frogs in the 
winter-time hide themſclves in the carth, and fumetimes 
they enter into their holes in autumn, before wiater, 
and in the ſpring-time come out again. 

Taz TOAD, {ſee fig. 9. page 194. is in all outward 

like a Frog, the fore legs being ſhort, and the 
inder long; but thy body more heavy and ſwelling, 
and of a blackiſh colour ; the fkin rough, clammy, and 
very hard: it hath many deformed ſpots on it, eſpeci- 
ally on the ſides: the belly exccedeth in bigneſs all o- 
ther parts of the body, ſtanding out in ſuch a manner, 
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that being hit with a ftick it yieldeth 


a ſound, as if it 
were from a vault, or hollow place. "The head is broad 
and thick. The whole af 


pect of the Toad is extreme- 
ly unpleaſant and diſagrecable. The "Toad does not 
leap as the Frog, its pace is a ſoft creeping pace ; yet 
ſumetimes in anger it raiſeth up itſelf, endeavouring to 
do miſchief. If it takes hold of any thing in its mouth, 
it will not let go till it dies. It is faid, that the Toad, 
well knowing the weakneſs of her teeth for her de- 
fence, gathereth abundance of air into her body, with 
which the greatly ſwelleth, and then by ſighing uttereth 
that infected air as near to the perſon that offendeth 
her as ſhe can; and thus ſhe worketh her „ kill 
ing by the poiſon of her breath. The Spider is a 

enemy to the Toad. The Toad, when ſhe 88 Kreh 
with a Spider, is ſaid to make uſe of an herb to 

ſerve herſelf from its poiſon ;3 of which 
following ftoxy : That a certain Earl tray 
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5 — 1 with a Spider, vader a 

fide ; WR they ſtood fill 
— to behold the ſame; and there he 
the Spider ſtill kept her ſtanding, and the T 
times went back from the Spider, and did eat a piece 
of an herb like a plantain ; at laſt the Earl, having ſeen 
the Toad do it often, and fill return to the combat a- 
gainſt the Spider, ordered one of his men to go and eut 
off that herb; which he performed, and brofight away. 
Preſcntly after the Toad returned to feek it, and, not 
finding it according to her expectation, ſwelled and 
burſt aſunder; for, having received poiſon from the 
Spider in the combat, vature taught her the virtue of 
that herb, to expel and drive it out ; but wanting the 
herb, the rollen did inflantly work and Ceitroy her, 
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F CATERPILLARS there are many differ- 

ent forts; ſome of them are rough, hard, and 

Riff; ſome are ſoft, ſmooth, and tender; ſome horn- 
ed cither in the head or tail ; others without korus: 
all have many feet. The Caterpillar, figure 1. is 
hairy, has its original from the feed of a Butterfly, 
which it leaves on the leaf of a nettle. It contin- 
ueth changing for the ſpace of nineteen days; and 
then proceeds from it a moſt elegant Butterfly, (ſee 
figure 1.) having four wings. When firſt the But- 
terfly comes forth, its wings ſeem like to moiſt, or 
wetted paper, from which certain ſmall watery drops 
diſtilleth ; and which ſeems worthy obſervation, in 
the ſpace of half an hour they become expanded, 
and fit for flying. It lives on honey, that it ſucks out 
of ſweet flowers, &c. It is much delighted with 
corrupt fruit; for the ſake of which there are often 
deſperate battles fought between ſome of theſe ſpe- 
cies. In the winter-time, Butterflies hide themſelves 
in the chimnies of country houſes, and in hollow 
trees, &c. As this Caterpillar is derived from the 
eggs of ſuch a Butterfly, fo are all Caterpillars from 
the eggs of their — Butterflies. The Butter- 
fly is the inſect in perfection; the Caterpillar, Grub, 
or Worm, are certain mimicks or diſguiſes of it for 
a time, in which one and the ſame animal is cir- 
cumveſted by nature, fer various uſes, viz. with 
the diſguiſe of a Caterpillar, that it may eat this 
or that food; but of a Grub or Worm, that its 
joints may be finiſhed or hardened. The Caterpil- 
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lar delights in the leaves of nettles; nor does it pre- 
pare itſelf for tranſmutation, or abſtain from food, 
ſo long as this herb is in its bloom or vigour. The 
Cu:crpiliar, fig. 2. begins to be changed the 23d of 
Jung, and on the 19th of July is produced a But- 
terfly, marked with beautiful colours. Theſe But- 
terfhes are found al! the winter in the ſtables of 
beaits. The Caterpillars proceeding from this fort 

Butterflies are extremely voracious. Caterpillars 
feed upon hard, Cry food, ſuch as the leaves of trees, 
&c. But the Butterflies on flowers, honey, and li- 
quid food. Fig. 3. The food of theſe Caterpillars 
is the leaves ot elm trees. When the time ot their 
transformation draws nigh, they betake themſelves 
to houſes or barns; there they faſten the hinder 
members of their bodies to a certain wall, board, 
or table, hanging with their bodies downwards, that 
when they have pertected iheic tranſmutation, they 
may the more ealily get out of the cruſt or ſhell 
they are incloſed in. Before that, in the aſſum 
tion of their new ſhape, when they put off their old 
ſkin, they ſeem anxioutly to labour, by ſhaking, toſ- 
fing, and tumbling, as it they were ſcized with an 
acute tever. And this wonderful change is produ- 
ced in a very ſhort ſpace of time, infomuch that it 
may be diſtinctiy feen and obſerved; for no ſooner 
is the old tkia laid aſide, than this transfiguration is 
ſcen. This Caterpillar begins to be changed the 
12th of June, and on the zoth of the fame month 
becomes a moſt beautiful Butterfly. It would be an 
endleſs talk to exumerate the great variety of But- 
ter flies and Caterpillars, with reſpect to their co- 
lours and other different properties; but I hope, 
from what I have here briefly related of theſe In- 
fects, the reader will be able to conceive ſomething 
of the nature of the whole ſpecies in general. 
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Taz LOUSE is a creature ſo officious and fo im- 
pudent, that it will be intruding itſelf in every one's 
company; and ſo proud, that it fears not to trample 
on the beſt, and affects nothing fo much as a crown; 
it feeds very high, and that makes it fo ſaucy, as to 
pull any one by the ears that comes in its way. It 
is troubled at nothing ſo much as at a man ſcratch. 
ing his head, which makes it oftentimes ſkulk into 
tome mean place, and run behind a man's back, tho” 
it go very much againſt the hair. The figure taken 
by the Microicope repreſents it climbing on a hair, 
with its belly upwards. It is of a very odd ſhape; 
has a head ſhaped like that expreſſed in the figure; 
on either fide, behind the head, are placed its two 
black, ſhining goggle eyes, looking backwards, and 
fenced round with ſeveral ſmall hairs that encom- 
pals it. It has rwo horns, that grow before it in 
the place where one would think the eyes ſhould 
be; each of theſe has four joints, which are fringed 
with ſmall briities; the head feems round and ta- 
pering, ending in a ſharp noſe, which ſeems to have 
a fmall hole, and to be the paffage thro* which it 
ſucks the blood. It hath fix legs, covered with a 
very tranſparent ſhell, and jointed exactly like a 
Lobſter's: cach is divided into fix parts by theſe 
joints, and thoſe have ſeveral ſmall hairs; and at the 
end of each leg it has two very uſeful claws, being 
thereby enabled to walk very ſecurely both on the 
Kin a: d hair. The belly Ca tranſparent hke- 
wiſe ; for it is grained all over, juſt like the fkin in 
the palm of a man's hand. | 

Tar FLEA appears by the Microſcope to be all 
over adorned with a curiouſly poliſhed ſuit of fable 
armouy, neatly jointed, and beſet with multitudes of 
harp pines, ſhaped almoſt like a Poreupinc's quills, 

head is, on cither fide, beautified with a quick 
and round black eye. It hath fix legs, the joints of 
which are ſo adapted, that he can, as it were, fold 
them ſhort one with another; and when he leaps, 
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ſprings them all out, and thereby exerts his whole 
ſtrength at once. In the fore-part of his head, be- 
tween the two fore legs, he has two ſmall long joint- 
ed feelers, or rather ſmellers, which have four joints, 
and are hairy, like thoſe of ſeveral other creatures z 
between theſe it has a ſmall probe. It has alſo two 
chaps, or biters, which are ſomewhat like thofe of 
an Ant. 

TaE BEE, that noble, though fmall inſect, is a- 
bout three quarters of an inch long, having four 
wings curiouſly ſhaped, with ſtrong fibres round 
and croſs them; fix legs, a long head, but very 
ſmall neck, and very flender in the waitt, or middle 
part. Nature hath provided her with two forts of 
inſtruments for war and defence, viz. her mouth, 
wherein are her teeth, that meet fide ways, and not 
one over the other with which ſhe defends herſelf, 
and aſſaults others; and the ſting, which is in her 
tail. With her fangs the lays hold on robbers, 
which come to fieal her honey, whilſt another 
comes to her aiſiſtance with a ſting, which generally 
carries death to any of their own kind that it pier- 
ces; and, for the moſt part, death to herſelf, when 
it picrers any of the human ſpecies. The ſting is 
very taper and ſharp, apt, when exerted by the Bee, 
to pierce the kin, or other harder body. It con- 
tains its poifon about the middle of it, which may 
be ditcovered by the help of glafies. The eyes are 
very large, covered over with a thick horny mem- 
brane, which occatons the dimneſs of their fight. 
But to ſupply this defect, nature hath given them 
two horns, which grow above the eyes, about the 
tenth of an inch long, in each of which there are 
two joints, one in the middle, and another near the 


end, by which ſhe can put them forth, when ſhe 
will, to the full length, and draw them in at plea- 
fure. "Theſe are the inſtruments of feeling. The 
tongue is much longer than the mouth will contain, 
and fo is doubled uaderncath, and. teacheth a good 
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way down the breaſt. The body is all over hairy 
like a Fox's, and the head too; nay, a great part 
of the eyes is covered with ſmall hairs, but fo ſmall, 
that they cannot be diſcerned by the naked eye, 
without the help of a microſcope, which will alſo 
diſcover the brain in the head. Within the breaſt 
they have a reddiſh fleſh, with heart and lungs, 
proper inſtruments for breathing: in the hinder 
parts there is a gut, &c. as alſo a bottle or bag, in 
which they carry the honey, which they mn into 
the honey-comb: in this bag they often fetch wa- 
ter, to mix up the ſandarach, or bee-bread, for 
fecding their young; about which they are very 
careful, till they can ſhift for themſelves: that 
wiuch has commonly been called the Drone, ap- 
pears at length to be nothing elſe but the male Bee, 
and is about half as big again as the female, which 
only is the working Bee ; fomewhat longer, and not 
quite io dark coloured about the head and ſhoul- 
ders; eſpecially, his head and eyes much larger 
than the houey- Bee, and voice more loud and dread- 
ful, often cauſing fear where no fear is; for he ha- 
ving no ſting, cannot in the leaſt hurt any creature, 
but is wholly under the dominion of the females : 
he is ſmooth about the neck, and very hairy all o- 
ver his back: his tongue is ſhorter than the fe- 
male's; neither can he work if he would, his 
tongue not being long enough to reach the 

out of the ſocketed rs. 'This male Bee, or 
ſuppoſcd Drone, is not only helpful, but neceſſary 
to the females, in the managing of their young; 
for, by his great heat, he fits and hatches the breed, 
keeping the eggs warm, whilſt the honey-Bees, or 
females, foilow their delightful vocation of gather- 
mg and bringing home the honey ; during which 
time the drone Bees are not ſutfered to ſtir from 
the brood ; but about one or two o'clock, when the 
chief part of the day's work is over with the Bees, 
moſt of them repauzing home, take care of their 
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vwn brood; and fo give leave to theſe their obedient 
maſculine ſervants to recreate themſelves abroad, 

their heat being now no longer neceffary within 
doors. Then you may fee the male Bees thick a- 
bout the mouth of the hive. flying to and fro five or 
ſix large circuits, to recreate and empty themſelves, 
then returning again to their beloved honey, where 
they are for a time, etpecially in May and June, 
their chief n kindly received by their 
imperious dames. The forward ſtocks of Bees begin 
to breed in February; and the latter, or thoſe that 
re not fo luſty, leave not off till the latter end of 
July. So that there are fix months in which Bees 
are bred; and the ſooner they begin, the ſooner they 
make an end; tho' generally there are more Bess 
bred in the two months ef May and June than all 
the reſt, It muſt notwithitanding be owned, that, 
according to the forwardneſs or backwarduefs of the 
Springs the chief month may be ſooner or later. A 
Bee is fuſt an egg: this egy, which in time becomes 
a Bee, is exceeding white, ſomething bigger than 
the common Fiy-bow, but not ſo long nor ſo big as 
an Ants' egg. The eggs of Bees are caſt into tae 
empty cells; not carele{sly into auy cell, but only tne 
middle cells, which are always appointed for the 
breeding cells, while thoſe all around the hive are re- 
ſerved for the honey. The eggs of Bees, when firſt 
hatched, are Maggots before they become Bees. In 
the warm wrather, how long foever it continues, the 
Bees leave their hives in queſt of honey; as ce ming 
to be ſenſible, that if they ſhould loſe the opportunity 
cf gathering honey in the Spring, and cold weather 
thovid come on, eſpecially: if the ſtock be not very 
rich, many young Lees coming to hand that muſt 
be fed, and the bad weather continuing to binder 
their prov ident mothers trum working, both young 
and old mult die together. In warm wet weather, 

waen they cannot go abroad, they bury their dead ; 
Which they do by flying with them fome Giitance 
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from the hive, and dropping them. Bees hardly live 
above a year, or thereabouts. The Bee hath ſeveral 
enemies, viz. The mouſe, which, in the cold wea- 
ther, when the Bees are not in vigour, will enter in 
at the mouth of the hive; and firſt gnaw the lower- 
moſt part of the comb, where there is but here and 
there a little honey; but waxing bolder as the cold 
weather increaſes, and the Bees are more ſtill, aſ- 
cends into the hive, and ſeizes on thoſe combs which 
are next to the ſides of the hive, where commonly 
the richeſt treaſure lies, will eat holes through them, 
and fo come and go through them at pleaſure z this 
act of the Mouſc expoſes them to other enemies, viz. 
the Bees of other ſtucks, who, ſmcliing the freſh ho- 
ney, come ia like thieves when a neighbour's houſe 
is on fir2, not to help the diitreſſed, but to plunder 
them of their remaining goods, Now, though they 
{tould be able to defend themſolves 2;2imlkt theſe late 
ter enemies, yet conceiving a Lita againlt their 
hive, by reaſon of the deteſtable ſineil ot the Mice, 
they take a warm day, and fly away all together, 
though perhaps 12 an equal, if not a greater, exp 0. 
fing themſelves to death, than if they had ſtaid at 
heme; and have ſometimes left quarts of honey 
behind them. Ihe Bee hath, beides the Mouſe, 
theſe enemies following, viz. the Mah, the Ear- 
wig, the Hornet, the Waſp, the Swallow, and the 
Sparrow; of which, as well as of many other 
things relating to the Bees, thoſe who deſire farther 
accounts, I reter to them who have diſtinctly treat- 
.ed of theſe inſefts, particularly to Mr. Joſeph 
Warder's True Aman, or Monarch of Bees ; 
from which treatiſe I have extracted this account 
of Bees: that gentleman, from his nice, curious, 
and long obſcrvations on this pleafant, and no leſs 
profitable ſubject, being thought to have diicovered 
more of the nature, properties, &c. of Bees, than 
any that went before him. The Queen Bee is of 


all Bees the moſt glorious. Her body is much 
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bigger and longer than that of the Honey-Bee; yet 
the wings are no longer than the others; which 
ihews, that the is not deſigned for labour, nor lo 

flights, which is the continual bufineſs of Fer ſub- 
jets. As for her ſhape and colour, her upper parts 
are of a lighter brown than the reſt; her hinder 
parts from the waiſt, (which is very ſmall), as it is 
much longer than that of the Drone or Honey-Bee, 
ſo that is much more taper than theirs. And where- 
as the Drone and common Bee is brown alt over 
tae hinder part, the Queen in that part is as black 
as jet, or poliſhed black marble. And, whereas the 
two great legs of the common are quite black, hers 
are all as ycllow as gold, as alſo ſhe is all along the 
under part of the belly. In ſhort, the Queen doth 
as far ſurpals her ſubjects in ſhape and beauty, as 
the fne!t Horſe docs the common Foreſter. And, 
as ſhe does far turpaſs her ſubjefts in ſhape and 
beauty, fo ſhe alſo difiers from them in breeding. 
Firit, the egg of her royal Mother is caſt into a 
cell, made by her vaſſals for that very purpoſe, dif- 
ferent from the reſt, being exactly round, much 
thicker in wax, and the ceil proportionably to her 
body, much larger than thoſe the common Bees 
rakes for themſelves. Buc this round palace is ne- 
ver among other cells, but always by itfe!f. No 
Moaarch has a completer ſubmiſſion from his ſub» 
jects, than the Queen- Bee from the common Bees. 
Bees ſwarm molt in May and June, though ſome- 
times in April, and often in July There happen 
frequent and deſperate wars amongſt the Bees, one 
party ſometimes endeavouring to plunder another 
of its honey; for which it will fight vigorouſly : 
But if it ſhould ſo happen that the plundered Bees 


have loſt their Queen, then they will fide with the 


robbers, and ſuſfer the honey to be carried all out 
of their hive. Sometimes Bees driven from their 
own hives, and ſeeking new quarters, by that means 
occaſion great battles, 
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Tru SCORPION is an Inſet of Perſia, &c. 
The coal black Scorpion is accounted the moſt ve- 
nomous z and is, both in thickneſs and length, about 
the ſiae of a man's finger. The body ſome what re- 
ſembles an egg, and altogether is like a Craw-fſh; 
only it has a blunter head, and a leſs body. It has 
eight legs, and two claws, a long knotted tail, which 
knots appear like fo many little bladders; at the end 
of which it has a very veuomous ſting. Some Scor- 
pions are ſaid to have two ſtings in their tails; and 
ſome to have venomous tecth, with whick they give 
a deadly bite. It is reported, that the inhabitants 
of Perſia do not fleep in ground rooms, for fear of 
thei: creatures. Oil, in which Scorpions have been 
infuſed, is a preſent remedy for the ſting of this crea- 
ture. it is very remarkable concerning this Infect, 
what an ingenious gentleman, who lived feveral 
years in Barbary, ſaid he had many times tried; that, 
if it be ſurroucded with a circle of burniag coals, 
it does, upon the ſenſe of the heat, turn itſelf vio- 
lently every way to make an eſcape; but finding it 
impotbble, and the pain from the fire increating, it 
ſtrikes itfelf twice or tkrice with the ſting on the 
back, and immediately dics of the wounds. 


Dr $1621NG this little book ſor the uſe of thoſe 
who thould nc Lave leifure, or be williug to be at 
the expence of purchaling larger treatiſes, and ha- 
ving already ſwelled it beyond the bulk at firſt pro- 
poicd, 1 have forborne to croud it with any more 

articular deicriptions z and ſhall therefore only pre- 
Eat the readcr with the figures of tlicſe following, 
viz. Ihe GR ASS- HOPPER, The SPIDER, The 
HORNET, The FLY, The GNAT, ihe WASP, 
The BEETLE, The DRACCHN-FLY, Ihe EAR» 
WiG; aud the ANT. 


